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U INDEX. 

PABAOSAPH. 

20 Every man most plead guilty to law and justice, safety under 

the cross. 

21 Conclusion of preface. 

INTRODUCTION. 

1 On grieving the Holy Spirit of God, &c. 

2 How to search the Scriptures, human reason not a sufficient 

guide. 

3 The necessity of a distinction betwixt law and gospel. 

4 Dr. Carson, no distinction betwixt natural and spiritual faith. 

5 AH that Christ spake was truth, &c. ; if not understood it is 

for the want of more li^ht. 

6 The text embraces much of the four Grospels. 

7 Divisions of the subject — Six. 

JIBAT, the Inquiry, 

8 To whom was the text addressed. 

9 Christ wrought the miracle. 

SECONDLY. 

10 The moral condition of the Jews when the text was addressed 

to them. 

11 The advantages of the Jews, as a nation. 

12 The wickedness of the Jews, &c. 

13 Their corrupt worship, blmd ze^ &c. 

14 The Scribes and Pharisees' influence over the people. 

15 The Jews under a national and legal covenant. 

16 Their state such as to require mental ''labour." 

THIEDLY. 

17 The prohibition in the text. 

18 Manual "labour" not intended in the text. 

19 Portions referred to notj>arallel with the text. 

20 Quotations peculiar to Cnrist's immediate disciples. 

21 May be applied to christians as cautions. 

22 Christ's and Paul's " labour" for literal "meat." 

23 The above portions must be taken literally. 

24 Parables, metaphors, figures, &c. 

25 The text highl^ metaphoricsd. 

26 Portions synonimous with the text. 

27 Intellectual work, or " labour." 

28 A description of the " meat" intended in the text. 

29 Passages illustrative of the "meat." 

30 Forbidden " meat." 

31 Prohibition to "labour" for that which was not bread. 

32 The verse preceding the text, &c. 

33 Many misconstrue Scripture. 
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PASAORAPH. 

34 The leaven — and ''meat" in the text the same thing. 

35 The Scribes and Pharisees' contention with Christ. 

36 Christ condemned their labouring for eternal life. 

37 Matthew and Mark recorded that which John omitted. 

38 Conclusion of the prohibition. 

39 Kepetition — ^the " labour" not manual "labour." 

40 The harmony of the discourse, in juxtaposition. From page 

40 to page 49 

POUETHLY. 

41 The advice or council given. 

42 Advice not to work for spiritual life. 

43 John the Baptist prepared the way for Christ. 

44 Christ inculcated subjection to the law of Moses. 

45 The preaching of John the Baptist and Christ. 

46 The law ^ven by Moses. 

47 Grace ana truth by Jesus Christ. 

48 The spiritual meaning of the Mosaic institution not disclosed. 

49 Many professors zealous for the law and duty faith. 

50 The way to find the meaning of a text. 

51 To unfold this part of our text, or set forth the advice or 

council given. 

52 Proceed under fifteen considerations. 

53 Keeping those fifteen consideraidous in view, removes obscurity 

from the four gospels. 

54 Christ's advantage over all other teachers. 

55 The young rich ruler came to Christ for advice. 

56 No idea of eternal life but b^ the works of the law. 

57 This young man came to Christ different to the generality. 

58 On striving to enter in at the strait gate. 

59 Natural and national repentance and reformation devolving 

on the Jews. 

60 Christ, the wonderfol Counsellor, gave the best of advice. 

61 Christ never advised the unregenerate to "labour" for 

spiritual life. 

62 The advice to "labour" in the text, not manual, but mental 

63 Exhortations in the Scriptures to the unregenerate of a legal 

kind 

64 The different manner in which Christ addressed the unregene- 

rate to that of the re^nerate. 

65 The manner Jesus addressea the unregenerate Scribes, &c. 

66 The obstinacv, rebellion, infidelity, and blindness of the Jews. 

67 David's prophecy concerning the Jews, and treatment to their 

Messiah, and the consequence thereOn. 

68 To strive, to " labour," and work, synonimous ; not spiritual 

labour. 
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PABAORAPH. 



69 Christ exhorteth the Jews to "labour'' according to law, and 

search the Scriptures. 

70 The Jews might have believed if they had laid aside their 

prejudices. 

71 The exhortations to believe of a legal and moral nature, 

according to law. 

72 Eirst commission to preach, was natural and le^ repentance. 

73 Vague conceptions oi the Apostles, concerning Uhrist's spirit- 

ual kingdom. 

74 The Apostles preached a legal dntj faith. 

75 The Apostles did not know that Christ was to die for sin till 

after his death. 

76 The Apostles' ignorance. 

77 The Apostles could not understand what Christ meoQt. 

78 The four Evangelists confessing their blindness and ignorance. 

79 The Apostles loiew not Christ as Mediator. 

80 They did not understand concerning his resurrection. 

81 Their prospective knowledge. 

82 Their views of redemption — ^temporal. 

83 No scriptural authority to suppose the Apostles preached 

spiritual remission of sins till after his death. 

84 The mmds of the Jews not in a fit state to receive such a 

doctrine. 

85 Joseph and Mary not fully understanding remission of sins by 

Jesus. 

86 After Christ's death he appeared to the twelve, and gave his 

second commission. 

87 The Apostles' not a settled understanding in the Scriptures 

concerning Jesus. 

88 But few who understand remission of sins by Christ. 

89 Only one who understood it. 

90 John the Baptist and Peter's preaching. 

91 A legal repentance preached previous to Christ's death ; hence, 

the different cities upbraided for not repenting; and 
hence, degrees in torment, or hell. 

92 The men of Nineveh shall rise up against this generation. 

93 If they would not believe they should die in their sins. 

94 The repentance which the Jews were exhorted to, &c. 

95 When man transgresses Qod's law, Grod justly caUs upon him 

to repent. 

96 The Jews might have been saved from temporal ruin. 

97 The breakers of their legal covenant, and blood-thirsty, did not 

live out half their days. 

98 The covenant of grace set forth. 

99 The impossibility of the covenant of grace being broken. 
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100 The difference betwixt the national legal covenant, and the 

covenant of grace. 

101 Some antideluvians and patriarchs, interested in the new 

covenant ofjgiace. 

1 02 The life which Cfidst told the Jews they might have had, was 

not spiritual. 

103 If eternal life were offered to man in his natural state, he 

could not receive it. 

104 And were God to offer eternal life to the whole world, who 

could move for it ? 

105 The presumption of Saul of Tarsus^ 

106 Paul preached the faith which he once destroyed. 

107 The cnance which man has of ssdvation. 

108 Man insensible of his lost and ruined state. 

109 How spiritual and etenial life is obtained. 

1 10 The life and safety which the Jews might have had. 

111 Life and death set before the Jews to choose. 

112 Portions of Scripture referring to the Jews in the days of 

Messiah. 

113 The rase of the Jews against Christ. 

114 Christ laughing at their calamity. 

115 The prophecy of the ruin of the Jews. 

116 Propnecies relating to the Jews in rejecting Christ, and 

their calamities, destruction, and dispersion. 

117 The Jews broken off for unbelief. 

118 The veneration who came out of Egypt excluded from 

Canaan, &c. 

119 Paul's acquaintance with the destruction of the Jews, and 

his desire they might be saved. 

120 God's work cut short, and a remnant saved. 

121 Paul's knowledge of Christ weeping over Jerusalem, and 

judicial blindness of the Jews. 

122 Christ's lamentation over Jerusalem, and would have 

^thered them. 

123 The aestruction of the temple foretold, and the signs of it. 

124 The judgments on the Jews for infidelity, and for murdering 

Christ. 

125 Obscurity removed from the text. 

126 The meaning of the Preaching set forth in the four gospels. 

127 The key which opens up the text, and the duty of the Jews 

to believe in Christ. 

128 The " Meat " aUuded to in the text. 

129 Though the Jews would not believe, they could not prevent 

ms own. 

130 Christ's invitation to the Jews. 
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FIFTHLY, the gift promised, 

131 What was the gift promised. 
133 It was not the gift of eternal life. 

133 Christ a true prophet. 

134 The gift promised was the meat which endureth unto 

everlasting life. 

135 It was an external gift unto them. 

136 Christ gave himself his Me, &c. 

137 Christ's fatal hour, a victim to their rage. 

138 Christ's last dying testimony. 

139 Peter's exhortation to repentance, &c. 

140 The gift promised, and how it should be treated. 

141 The hour oi wicked men, and the powers of darkness. 

142 Salvation brought out of treachery and injustice, &c. 

143 !nie benefit of Uhrisf s deal^ to the Gtentiles, and the Jews 

not saved, 

siXTHLT, the Fathet's sealing. 

144 Covenants or deed's sealed amon^ men. 

145 All the mystical members of Chnst sealed. 

146 Sealing considered in a four-fold sense. 

First 

147 Christ was sealed as the Covenant-Head of his people. 

Second, 

148 Christ was sealed by the Spirit for his office and work. 

Third. 

149 Christ was sealed, or hid, from the understanding of the 

Jews. 

150 A description of man when given up to a reprobate mind. 

151 The prophecies relating to Christ hid from the Jews. 

152 The destruction of the Jews sealed or hid from them. 

Fourthly. 

153 Christ was sealed for sufferings and death. 

154 Christ's sufferings in the garden. 

155 Christ's sufferings on the cross. 

156 Christ's sufferings augmented by the mockery and derision 

of the Priests and Elders. 

157 Eecapitulation of the divisions of the text. 

158 Conclusion — to the reader. 
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This little Treatise would never have been brought 
to public view; nor my thoughts given upon this 
abstruse passage of Scripture, had it not been the re- 
quest of an esteemed minister of the gospel. At the 
same time declaring, that he had never seen any ex- 
position upon it to his own satisfaction ; and after all 
that I could find upon it, I found myself in the same 
position ; so that it was with great reluctance I com- 
plied with the request, knowing the great research 
of Scripture it would require to be enabled to give 
anything like an Illustration of such an obscure text ; 
and before I dare give a thought upon it, I found it 
indispensably necessary to investigate the harmony 
of the discourse, as contained in the four Gospels 
wherein the text lies. And in order to do this more 
correctly, I searched for the best harmony on the 
Gospels ; but failing to find one which embraced the 



Viii DEDICATION. 

whole of the discourse in order y I was induced to 
extract from the four evangelists the whole of the 
discourse, and arranged it in juxtaposition, (which 
will be found in the Work,) as it appears to have 
been delivered by Christ at Capernaum. And from 
thence, with a studious attention to the four Gospels, 
combined with the whole sacred volume, I en- 
deavoured, cautiously, to give my thoughts. 

And as they have been approved of by esteemed 
ministers of long and high standing in the truth, I 
have been induced to publish them ; and such as they 
are, I dedicate them to 

Bible Beadees 

All Lovers of Gospel Truth ; 

To give them a candid perusal ; and compare them 
with the infallible standard ; and, pass an impartial 
judgment upon them. 

And may the Sun of Bighteousness arise on the 
mind with enlightening power, and the Spirit of 
truth "guide you into all truth;" and make you 
valiant for the truth ; is the sincere desire of 
Your's in the faith of the Gospel, 

W. O. 
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1. Must it not appear to every mind that is not deeply 
tainted -with infidelity^ deism or atheisih^ that Grod is 
a Grod of truth ? Deut. xami. 4. And that nothing 
contrary to truth can proceed firom him ; nOr can the 
Spirit of God teach anything but that which is con- 
sistent with truth. Should it be asked. What i^ 
truth ? the reply is, " Thy (God's) word is truth." 
John xvii. 17. And '* he that speaketh truth showeth 
forth righteousness ; buta false witness deceit." Pfov. 
xii. 17. " I rejoiced greatly when the brethren came 
and testified of the truth that is in thee." S John iii. 
S. There are numerous opinions among men, upon 
the different branches of truth, as recorded in the 
Scriptures ; and there are those who consider them- 
selves true teachers, who presume to say, that one 
person's opinion is as likely to be right as another's ; 
but is not such a notion bordering on infid<&lsfe^ ^ ^oA 
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is it not a disbelief of the harmony of the sacred 
oracles ? and must not such a mind be unestablished 
in the truths and opposed to much evangelical truth ; 
and think that every man is at liberty to believe any 
thing that his vain reason may dictate ? Oh ! let us 
look for a better guide than this ; for there is such a 
thing as " a form of sound words which are to be held 
fast." 2 Tim. i. 13. " Holding fast the faithful 
word, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both 
to exhort and to convince the gainsayers." " Re- 
buke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
£uth ; not giving heed to Jewish fables and command- 
ments of men that turn aside from the truth.^^ Titus 
i. 9 — 14. ** But speak thou the things which become 
sound doctrine : in doctrine shewing uncorruptness, 
sound speech that cannot be condemned; that he that 
is of the contrary part may be ashamed." Titus ii. 
1, 7, 8. It is true, that every man has an undoubted 
right to think for himself; but then, there are right 
and wrong thoughts, even as there are but two classes 
of characters on the face of the earth — the righteous 
and the wicked, (though many different shades and 
complexions) ; so there are but two kinds of doctrine 
disseminated — truth and error ; and 



Nothing but truth before God's throne 
With honor can appear." 



3. Oh, then, for a heart instructed in divine things, 
so as to know the truth, love the truth, enjoy the truth, 
speak the truth, and be established in the truth; for 
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Firm as a rock God's troth shall stand. 
When rolling years shall cease to move.' 



4. There axe others who tell us that the sense of the 
Scriptures axe privately conveyed and confined to the 
brains of the pope and the priests^ hence they en- 
deavour to withhold them firom every one eke. But 
we read that " no prophecy of Scripture is of any 
private interpretation ;" (2 Peter i. 20,) and ^^ that 
the Fathers are to teach them to their children, and 
children's children." Deut. iv. 9. And the injunc- 
tion of him who spake as never man spake, is, " Search 
the Scriptures." John v. 89. 

5. WhentheHolyGhostinspiredhisservanttowrite 
his sacred truth, he well knew the conflicting opinions, 
the errors, the false notions, the vain philosophy, the 
traditions of men, the flesh, and world-pleasing doc- 
trines that would abound. 2 Thess. ii. 7 — 10. Hence, 
the many strong and striking admonitions, cautions, 
and warnings interspersed throughout the truthful 
volume ; such as, " Take heed how ye hear, and what 
ye hear." " Beware of false prophets," (Matt. vii. 
16,) for ^^ many false prophets shall arise and deceive 
many." Matt. xiii. 11. "Beware, lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit after 
the traditions of men, after the rudiments of the 
world and not after Christ." Col. ii. 8. " Be not 
carried about with divers and strange doctrines, for 
it is a good thing that the heart be established with 
grace," (or truth). Heb. xiii. 9. " Believe not every 
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spirit^ but try the spirits," (John iv. 1,) by the word 
of truth. " Who hath bewitched you, that ye should 
not obey the truth." Gal. iii. 1. 

6. And notwithstanding the many cautions, and ad- 
monitions, we filid that many have been bewitched 
with talent, with philosophy, with false notions, with 
traditions, with liiubtle sophistry and seducing elo- 
quence, so thAt they do not obey the truth ; and '* by 
reason of whom the way of truth is evil spoken of." 
2 Peter ii. 2. And who often endeavour to link the 
interests of Christ and the world together. Talent, 
eloquence, and philosophy are admirable in their 
place ; but they axe not to be set up in Dan as a calf 
to bow dOTvH to; iiot published lA the dtil'^et* of 
" Askelon" as a g'od to be Worshipped ; nor j^aced in 
cfompetition with truth, foif it is a lamentable fact, that 
great talent lit general, is guided by "viain philosophy," 
ot kuMan reason, rather than divine truth. 

7. Sophistry, or human reason, with all its native 
appendages arid acquitelments, when it s^ts itself up 
as an expounder of God's truth, if it does not aiialo- 
gise and harmonise, it is but an ignis fatus to the 
mind— a false light. We have numbers of talented 
teachers, who have the eflSrontery to say, that " to 
harmonise Gt)d's word is a business which they are 
not required to attend to;" and even boast in saying, 
that ''to reconcile the different parts of Scripture iis 
not their work." But is not this '' vain philosophy, 
and great swelling words of vanity ?" 2 Peter ii. 18. 
With such then, the Scriptures may be made to mea^ 
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anything that reason and fiincy dictates^ or that talent 
and eloquence can utter. But is this in accordance 
with the method of the Gbreat Apostle of the Gentiles ? 
for he says, "Which things we speak, not in the 
words which num's wisdom teacheth,** but that which 
is taught in the Scriptures by the Holy Ghost, 
^^ comparing spiritual things with spiritual." Was 
it not Paul's business then to harmonise and to recon- 
cile ? Hence, " if any man speak, let him speak as 
the oracles of God.** Bishop Heber's estimate of hu- 
man reason, may not be improperly placed here, which 
is as follows : 

** Yarn human reason boasts himself a light» 
Thongh but a vandering meteor of the night ; 
Yet the impostor wotild aspire to be 
Esteem'd a son of noble pedigtee, 
Yaonting his father^s titles and his racs. 
Though you see mongrel written in his faoe. 
In vain he seeks on pilgrims to impose^ 
In vain he strives to lead them by the nose ; 
the cheat's discover'd, and bright truth prevails, 
When humble faith doth hold the sacred scales. 
Eeason and sense ate but dedeitfol guides, 
A better convoy God for us provides : 
Gdestial inKOrn dwells in tii' abyss of light, 
Wi«|)t up in clouds from human reason's sight ; 
He that would see her as she's thus conceal'd. 
Must look by fmth, believing whaf s leveal'd. 
Eest then» my soul, from endless anguish free'd, 
Vot reason is thy gtdde, nor sense thy creed. 
I'aith is the best insurer of thy bHss, 
The bank above must fail before this ventaxe miss." 
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8. It has been the desire of the writer of the following 
Treatise^ to lay aside human reason as a guide to 
expound the said text ; and to keep his eye and mind 
steadidly fixed on sacred truth; and he has en- 
deavoured to harmonise, to reconcile, and analagise. 
And by this method^ he trusts that his labour has 
not been in vain upon the work assigned to him ; 
and he is desirous that it may stand or fall^ when 
justly compared with that word which "shall not 
pass away." For for many years it has been his de- 
sire to contend, hot for victory, but for truth ; for 
which he feels himself accountable, for a proper use, 
or p-buse of; and by which he will be judged at the 
last great day ! Rev. xx. 12. And when he becomes 
useless to God, to his cause, and his people in this 
vale of tears, he may drop into the dust from whence 
he came, and his soul return to God who gave it. 
Eccles. xii. 7. 

9. He has considered the text as being highly meta- 
phorical, and that it cannot be taken in its grammati- 
cal or literal sense ; because if understood so, it has 
no parallel in the Scripture, but much to contradict 
it ; whereas that cannot be admitted. 

10. In the fourth division, i. e., the council and ad- 
vice given ; it may be thought by some, that there is 
much in it superfluous, or foreign from the subject ; 
this will be obviated, if it be duly considered that this 
part of the text (though metaphorical) is analagous 
with the Old Testament precept, council, and advice 
given to the Jews by the Prophets, concerning their 
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promised Messiah ; and that it embraces the substance 
of Christ's precepts to the Jews concerning himself^ 
as recorded in the four Gospels. The writer has long 
been fully persuaded^ by sacred truths that in his 
youth, he was taught (from the pulpit and otherwise,) 
to pervert many of these portions, by taking them up 
abstractedly, and making them to mean exhortations 
to spiritual things ; whereas, if they are taken with 
their context and parallels, they have no such mean- 
ing in them. And if the reader will take the pains 
to exaitune, impaxtiaUy and studiously, every chapter 
and verse therein set forth ; weigh the contexts ; in- 
vestigate and compare the parables; as the writer 
has done — it is presumed that the conviction will be, 
that they are not perverted, or used improperly. 
But be not deceived, it is impossible to understand 
the sacred volume by a superficial reading; for it 
requires the most serious and studious attention and 
investigation to find its beauty and harmony. For a 
proof of this, and how a knowledge of it is to be 
obtained, see Prov. ii. 1, 5. 

11. When a book is published, it, of course, meets 
with all kinds of readers ; such as the critic, the cap- 
tious, the sarcastic, the bigot, the malevolent, the 
careless, and those who are guided by mere fancy ; 
^and if not composed and expressed in their own 
fancied style, is little thought it of and spumed. 
Allow me to recommend to all the old adage, as a 
motto, namely, " Honesty is the best policy." And a 
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book honestly written, has but Kttle to fear from an 
honest and candid reader. 

12. While readingthe foUowingpages, endeavonr to 
bear in mind that the text was addressed to the Jews ; 
exclusively so, at the time it was spoken ; and that 
to the nnregenerate ; and that they were stiU under 
a national, legale and conditional covenant ; and that 
their national covenant was not abrogated tiU after 
Christ's death. Hence, the Apostles and seventy 
Disciples did not preach spiritual remission of sins 
by the sacrifice of Christ previous to his death ; they 
did not understand it till after his resurrection — then 
how could they preach it ? Neither is it to be foimd 
in all the four Gospels that they did ; but much that 
declares to the contrary; it is true, that this is against the 
stream of general opinion ; but if the subject is closely 
investigated, not to make it bend to our preconceived, 
or predetermined views, but with a mind divested of 
prejudice, and open to conviction ; with a desire to 
have the sense of the four Evangelists upon it, it 
must be clearly seen as demonstrated in this Work. 
The harbinger of Christ understood it, and spake of 
it ; but he was soon put to prison and death. Christ 
himself preached it (at times) plainly to the multitudes, 
but, whenever he did it so enraged them that they 
called it " blasphemy :" they said, " who can forgive 
sins but God?" He preached it privately to his 
Apostles, but " they understood none of these things." 
They did not understand the nature of his kingdom. 
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as being spiritual ; they understood it to be earthjy 
and temporal, and a deUverance from the Bomish 
yoke, which they were under for their national sins 
and transgressions. 

13. But the drift of the Aposdes* preaching to the 
Jews, the three years previous to Christ's death, accord- 
ing to the four Evangelists, was a legal, natural, or hu- 
man repentance ; a reformation of their manners and 
errors, which they had imbibed, and in which they 
were living ; and a belief in Messiah, as being come 
according to prophetic promise, and that his kingdom 
was at hand. This will appear obvious, when we 
consider, that it was highly necessary that this should 
be preached to them, that God might be just when he 
" judged them ;" and clear when he destroyed them 
as a nation, for the abuse of those privileges and 
advantages with which they were favoured ; their non- 
repentance of their errors, and their unbelief and re- 
jection of the Messiah. 

14. It is true, that at the period of the birth of Christ, 
there were several good old saints waiting for the 
Messiah, or, '*the consolation of Israel;" who under- 
stood Christ's mission into the world, as being a spi- 
ritual Saviour, and to die for the sins of his people : 
the shepherds, and the wise men firom the east who 
came to worship him; Elizabeth and Zecharias; 
Anah, the prophetess ; and good old Simeon ; and it 
was revealed to Joseph and Mary. But let it be ob- 
served, that this was at the birth, and it was about 
thirty years before either John the Baptist, Christ or 
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his apostles^ began to preach. And these good old 
saints who were then well stricken in years, (and 
Simeon was ready to depart,) appear to have all died 
off before the public ministry of Christ ; for we hear 
no more of them afterwards, with the exception of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus ; and Christ was secluded 
in early life for thirty years, with one exception, at 
twelve years of a^e. In the mean time, the Jewish 

abomination than at any former period. 

16. Do not meet those unpopular truths, which are 
set forth in this work, with a mind barred to conviction 
by early impressions, and opposite views imbibed, 
because I have not trod in the footsteps of men, but 
have endeavoured to move on in the track of truth. 
But examine fairly, and judge accordingly ; and let 
it be your humble position to bow to Revelation 
with that reverence and respect which is due to it ; 
and never be too proud and self-willed to recant 
anything and everything that you can perceive to be 
inconsistent with truth. 

16. It has been the aim of the writer to distinguish 
betwixt natural or legal faith as a duty according to 
law ; and spiritual, or supernatural faith as a New 
Covenant gift according to the Gospel; betwixt 
natural or legal repentance and spiritual repentance ; 
betwixt a legal conditional covenant of works, which 
was binding on the Jews, and wherein lay their 
accountability; and tiie covenant of grace, which 
Christ came to establish, which is sovereign, free. 
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and unconditional. Natural or legal faiih was a 
duty devolving upon the Jews, and a virtue belonging 
to^ and required by, the moral law ; and was one of 
the weightier matters of it : hence Christ said, " Woe 
unto you. Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ; for ye 
pay tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin, and have 
omitted the weightier matters of the law,^W^9n€nf, 
mercy y anifaith^^ Hence, many presume to preach 
what is called d^iy faith ; i. e., that it is the duty of 
all men to believe to the saving of the soul, and that 
man is accountable for it, thougk he has no power to 
perform it. This is evidently a gross mistaJ^e and 
mischievous error, and little less than blasphemy; 
for it is an infringement on the province of God, and 
robs him of his sovereignty, because salvation from 
first to last, and all tlungs connected with it, are of 
special and sovereign grace. 

17. But it mu9t be admitted, that it is the bounden 
duty of all men, who are favoured with the scriptures, 
legally to believe them; and that to be a confirmed 
Infidel^ is a most awful sin. It will be seen in the 
subsequent pages, that the Infidel Jews found it so; 
and ^^ He that (legally) believeth not God, (who ever 
he be) hath made him a liar." 1 John v. 10, But 
this is very different to that belief, which is connected 
with salvation. 

18. Man's accountability arises from that which is 
given him to make a proper use of, and which is within 
his power to perform; from privileges and advantages 
improved or abused ; hence, " Where much is pvetL 
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vinced of it. And the man who does feel his sinner- 
ship, and impotency, and the necessity of a Eedeemer, 
Mediator and Saviour, will fervently exclaim ; 
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Go you that rest upon the law, 
And toil and seek salvation there : 

Look to the flame that Moses saw. 
And shrink ! and tremble ! and despair ! 

But, m retire beneath tiie cross. 
Saviour, at thy dear feet I'll lie ; 

And the keen sword that justice draws 
Ebming and red shall pass me by." 



21. These prefatory remarks, may serve to show 
something of what the following pages contain. And if 
the reader can go through the latter part of the work, 
i.e., the Gift Promised, and the Father's sealing, 
and behold the sufferings of an immaculate Christ, 
without any emotions of soul ; it is much more than 
the writer could do when he penned it. And now to 
the only wise God and Saviour, who worketh all 
things after the council of his own will — that which 
I have written I desire to leave in his mighty hand ; 
and so far as it is consistent with his truths may he 
own and bless, and make that use of it, which seemeth 
good in his sight. And to the triune Jehovah, be 
the honour, the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

William Odling. 

Foofs Cray, Jan. 1851. 



A TREATISE, 



&0.i &C, 



"Labour not /or the meat which perisheth, but /or that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting li/e, which the Son of Man shall 
give unto you : /or him hath God the Father sealed" John yi. 27. 



We are told that " all Scripture given by inspi- 
ration of God, is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that 
the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly fur- 
nished unto all good works." 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
And if there is one portion of God^s word, that is 
worthy of attention, more than another, to the chil- 
dren of God; must it not be this ? " Grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the 
day of redemption." Eph. iv. 30. And although 
there are many things which may grieve the spirit of 
God, what can be more God dishonouring, and griev- 

B 



0U8 to the Spirit, than to embrace error, pervert his 
revealed will, as recorded in the scriptures, and there- 
by promulgate falsehood ? How needful then to ^'buy 
the Truth, and sell it not," Frov. xxiii. 23. Sell it 
not on any account, neither for the riches^ honours, 
nor pleasures of this life ; nor for a good name among 
men ; nor for the sake of peace ; nor for avoiding per- 
secution ; nor for the fashionable theories of the world. 
But prove all things, and hold fast that which is good. 
1 Thess. v. ^1. And to take heed that no man deceive 
us with vain words. Eph* v. 6. And cease to hear 
instruction that causeth to err from the words of know- 
ledge. Prov. xix. 27. But to be nourished up in 
the words of faith, and good doctrine. 1 Tim, iv. 6. 
For BLESSED are the undefiled in the way, who walk 
in the law of the Lord. Ps. cxix. 1. We shall find, 
that had the Jews thus walked in the law of the Lord, 
Christ would not had occasion to have addressed 
them in the language of our text. 

S. In all our searches and researches then, in the 
Divine Oracle ; every passage that occupies our atten- 
tion, or strikes our imagination to come to a decision 
upon; we should by all means, endeavour to ascer- 
tain the original design and intention of the Sfnrit 
in it. And our text being a peculiar one; requiring 
the strictest, and most unbiassed investigation ; not to 
be guided by early erroneous impressions; nor by our 
native human and carnal reason, (apart from revera- 
tion) which always leads astray more or less in divine 



and supernatural things, Bom. viii. 7. and as one 
justly sings, 

*' In Tain would boasting reason find. 
The way to happiness, and Qod, 
Her weak directions leave the mind 
Bewilder'd in a dubious road.** 

This being the case, let us earnestly join in concert 
with another singer in Israel and exclaim ; 

** My fayour'd soul shall meekly learn, 
To lay her reason at thy throne ; 
Too weak thy mysteries to discern, 
I'll trust thee for my guide abne." 

* 

Yes, reason's business should be, to look to, and take 
God and his word, as her guide ; and '^ compare spirit- 
ual things with spiritual'^ and so bring them to agr^e, 
according to the analogy of that *^ Faith which was 
once delivered to the saints." Jude iii. So that like 
the apostle we may say, " which things also we speak, 
not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth." 1 Cor. xi. 13. 

And although we may not feel to be under a divine 
<impulse>or direct internal guidance of the Holy Gbost; 
(as many boast of in all their contemplations,) yet 
if we are determined to be guided by that which he 
bath recorded for our instruction; and exclude all 
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inconsistent human inventions^ as traditions^ false 
notions^ predetermined views^ philosophy, and vain 
deceit, which are after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ. Col. xi. 8. Thus, if we take 
the word of God as our guide, and comprehend the 
scriptures according to the original design of the 
spirit, by comparing one part with another, so that 
we find their irrefutable and obvious meaning, we 
may with becoming humility say, we are taught by 
the Holy Ghost, (or by) which things the Holy Ghost 
teacheth ; because we have renounced all teaching, 
which does not accord with God's word. Hence, 
blessed is the man who walketh not in the council of 
the ungodly ; Ts. i. 1 ; or wicked, as the margin 
reads. And all teaching and council, that is incon- 
sistent with God's testimonies, comes from ungodly 
and wicked nature, or satan the wicked one. These 
" take council together, but it shall come to naught." 
Isa viii. 1 0. But the council of the Lord standeth 
forever, Ps. xxxiii. 11. 

3. Moreover, whenever we read, either the Old or 
New. Testament Scriptures, we should always en- 
deavour to distinguish betwixt the law and the gospel; 
betwixt that which relates to the old Jewish national 
covenant of works, and that which relates to the 
new covenant of grace ; betwixt natural faith, and 
spiritual faith, betwixt natural repentance as a duty, 
and spiritual repentance as a gracious gift. Betwixt 
external calling, and internal and effectual calling. 



For these things differ as much^ as life and death, 
light and darkness* It is for the want of this dis- 
covery and distinction^ that we have so much error in 
the world. Ministers take up passages of scriptures 
(and this teaches the people to do the same,) which 
refer directly to the Jewish law, or covenant of works ; 
and do not give its literal and original meaning, but 
preach from it gospel, or that which relates to the new 
covenant of grace ; and hence it is that we have so 
much from the pulpit and the press, that is neither 
law nor gospel ; and thus jumble works and grace 
together^ so that we have much that may be termed 
a " yea and nay*' gospel, and which Paul calls ** pur- 
posing according to the flesh," 2 Cor. i. 17 — 20 ; and 
which he with all his might censured, (Gal. iii. 1 — 3,) 
and which is only calculated to puzzle, perplex, and 
bewilder every mind^ where the heart is not established 
in the truth as it is in Jesus ; and who does not take 
unto him the whole armour of God, and not having 
his loins girt about with truth, to withstand those 
wily arts of flesh and satan. Eph. vi. II — 14. O 
my soul cease to hear instruction that causeth to err 
from the words of knowledge. And 

" May God's blest Volume ever lie 
Close to my heart, and near my eye, 
Till life's last hour, my soul engage, 
And be my chosen heritage." 

4. The great Dr. Carson, in his works — page 829, 
in bis letters to the editor of the Edinburgh Review, 
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on evangelical preaching, makes no distinctiaii be- 
twixt natural faith and spiritual faith. Thns with 
his plausible amalgamation^ he confesses in page 388, 
that he cannot prove their consistency, and yet he is 
so presumptuous as to declare positively that whicli is 
inconsistent^ and there leave it. Thus with his ad- 
vantages in learning, his great talent, and profound 
sophistry, he is calculated to misguide multitudes} 
and confirm them in unsound doctrine. 

" Buch preaching neither gospel is, nor laW| 
But a strange mixture of hay, wood and straw.** 

Think not that we speak invidiously, for there is 
much in Dr. Carson's works that is instructive and 
Worthy of attention, and according to truth, while 
there is much that is erroneous and to be rejected ; his 
works are only fit for those who are established in the 
truth, and who are as God's mouth, and separate the 
precious from the vile, the chaflf from wheat, truth from 
error, and earnestly contend for the harmony of God's 
sacred word. For 

" This is the judge that ends the strife, 
Where wit and reason fail.** 

Furthermore, it is indispensable in reading the scrip- 
tures, ever to distinguish, or to discover those pas- 
sages, which must be taken in their grammatical or 
literal meaning, and those which are figurate, para- 
bolical, or metaphorical ; or it is impossible to under- 
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st^nd the Sacred Volume. If somethiug like the 
foregoing introductory remarks were more attended to, 
the Sacred Volume would not be so difficult to under- 
stan(}> nor should we have so much error in the world. 
Which error has proceeded from satan, '^ the father 
of lies ;'' and from the pride, self-will> early impres- 
sions, false notions, and determined obstinacy, of poor 
blind, impot^n|; man ; who would fain be wise, above 
that wbiph \$ written ; ^- though he be bom like a wild 
ass's colt.'' Jqlf xi. 12. 

'' But (41 this glory lien oonceal'd 
From men of prudence and of wit ; 
The prifice of dar]^e93 bli^fls their eyes, 
And their own pride resists the light." 

5. But our text was spoken by one who could not 
err in anything that proceeded from his consecrated 
lips ; neither did any man ever speak like him ; all 
that he said was yea and amen to the glory of God 
the Father ; nor did he ever contradict himself, and 
if we meet in the Scriptures with seeming contra- 
dictiQns wl^Jch we cannot reconcile, it is on account 
o{ our shor,t-$ightedness, our little acquaintance with 
his revealed will, and for want of a more sound and 
enlightened understanding; for 

'* If aught there dark appear, 

B^ewail thy want of sight ; 
'No imperfection. can be there, 
For all God's words are right." 
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Oh that Jesus may come in the power of his Spirit, as 
he came to his disciples of old, and open our under- 
standings that we may understand the Scriptures. 

6. Now our text seems to embrace a great pant of 
that which the four gospels contain, and that we may 
come to some consistent and scriptural view and de- 
cision upon it, let us enquire briefly 

7. First, — to whom was the text addressed. 

Secondly f — let us notice the moral state and con- 
dition they were in as a nation at the time they were 
addressed in the language of the text. 

Thirdly, — the prohibition in our text, ^'Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth ;" or, what we are to 
understand by the labour and the meat which {)er- 
isheth. 

Fourthly, — the advice or counsel given, ** But for 
that meat which endure th to everlasting life." 

Fifthly, — the gift promised, *^ Which the Son of 
man shall give unto you." And 

Sixthly, — the Father's sealing, ^^For him hath 
God the Father sealed.'^ 

8. First then ; let us enquire to whom the text was 
addressed. It was originally addressed to the Jews 
exclusively. Christ " Came to his own, and his own 
received him not." John i. 11. As a nation they 
were his own, and that by covenant, choice, and care. 
**And I have also established my covenant with 
them. Exod. vi, 4." " The Lord thy God hath chosen 
thee to be a special people unto himself, above all that 
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are upon the face of the earth." Deut. vii. 6. '^ He 
suffered no man to do them wrong, yea^ he reproved 
kings for their sakes, saying touch not my anointed, 
and do my prophets no harm," 1 Chron. xvi. 21, 22. 
Thus we say they were his own by covenant, by choice, 
and by peculiar care. And to them was given the 
promise of a Shiloh, or Saviour^ Gen. xlix. 10, 11, 
who in due time came to them, ^' But they received 
him not" as their Messiah sent of God, although 
their prophets so plainly foretold all things concerning 
him : and whom they pretended to be looking for, 
longing for, and some of them expecting him about 
the time he came. They did not receive him as a 
promised Redeemer, to redeem from spiritual bondage 
and thraldom, which they were in and knew it not, for 
when he told them of it they declared they never were 
in bondage. John viii. 33, 36. Nor did they receive 
the gospel which he preached to them, neither did 
Uiey receive him on account of the mighty miracles 
which he wrought, though they demonstrated the 
mighty power of God in him ; hence he said, " Where- 
unto shall I liken this generation ? It is like unto 
children sitting in the markets, and calling unto their 
fellows, and saying we have piped unto you, and ye 
have not danced ; we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented, &c. It shall be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon at the day of judgment than for 
you." Matt. xi. 16—22. 

9. Previous to Jesus uttering the language of our 
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text he had wrought a great miracle amongst the mul- 
titude, which had been attracted and gathered around 
him, and he had fed five-thousand miraculously with 
five barley loaves and two small fishes. This excited 
their natural passions to transcient admiration, inso' 
much that some said '^ It was John the baptist, some 
said Elias^ and others that one of the old prophets had 
risenagain." Lukeix.l9. AndinJohnvi.l4, **This is of 
a truth that prophet that should come into the world.^ 
Those last described, doubtless, were those legal and 
nominal disciples, who, when they heard his free-grace 
doctrines, were so o£fended, that they went back and 
walked no more with him. Verse 66. And although 
they were looking for their promised Messiah, accord- 
ing to prophecy, the generality of them as a nation, 
had no idea of their Shiloh setting up a spiritual king- 
dom, or kingdom of grace, establishing a new cove- 
nant, abrogating the old national, legal, and ceremonial 
covenant of works ; but they viewed him as a temporal 
king, to deliver them from the Roman yoke of bondage, 
and to establish them in earthly grandeur beyond all 
that they had hitherto experienced. Hence ** when 
Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 
take him by force, [for many of the Jewish people 
believed on him] and make him a king, he departed 
from them." Verse 15. Thus it was the Jews alone 
which Jesus addressed, when he said, ** Labour not 
for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which 
endureth to everlasting life, which the Son of man 
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shall give unto you, for him hath God the Father 
sealed/' 

10. Secondly, let us notice the moral state and con- 
dition the Jews were in as a nation, as regarded 
their worship and views, when Christ addressed them 
in the language of our text. 

11. Now the Jews, as a nation^ were favoured 
above all other nations under heaven^ according to 
the declaration of the Spirit by Moses and Paul* 
Moses says, '^ What nation is there so great, who hath 
God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for ; and what nation is 
there so great, that, has statutes and judgments so 
righteous as all this law which I set before you ?" 
Deut. iv. 7, 8. Paul says, " What advantage then 
hath the Jew ? Much, every way, because unto them 
were committed the oracles of God." Rom. iii. 1,2. 
*' Who are Israelites : to whom pertaineth the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the service of God, and the promises." 
Rom. ix. 4. 

IS. But notwithstanding all their favours, privileges, 
and advantages^ as a nation, their moral state and con- 
dition was dreadful ; they were awfully sunk in moral 
pollution, defilement and error: and, according to 
various parts of the Old Testament and the New, they 
were addicted to every abomination. And it is evident 
that Isaiah, under the dictates of the Spirit, in the 
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first chapter, his prophetic eye viewed this 
generation^ when he described them as being worse 
than the beast^ even the grazing ox, or as the stupid 
and stubborn ass ; and calb heaven and earth to hear 
the astonishing tale of their rebellion against God ; 
and Grod^s declaration concerning them. ^ I have 
nourished and brought up children; and they have 
rebelled against me. The ox knoweth his owner, and 
the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth not know, 
my people doth not consider. Ah, sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity, a seed of evil doers, chil- 
dren that are corrupters : they have forsaken the Lord^ 
they have provoken the Holy One of Israel to anger, 
they are gone away backward. How is the faithful 
city become an harlot ? it was full of judgment ; right- 
eousness lodged in it; but now murderers. Thy 
princes are rebellious and companions of thieves ; 
every one loveth gifts, and foUoweth after rewards : 
they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of 
the widow come unto them. Your hands are full of 
blood." Isaiah here described the state of the Jews 
in the times of the Messiah, is evident, by quotations 
from this chapter in the New Testament to that eSect 
by Paul : see Rom. ix. 29. 

1 3. And as regards their principles in worship, they 
were sunk into the most nauseous hypocrisies ; and 
their doctrines, through their traditions^ were the most 
vain, delusive, corrupt, and erroneous. The Pharisees 
denied any necessity for Christ's first coming, by their 
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meritorious works and self-righteousness; and the 
Sadducees denied, his second coming, saying there is 
no resurrection^ angel or spirit, nor future rewards^ nor 
punishments. And the testimony of Jesus, in Matt, 
xxiii., concerning the Scribes and Pharisees, in their 
false worship, blind zeal, hypocrisy and iniquity, is 
without a parallel; this will cleariy appear, if we 
quote but four verses of the above chapter, from that 
Uack catalogue, t. e. 14, 15, 27, 28. Jesus said, ^^ Woe 
unto you. Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites i for ye 
devour widows' houses^ and for a pretence make long 
prayers ; therefore, ye shall receive greater damnation. 
Woe unto you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for 
ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and 
when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child 
of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you Scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye are like unto whited 
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, 
but are within full of dead men's bones, and all un- 
cleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righte- 
ous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and 
iniquity." " They had eyes but saw not, ears but 
heard not," Mark viii. 18. And he said unto them, 
*' Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as 
it is written, this people honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from me : howbeit, in vain do 
they worship me, teaching for doctrines the command* 
ments of men ; full well ye reject the commandments 
of God, that ye may keep your own traditions^ 
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making the word of God of none effect^ through your 
traditions^ which ye have delivered : and many such 
things ye do.*^ Mark vii. 6^ 7, 9, 13. And Paul said 
of them in his day^ '^ that they had a zeal for God^ but 
not according to knowledge. For they being ignorant 
of God's righteousness^ and going about to establish 
their own righteousness^ have not submitted themselves 
unto the righteousness of God.*^ Rom. x. 2^ 3. 

14. And the Scribes and Pharisees had great in- 
fluence over the minds of the nation^ as we may clearly 
see by various passages in the four gospels; and 
especially at our Lord's trials we may see the authority 
which the Pharisees had over the multitude ; for they 
persuaded the people to ask Pilate to release unto 
them Barrabas rather than Jesus; Matt, xxvii. 20; 
notwithstanding the multitude had accompanied him 
into the cit}'^ with Hosanna ! and acclamations as the 
Messiah . Matt. xxi. 8 — 1 1 • 

1 5. Moreover, the Jews were under a national, legal 
and ceremonial covenant of works; and they could 
not look through the ceremonial law and see the new 
covenant oigrace^ which the Messiah was to establish ; 
but a very small remnant, and many of them but 
dimly; although it was typical and set forth in their 
ceremonies or ^' ordinances," (read attentively Heb. 
ix.) and plainly foretold by their Prophets, Jer, xxxi. 
88, 84. And, 

" The ancient Levitical law 
Was-prophecy after its kind ; 
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In types there the faithful foresaw 
The Saviour that ransom'd mankind : 

The altar, the Iamb, and the priest, 
The blood that was sprinkled of old, 

Had life when the people could taste 
The blessings those shadows foretold." 

But the vail was over the face of their understandings 
that they could not see. 2 Cor. iii. 14. And it ap- 
pears that this generation^ in the period of Christ's 
ministry^ was more hardened in sin, more bewitched 
with their traditions and error, more hypocritical in 
their forms and worship, and more blind to the mean- 
ing of their scriptures^ than any of their forefathers. 

16. As regards their moral state and condition then^ 
who but must say, that much mental labour was 
necessary, to obtain consistent views of truth; and 
that they had much to reject and eject, as perishing 
meat; much to repent of and be converted, in a 
natural, legal, national, and personal point of view. 
And a duty devolving upon them, as accountable 
creatures to God, for their moral conduct ; and accord- 
ing to that which John, Jesus, and his apostles 
preached, and enjoined upon them; for they went out 
and preached that men should repent, Mark vi. 1 2* 
This, then, is but a faint description of the moral 
state and condition the Jews were in when Jesus 
said, " Labour not for the meat which perisheth," &c. 

17. Thirdly: let us notice the prohibition in our 
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text, and endeavour to ascertain what is meant by the 
labour, and the meat which perisheth, '* Labour (or 
work) not for the meat which perisheth.'* 

18. Many think that manual labour, aud secular 
things, or meat, or food, and sustenance for the body, 
is intended by the Saviour, in this part of our text ; 
but this notion we shall find contrary to the whole 
tenor of Scripture ; and Paul flatly contradicts, and 
reprobates the idea, throughout his writings. He says 
to the Thessalonians : and this we command you, 
that if any would not work, neither should he eat ; 
we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that with quietness they worky and eat their own 
bread. 2 Thess. iiL 10 — 12. And that ye study to 
do your own business, and work with your own hands 
as we commanded you. 1 Thess. iv. 12, If Christ 
and Paul meant one and the same kind of work, and 
meat, then Christ prohibited that which Paul com- 
manded, so that they would contradict each other, and 
be irreconcilable : but we cannot admit that there are 
any contradictions in God's book, nor anything but 
what may be reconciled ; therefore Christ and Paul 
could not mean the same kind of labour, or work and 
meat. Should any object and say, but Christ was 
speaking to those who were over-anxious concerning 
the things of this life, and Paul was addressing those 
who were indolent, careless, and indiflferent, and would 
rather live by craft than their own labour ; I say, this 
method cannot make the passages harmonise, for 
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Christ was addressing unbelievers, even those who re- 
jected him as the Messiah ; and Paul was addressing 
believers, or those who made a profession of Christ, 
and was exhorting to duty and industry ; but to say 
labour not (for literal meat) is opposed to industry. 

19. Moreover, it may be thought by some that our 
text is a parellel with the following, i. e. " Therefore 
take no thought for the morrow, saying what shall we 
eat ? and what shall we drink? or where withall shall 
we be clothed ? Matt. vi. 31. And he said unto his 
disciples, '' Therefore I say unto you, take no thought 
for your life, what ye shall eat, neither for the body, 
what ye shall put on ; the life is more than meat, and 
the body is more than raiment.^' Luke xii. 22, 23. 
This thought is met with the same objection as the 
one above, these portions being addressed to Christ's 
disciples and believers in him ; and it should be ob- 
served here that these portions being originally ad- 
dressed to the apostles and disciples as preachers, they 
were suited to their peculiar circumstances ; they had 
been called from their occupations, and from manual 
labour, to labour ministerially in the kingdom of Christ, 
and to live hy faith on divine providence in their new 
calling : hence when he sent them out to preach, and 
to heal the sick, to cleanse the leper, to raise the dead, 
and. to cast out devils, he charged them ** to provide 
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in their purses, nor 
scrip for their journey, neither two coats, neither 
shoes, nor yet staves, [to strike or smite with,] for the 
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workman is worthy of bis meat. Matt. x. 7 — 10. And 
whenever they entered into the house of a son of peaqe 
to remain for a time^ they were to eat and drink such 
things as were given to them. Luke xi. 5— ?7. Thus 
they were called to labour in God's harvest^ and it 
was their duty to trust him for their maintainance, as 
he had promised to supply all their needs^ therefiore 
he called upon them to exercise^ai^A in him^ '^How 
much more shall he not supply you^ O ye of little 
faith.'' 

20. This we say^ then^ was peculiar to Christ's 
apostles and seventy disciples during his stay with 
them, and being itinerant preachers; but this was 
not a standing rule after his death, resurrection, and 
the day of Pentecost, as manj other things recorded in 
the four gospels; and it will not strictly apply to any 
but Christ's primitive preachers, whose preaching was 
confined to the land of Judea, and their own country- 
men. Hence, just before Christ died and left the 
world he reversed the above command, '^ And he said 
unto them, when I sent you without purse and scrip, 
and shoes, lacked ye anything ? And they said no- 
thing. Then said he unto them, but now he that hath 
a purse let him take it, and likewise his scrip ; and he 
that hath no sword let him sell his garment and buy 

one for the things c(»iceming me have an end." 

Luke xxii. 35 — 37. Naw where in all the Scriptures 
are unbelievers (as those were addressed in our text) 
called upon to exercise spiritual /ai^A, or perform spi- 
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ritual acts, haying no new-creation faculty to exercise ? 
I confess I cannot find it in the book : therefore the 
above portions are not parellels vriih our text. 

21. It is true these last cited portions, originally 
addressed to Christ's immediate disciples under pe- 
culiar drcumstances when he first sent them out, may 
be applied to christians, as cautions not to be too 
anxious about literal and temporal things, or the things 
of this life. But this is very difierent to our text ; (it 
being addressed to infidel Jews, who were labouring in 
superstition, will-worship, and external works of 
righteousness in order to please God, and obtain 
eternal life and salvation) it is a complete prohibition, 
'* Labour not.'* 

22. Doubtless Christ, previous to his public min- 
istry, laboured for the literal meat which perisheth 
with his reputed father, as a carpenter ; for the Jews 
called hijn a carpenter. Mark vi. 3. And if we refer 
again to Paul, he says concerning his, and his fellows, 
and others labouring for literal meat, " Neither did 
we eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought with 
labour and travail night and day, that we might not 
be iAargeable to any of you." 2Thess. iii. 8. and 
1 Hiess. i. 9. Again he says, '* We labour, working 
with our own hands." I Cor. iv. 12. *' Yea,ye your- 
selves know that these hands have ministered unto my 
necessities, and to them that were with me. I have 
showed you how that so labouring ye ought to support 
the weak ; and to remember the words of the Lord 
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Jesus^ how he said it is more blessed to give than to 
receive." Acts xx. 34,35. (Implyingif they did not 
labour for it they could not have it to give.) And he 
saystothe Ephesians, (iv. 28), let him labour, working 
with his hands the thing which is good, that he may 
have to give to him that needeth. Now no where in 
God's word is man forbidden to laboui for literal meat, 
but, on the contrary, honesty and industry is enjoined 
upon all men, especially professors ; they should dili- 
gently pursue their lawful callings for support of 
themselves and families ; and for the support of Christ's 
cause. And all who act contrary to this rule, are 
censurcable,' for Paul says again ; *' We hear that 
there are some which walk among you disorderly, 
working not at all, but are busy bodies. Now them 
that are such, we command and exhort by our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat 
their own bread. And if any man obey not our word 
by this epistle, note that man and have no company 
with him, that he may be ashamed." 2 Thess. 
iii. 11—14. 

23. It is evident that the above portions must be 
understood in their grammatical or literal mean- 
ing ; so that there is little or no obscurity about them ; 
because they mean manual labour, or work ; and the 
literal meat we eat, and the clothing we wear; and 
this meat is for the body or belly, and the belly for 
meat, but God shall destroy both it and them. 1 Cor. 
vi. 18. Thus, we say, the above must be taken lite- 
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rally ; therefore is not at all synonimous 'v?ith our text ; 
but is directly opposed to it. So that we must look to 
other portions of scripture for a solution. '* For the 
kingdom of God is not (this kind) of meat^ and drink." 
Rom. xiv. 17. And it was the things concerning the 
kingdom of God^ which Christ was contending for^ in 
our text^ is evident from what follows in connection 
with it. * 

24. We should not forget that we have in the sacred 
Scriptures allegories^ proverbs^ parables^ metaphors, 
and figures : therefore, let it be observed, the labour or 
work, and the meat in our text, cannot be taken 
literally, for manual labour, and meat for the body ; 
because they are evidently parabolical or metaphorical 
expressions ; exclusively so, notwithstanding the previ- 
ous verse, which we shall speak of anon ; and so long 
as a literal meaning is looked for in it, so long they 
will be dark sayings. And the apostles, while present 
with Jesus, were often at a loss to understand his 
parables. See John xvi. 25 — 29. Oh, that God the 
Spirit may give us understanding, ^' to understand a 
proverb, and the interpretation ; the words of the wise, 
and their dark sayings." Prov. i. 6. For Christ 
said by the mouth of David, " I will open my mouth 
in parables ; I will utter dark sayings." Psa, Ixxviii. 
2. And the words of our text have been dark sayings 
to numbers; and many have been willing to wait till 
the true light shineth to unfold it ; while others have 
had the effrontery to pervert it, and make it suit theif 
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own notions of duty faith. But the writer humbly 
confesses^ mth gratitude to God, that for years he has 
beea brought to David's standing, to '^ esteem all 
God's precepts concerning all things to be right, and 
to hate every false way;'' and to compare spiritual 
things with spiritual ; and by so doing, there can be 
no deception ; and his prayer has long been, '^ let my 
heart be sound in thy statutes." Psalm cxix. 1£8, 
80. '^And speak the things which become »ound 
doctrine." Titus xL 1 . And ^' grow up to the stature 
of a man in Christ Jesus. That he be not like chil" 
clren tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 
wind of doctrine." Eph. iv. 13, 14. Reader, let 
this be your standing, '^ that you may stand perfect 
and complete in the will of God." Col. iv. 12. And 
come not to hasty conclusions, till you obtain undeni- 
able proofs ; by allowing God to speak for himself, i^ 
that which he has revealed in his word. 

25. We have said, that the words of our text can- 
not be taken literally ; because, according to analogy, 
they are metaphorical expressions. Yes, it is obvious 
that a mental and intellectual labour or work is in- 
tended ; as the exercise of the powers and faculties 
of the mind; and the meat which perisheth signifieth 
erroneous doctrines ; as the other metaphors in the 
discourse, which follow in the chapter ; and as " eat- 
ing Christ's flesh and drinking his blood ;'' which 
«}gnifieth believing, or receiving Christ into the affec- 
tions, by FAITH ; faith being as the mouth that receives 
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hiiB into atke mind, or soul ; feeds upon hhn, lives 
upon him, confides in him, finds him the bread of life 
spiritually and is spiritually dead without him : for 
said he, ** except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, 
and drink his blood ye have no life in you." Your 
&tbers did (literally) eat manna in the wildernesb 
and are dead ; I am (metaphorically) the living bread, 
which feeds the soul to life everlasting ; '^ if any man 
eat of this bread he shall live for ever." Now all 
this, and much more of the like— was addressed to 
the nnregenerate Jews—* as a description of Messiah, 
being all and every thing to those who savingly be- 
lieved in him. And who will presume to say that 
the above expressions can possibly be taken literally, 
or in their grammatical sense ? The Jews took them 
so, and that was the reason they misunderstood this 
part of his discourse, ^d fell to disputing among 
themselves, and is^id how ean this man give us his 
flesh to eat, thinking he meant a corporeal eating ; 
not understanding his metaphor. Therefore Christ 
commenced his metaphorical expressions lit our tes^t 
27th verse ; and ends his metaphoirs with the dSth 
verse. So that if we understand our text in its 
obvious metaphorical meaning, we shall find it har- 
monise with its divine author, according to other 
parts of his word : but if we take it literally, Wfe 
become completely paralysed with it, and eannot move 
a st^p from its own bottnds ; bdcaitise by so taking it, 
nothing in the whole Sacred Volume can be found 
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analagous to it ; but abundance to contradict it^ as we 
have seen by some of the aforecited passages. 

S6. Now to make this appear more clear^ and get 
at the meaning of this part of our text^ let us have 
recourse to the infallible expositor, the Word of God ; 
for all others seem to fail in giving a satisfactory solu- 
tion of it. The word labour in our text^ in the margin 
of the bible reads^ for work, so that labour and 
work are one and the same thing there. Now we 
shall point out some portions of scripture which re- 
present those mental workers in erroneous doctrines ; 
and which we consider synonimous with our text 
David says, "I hate the work of them that turn aside," 
(from truth, &c.) " He that worketh deceit shall not 
dwell in my house." Ps. ci. 3. 7. '' They that work 
wickedness are set up." Mai. iii. 16. " Woe to them 
that WORK evil upon their beds." Mich. xi. 1. 
Beware of evil workers. Phil. iii. 2, " For such 
are false apostles, deceitful workers." 2 Cor. xi. 13. 
" They have done abominable WORKS." Psalm xiv. 1. 
** The mystery of iniquity doth work." 2 Thess. xi. 7. 
** Whatsoever worketh abomination and maketh a 
lie." Rev. xxi. 27. "All their works they do to be 
seen of men." Matt, xxiii. 35. Thus the above is 
doubtless the kind of labour or work prohibited in our 
text. 

27. Now where is manual work in all this? Is not 
this intellectual work or labour ? And does not this 
kind of work proceed from a misguided mind, a 
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darkened understanding^ predetermined views^ and 
early erroneous impressions^ as many boast of;* and 
inventions of men ? and are they not deceitful, vain, 
delusive^ and destructive? and are not such cen- 
surable^ and open to reproof ? And the Jews were 
labouring in the above way, and were in this state of 
mental delusion, blindness, and hostility to God's 
word ; when Christ said^ '^ Labour or work not :'* 
we have abundant proof of this in the four Gospels, 
and as we have shown, in their state described : and if 
we do not keep in view their degraded mental state 
and condition, we cannot have a right understanding 
of our text. And what minister of sound doctrine, 
would not say to such, ^^ labour^ or work not, in this 
God-dishonouring, and soul destructive way ?" ** Do 
not ye after their works." Matt, xxiii. 3. " Whose 
end shall be according to their works.'' 2 Cor. xi. 15. 
28. Now let us endeavour to describe the kind of 
meat intended in our text ; by the unerring testimony 
of Jehovah. For, as the word of God, which shall 
not pass away, the sound, wholesome, and imperish- 
able doctrines, (both in the Old and New Testament,) 
are often (metaphorically) called meat ; and are to be 
mentally eaten, and digested in the mind, so as to 

• Header, beware of your early impressions, take a retro- 
spective view of them, and compare them with God's testi- 
monies ; and if they do not correspond with them, reject them 
as you would poison : innumerable multitudes have been led 
astray all their lives by early impressions. 
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feed upon them by faith, both nominally, and the- 
oretically, as well as spiritually ; especially by pro- 
fessors, as the Jews were. Therefore we think we 
shall find the following portions helpful in illustrating 
this part of our text, so as to find the meaning of 
Jesus in it, as regards the word meat. 

29. Jeremiah says '^ thy words were found and I did 
eat them ; and thy word was unto me the joy and 
rejoicing of my heart." Jer. xv« 16. ** Be not thou 
rebellious like to that rebellious house ; (this is just 
the rebellious house addressed in our text ;) open thy 
mouth and eat that I give thee." Ezekiel ii. 8. *^ Son 
of Man, eat that thou findest : eat this roll — and it 
was in my mouth as honey for sweetness, chap iii. 1 — 3. 
How sweet are thy words unto my taste ! Yea sweeter 
than honey to my mouth. Ps. cxix. 103. "And I 
went unto the Angel, and said unto him give me the 
little book, and he said unto me take it and eat it up — 
and it shall be in thy mouth as honey, and I took the 
little book, and ate it up ; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey." Kev, x. 8 — 10. And the Apostle 
tells the Hebrews and others — that they were " dull 
of hearing" through their " slugishness, indocility, 
and want of mental industry." " And are become 
such as have need of milk and not of strong meat." 
'^ But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full 
age, even those who by reason of use have their senses 
exercised to discern both good and evil. Heb. v. 14. 
" I have fed you with milk and not with meat." 1 Cor. 
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iii. 2. As these passages set forth God's word, and 
the doctrines it contains ; which are to be mentally 
eaten, and whereby the mind may be fed by them ; 
and are called heat : so false doctrines, and unneces • 
sary and forbidden observances, are called meat which 
perisheth. 

30. *^ Be not carried about — with meats which have 
not profited them that have been occupied therein." 
Heb. xiii, 9. ** Touch not, taste not, handle not, 
which all are to perish with the using^ after the com- 
mandments and doctrines of men." Col. ii. 21 — 23. 
Isaiah when speaking upon this subject ; [and which 
the Saviour might have in view when he uttered the 
words of our text, for he often quoted Isaiah. See 
Luke iv. 17 — ^20; and applied it to the Jews, as 
prophesied of them, when Messiah should appear 
amongst them] says, " wherefore do ye spend money 
for that which is not bread, and your labour for that 
which satisfieth not ? Hearken diligently unto me, and 
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight 
itself in fatness." Isaiah Iv. 2. Again, he says, *' He 
feedeth on ashes : a deceived heart hath turned him 
aside^ that he cannot deliver his own soul^ nor say, is 
there not a lie in my right hand ?" Isaiah xliv. 20. 
Feeding on ashes, [or false doctrines and worship] 
can yield no lasting savour, substance or nourishment : 
but on the contrary, is pernicious and hurtful, and 
perishing meat : and Hosea says is like '^ feeding on 
wind, and following after the east wind, and daily in- 
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creasing in lies and desolation." Hos« xii. 1. Feeding 
on wind is expressive of labour iu vain^ and of re- 
ceiving no benefit by it ; and following after the east 
wind, is expressive of that which is strongs vehement, 
burning and blastings very nauseous and hurtful^ so 
that no advantage is derived from false worship and 
error, but poison and perishing meat^ for ^^ What is the 
chaff to the wheat? saith the Lord." Jer. xxiii. 28. 
They eat of the fruit of their own way and are filled 
with their own devices. Prov. i. 81. " Labour not 
for the MEAT which perisheth." 

31, Hence this part of our text was a prohibition 
that they should not labour for that which was not 
bread, which was their false doctrines, the inventions 
of their doctors, which they had heaped together, de- 
lighted in, laboured after, trusted in, mentally fed 
upon, and was perishing meat ; which things, indeed, 
had a show of wisdom in will- worship and humility, 
not in any honour to the satisfying of the flesh. Col. 
ii. 23. They were no honour to God, nor to them- 
selves^ and only fed the fleshly mind, and could not 
feed the soul so as to be benefitted by them. 

32. Now it is true that in the verse preceding our 
text [which has no connexion with it, although it may 
appear to have ; for, according to Matthew and Mark 
a portion may be fairly supplied betwixt the previous 
verse and our text, which John has omitted, and 
\^hich we shall show anon] Christ had been speaking 
of literal food which supports the body ; but we have 
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clearly shown that man is no where prohibited 
either to labour for it or to eat it^ but : by infallible 
testimony, have proved to the contrary. And labour^ 
in tilling the ground^ which, doubtless, implies all occu- 
pations, and is a standing rule through man's life to 
his death, and to the end of time : it was one of the first 
things that was enjoined upon man for his disobeying 
Crod's commands ; '^ In the sweat of thy face (which 
implies labour) shalt thou eat bread till thou return 
unto the ground." Gen iii, 17 -19, 23. We say, 
Christ had been speaking of literal meat, for he says, 
** Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye seek me not because 
ye saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the 
loaves and were filled." He did npt blame them for 
eating of the loaves and fishes, for he knew them alto 
gether, and had taken pity on them, and supplied 
their wants and necessities, being in a desert place ; 
but he blamed them for not discerning him to be the 
Messiah by the miracles which he wrought, and for 
not behoving in him from the demonstrable evidence 
they had seen, and for not following him on that ac- 
count ; and it was this he was charging them with, and 
wherein they were blame-worthy : and if we allow it 
to be according to John's arrangement (which is unfair 
without comparing the other three gospels upon the 
subject-,) that he had just before our text spoken of 
literal food. How often did he break off from a 
subject just named, and make a simile from it, 
and speak parabolically or metaphorically I And the 
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scribes and phorisees often understood something of 
his parables as being sharp reproofs addressed to 
them. See Matt. xxi. 45. and such was the metaphor 
in our text. 

33. And as many are much perplexed, and come to 
wrong conclusions, and misconstrue portions of Scrip- 
ture now ; so did the apostles when they were present 
wiUi Jesus, and had the very words from his mouth ; 
and especially on some metaphorical expressions 
analogous with our text, and under similar circum* 
stances : when they had forgotten to take bread with 
themi and were very anxious concerning it, being in a 
desert place, and none to be had there, Jesus knowing 
their anxiety concerning it, says, *' Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Saducees," (or the 
Herodiansj See Matt. xvi. 6 ; Mark viii. 15. And it 
appears that the apostles were very much tainted with 
this leaven, by many of his admonitions to them in 
different parts of the gospel. Now they thought he 
meant leveaned bread ; but he says ^* how is it that ye 
do not understand ? I spake it not to you concerning 
bread, but that ye should beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and of the Sadducees T* " Then understood 
they how that he bade them not beware of the leaven 
of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of 
the Sadducees ;" which he (by a metaphor) chose to 
term leaven. And in connection with our text, and 
no doubt being spoken just before it ; according to 
Matthew and Mark, being in the same discourse. 
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which John has not related ; Christ called the multi- 
tude to pay particular attention to what he said ; 
which the disciples called a parable, and did not un- 
derstand it, which was concerning literal food ; that 
whatever of it was eaten^ moderately, could not defile 
a man ; whether he eat it with washen^ or unwashen 
hands; which the Scribes and Pharisees weresotena- 
tious about, by their traditions, and by which they 
transgressed God's commands ; but it was mental and 
intellectual things that defiled the man ; things which 
proceed from the hearty the heart being the seat of all 
evil principles^ and come out of the mouth, the mouth 
utters them, and is an index to the heart ; and which 
things related to perishing meat ; same as the leaven 
above ; and this people's heart was far from God, in 
right worship, in right doctrine, in right principles, or 
in right practise ; although their pretensions were great 
and plausible, they were the most deluded, and the 
greatest hypocrites. Hence the 10th and 11th verses 
of Matt. XV. with our text, is an exposition of the 
first nine verses of this chapter. But the disciples did 
not understand it, though it was so plainly spoken by 
Christ ; hence after the discourse was ended, and they 
had returned from the Synagogue^ and entered into 
the house from the people ; the disciples asked him 
the meaning of the parable ; and he reproved them 
for their ignorance, and dulness of understanding : 
*' Are ye also yet without understanding ?" Do not 
je yet understand? — &c., verses 16, 17. And those 
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who persist^ and contend that the meat that perisheth 
in our text, means literal meat ; may they not with 
propriety be addressed as the apostles were, with an 
interrogatory reproof; bow is it that ye do not under- 
stand ? For it is not literal^ but mental meat intended. 

34. Now the leaven above, and the meat inourtext^ 
we apprehend^ are one and the same thing ; for the 
doctrines which the pharisees taught, were the com- 
mandments and inventions of men, the traditions of 
the elders, free-will and justification by works ; this 
leaven had spread through and tainted the whole of 
them ; and to have those noxious, perishing doctrines 
infused or imbibed in the mind, by a natural errone- 
ous faith, the deluded soul feeds upon * them, lives 
upon, and labours, or works, to be saved by this 
perishing meat, and which in the end is nauseous 
leaven. Hence they had many cautions set forth rn 
the Scriptures ; as ** Let not your prophets and your 
diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you ; 
for they prophecy falsely to you in my name : I have 
not sent them, saith the Lord." Jer. xxix. 8, 9. *« For 
such are deceitful workers." 2 Cor. xi* 13. 

35. Moreover, it appears, by Matt. xv. 2 — 9, and 
Mark vii. 5 — 13, that in connection with our text, 
the scribes and pharisees were contending with Christ 
for their traditions, and found fault with his disciples 
for transgressing them ; but he said unto them, " How- 
beit, in vain do ye worship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men ; for, laying aside the 
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commandments of God, ye hold the traditions of men, 
as the washing of pots and cups : and many such 
things ye do/' Well hath Isaiah prophesied of you 
hypocrites, as it is written, '^ this people honoureth me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from me." *^ Un- 
derstand that whatsoever entereth into the mouth 
goeth into the belly, and is cast into the draught ; but 
those things which proceed out of the mouth com^ 
forth from the heart, and they defile the man." Ana 
as Christ, by his Omniscience, was always acquainted 
with those his misguided, erroneous, hostile, and in- 
fidel opposers ; the metaphorical words of our text 
were appropriate ; '^ Labour not for the meat which 
perisheth." 

36* Thus it appears clear that he sharply reproved 
them for holding their erroneous doctrines, and con- 
demned their labouring or working for eternal life in 
their unscriptural way ; and from this time (which 
was about the commencement of the third year of his 
ministry,) they became more envious and enraged 
against him than ever ; and ever after this they sought 
to kill him. John yii. 1. And it is recorded by Mat- 
thew, xv. 12 — 14, (which is in the same discourse,) 
that, '^ His disciples came and said unto him, knowest 
thou that the Pharisees were offended after they heard 
these things ? But he answered and said, every plant 
which my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be 
rooted up. Let them alone : they be blind, leaders of 
the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall 
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fall into the ditch." May it not be thought that these 
three words, '* Let them alone/' is one of the most 
awful sentences found in the Scriptures ; because this 
sentence^ and its context, denotes, being giyen up to 
judicial blindness, and hardness of heart, and left to 
their delusive doctrinal views ; and, in the hands of 
satan, reserved for the judgments of God on earth, in 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and for eternal condem- 
nation in hell ; for Christ said to those very characters, 
the deluded, obstinate, hypocritical Scribes and Phari- 
sees, '* how can ye ?" (as though it were impossible) 
" how can ye escape the damnation of hell V^ Matt, 
xxiii, 33. But it will be necessary to speak more at 
large on this subject in our next head. 

37. We find that Matthew and Mark have recorded 
several things in this discourse at Capernaum, which 
John has omitted, while John has related things which 
they have not : such as our text, and from it to the 
close of the chapter, things of the greatest importance. 
While Luke merely relates the miracle of the loaves 
and fishes ; nor does he even notice their return to 
Capernaum ; which may be accounted for, if we be- 
lieve, as many do, that Luke was not present to hear 
the discourse, while the other three Evangelists were ; 
for it is said, that Luke was not called to a knowledge 
of the truth at the time those things occurred ; being, 
as supposed, a convert of Paul, and had his facts 
from others who were eye witnesses. See Luke i. 2. 

38. Now, to conclude, the prohibition : if we take 
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Matt. xiv. 13 to end ; and xv. 1 to 21 ; and Mark v. 
31 to end ; and vii. 1 to 24 ; and John vi. 1 — 66 ; 
and first verse of chapter vii.^ we shall find the com- 
mencement^ and whole of the discourse to the end^ as 
recorded by the three Evangelists. And that it may 
clearly appear to the reader, without the labour of 
searching fi>r the above portions, we intend giving the 
harmony of the whole discourse in its obvious order, 
as spoken by its unerring Author, and as related by 
the four Evangelists ; and by so doings it will appear 
evident, that it was not addressed to the multitude 
only, which he miraculously fed.; but to the Scribes and 
Pharisees, who were ever and anon, trying to entangle 
him. Hence, our text was a death blow to their 
erroneous doctrines, as traditions, &c. ; and finding 
that he sharply rebuked and reproved them, in such 
a way, after all their labouring and working for life 
in their imaginary, predetermined, self-will and 
bigotted manner, which was so congenial to their 
minds and educational views ; yet, so opposed to that 
which Christ taught, that they immediately said, (in 
the verse following our text, and is a proof that they 
understood him right — that he was not speaking of 
manual labour, or work, by the answer he gave them, 
and is an exposition of our text,) " What shall we do, 
that we might work the works of God?" Their 
meaning was, what labour and works might they do 
that would be pleasing and acceptable unto God ? And 
^hat authority have you, to prove that we are wrong ? 
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What sign showest tbou^ what dost thou work t yerse 
30. And now he struck deeper at the root of their 
erroneous meat^ hostility and unbelief of him and his 
doctrine than ever ; for '* he said, this is the work of 
God/' or that which is pleasing to God ; ^' that ye 
believe on him whom he hath sent." And was not 
this a mental work ? This was their duty, '^ Believe 
in the Lord you God, so shall ye be established ; be- 
lieve his prophets, so shall ye prosper." 2 Ghron. xx. 
SO. [This belief or faith we shall have to notice par- 
ticularly in our next head.] And he told them that 
he was, ^' the bread of life which came down from 
heaven ;" and they murmured at him, and the doctrines 
oC grace which he taught ; but he told them it was 
useless to murmur, nor could they come unto him 
(spiritually) except the Father drew them ; and *' all 
that the Father had given him, should come to him." 
When they heard these (what they called hard) say- 
ings, they said, " who can hear it ?" *' From that time 
many of his (nominal) disciples went back, and walked 
no more with him.*' They went back to their old 
legal work, in their erroneous doctrines, and fed their 
minds, and lived on perishing meat ; till, no doubt, 
their meat and them perished together. 

89. We repeat then, that the ^' labour," in our text 
cannot possibly mean manual '^ labour :" nor the 
" meat " cannot mean literal " meat " for the support 
of animal life ; because, by so taking it, first, there is 
no means of reconciling it with the forecited Scriptures ; 
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secondly, by so viewing it, it has no parallel in all the 
divine record, but abundance to contradict it, as we 
have seen ; and we are assured there is no contradic- 
tion in all the Book ; and thirdly, because it is a 
commencement of metaphors, as is clearly seen by 
that which follows. But by viewing it as being men- 
tal and intellectual " labour ;" and the meat, as being 
erroneous^ unsound, rotten, and perishing doctrines ; 
it is beautiful, and harmonious with its divine Author ; 
and a timely reproof, and a just prohibition. '^ Labour 
not for the meat that perisheth.'^ Thus we have en- 
deavoured to shew, by the Scriptures, what Christ in- 
tended in this part of our text. 

40. Now, therefore, to shew the consistency of 
what has been said, I give, as proposed, the harmony 
of the discourse, (wherein our text is found,) as re- 
lated by the four evangelists, and may be read, as it 
appears to have been originally delivered, at Caper- 
naum, by its inimitable Author. But we are not to 
suppose that the whole of this discourse was delivered 
in one day ; for it was, doubtless, spoken in several 
days successively, during their stay at Capernaum, in 
the land of Genesaret. But we shall leave out that 
part of the discourse which was addressed to the dis- 
ciples privately, when the public discourse was ended. 
As related by Matt, xv. 12 — 20; and Mark vii. 
17_28 ; and John vi. 67—71. 
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MATT., CHAP. XIV. 

Verse 13. When Jesus heard 
of it, he departed thence by ship 
into a desert place apart : and 
when the people heard thereof, 
they followed him on foot out 
of the cities. 

14. And Jesns went forth 
and saw a great multitude, and 
was moved with compassion 
toward them, and he healed their 
sick. 



15. And when it was evening, 
his disciples came to him, saying, 
TMs is a desert place, and the 
time is now past ; send the mul- 
titude away, that they may go 
into the villages, and buy them- 
selves victuals. 



16, But Jesus said unto them , 
They need not depart ; give ye 
them to eat. 



17. And they say unto him. 
We have here but five loaves, 
and two fishes. 

18. He said Bring them hither 
to me. 



19. And he commanded the 
multitude to sit down on the 
grass, and took the five loaves, 
and the two fishes, and looking 
up to heaven, he blessed, and 
brake, and gave the loaves to 
his disciples, and the disciples 
to the multitude. 



MAKK, CHAP. VI. 

Verse 31. And he said unto 
them. Gome ye yourselves apart 
into a desert place, and rest 
awhile: for there were many 
coming and going, and they had 
no leisure so as to eat. 

32. And they departed into a 
desert place by ship privately. 

33. And the people saw them 
departing, and many knew him, 
and ran afoot thither out of all 
cities, and outwent them, and 
came together unto him. 

35. And when the day was 
now far spent, his disciples came 
unto him, and said. This is a 
desert place, and now the time 
is far passed : 

36. Send them away, that 
they may go into the conntiy 
round about, and into the villa- 
ges, and buy themselves bread : 
for they have nothing to eat. 

37. He answered and said 
unto them. Give ye them to eat, 
and they say unto him, shall 
we go and buy two hundred 
pennyworth of bread, and give 
them to eat. 

38 He saith unto them, How 
many loaves have ye? go and 
see. And when they knew, they 
say. Five, and two fishes. 






39. And he commanded them 
to make all sit down by com- 
panies upon the green grass. 

40. And they sat down in 
ranks, by hundreds and by 
fifties. 

41. And when he had taken 
the five loaves and the two fishes, 
he looked up to heaven, and bles- 
sed, and brake the loaves, and 
gave them to his disciples to set 
before them ; and the two fishes 
divided he among them all. 
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LUKE, CHAP. IX. 

10. And he took them, and 
went aside pmately into a des- 
ert place belonging to the city 
called Bethsaida. 

11. And the people, when 
they knew it, followed him : and 
he receiyed them, and spake 
unto them of the kingdom of 
Grod. and healed them that had 
need of healing. 



12. And when the day began 
to wear awa^r, then came the 
twelve and said unto him, -Send 
the maltitude away> that they 
may go into the towns and coun- 
try round about, and lodge, and 
get yictuals ; for we are here in 
a desert place. 



13. But he said unto them, 
give ye them to eat. And they 
said. We have no more but five 
loaves, and two fishes; except 
we shjjuld go and buy meat for 
all this people. 



14. For they were about five 
thousand men. And he said unto 
his disciples, Make them sit 
down by fifties in a company. 

15. And they did so, and made 
them all sit down. 



16. Then he took the five 
loaves and the two fishes, and 
looking up to heaven, he blessed 
them, ana brake, and gave to the 
disciples to set before the multi- 
tude. 



JOHN, CHAP. VI. 

L After these things Jesus 
went over the sea of Galilee, 
which is the sea of Tiberias. 

2. And a great multitude fol- 
lowed him, because they saw 
his miracles which he did on 
them Uiat were diseased. 

3. And Jesus went up into a 
mountain, and there he sat with 
his disciples. 

4. And the Passover, a feast 
of the Jews, was nigh. 

6. When Jesus then lifted 
up his eyes, and saw a great 
company come unto him, he saith 
unto Philip, Whence shall we 
buv bread, that these may eat ? 

6. And this he said to prove 
him : for he himself knew what 
he would do. 

7. Philip answered him. Two 
hundred pennyworth of bread 
is not sufficient for them, that 
every one of them may take a 
little. 

8. One of his disciples, An- 
drew, Simon Peter's brother, 
saith unto him, 

9. There is a lad here, which 
hath five barley loaves, and two 
small fishes : but what are they 
among so many ? 



10. And Jesus said, Make the 
men sit down. Now there was 
much grass in the place. So the 
men sat down, in number about 
five thousand. 



11. A nd Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks; 
he distributed to his disciples, 
and the disciples to them^ that 
were sat down ; and likewise of 
the fishes as much as they would. 
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MATT. XIY. 

20. And they did all eat, and 
were filled : and they took up of 
the fragments that remained 
twelve baskets fall. 



21 And they that had eaten 
were about five thousand men, 
beside women and children. 

22. And straightway Jesus 
constraineil his disciples to ^t 
into a ship, and to go before him 
unto the other side, while he 
sent the multitudes away. 

23. And when he had sent 
the multitudes away, he went up 
into a mountain apart to pray : 
and when the eyening was come, 
he was there alone. 

24. But the ship was now in 
the midst of the sea, tossed with 
waves; for the wind was con- 
trary. 

25. And in the fourth watch 
of the night Jesus went unto 
them walking on the sea. 



26. And when the disciples 
saw him walking on the sea, 
they were troubled; sayinff, it 
is a spirit; and they cried out 
for fear. 

27. But straightway Jesus 
spake unto them, saying. Be of 
good cheer; it is I; be not 
afraid. 



MABK VI. 

42. And they did all eat and 
were filled. 

43. And they took up twelve 
baskets full of the fragments, 
and of the fishes. 



44. And they that did eat 
of the loaves were about five 
thousand men. 

45. And straightway he con- 
strained his disciples to get into 
the ship, and to go to the other 
side before unto Bethsaida, while 
he sent away the people. 

46. And when he had sent 
them away, he departed into a 
mountain to pray. 

47. And when even was come, 
the ship was in the midst of the 
sea, ana he alone on the land. 






48. And he saw them toiling 
in rowing; for the wind was 
contrary unto them : and about 
the fourth watch of the night he 
came unto them, walking upon 
the sea, and would have passed 
by them. 

49. But when they saw him 
walking upon the sea, they sup- 
posed it had been a spirit, and 
cried out : 

50. For they all saw him, 
and were troubled, and imme- 
diately he talked with them, 
and saith unto them. Be of good 
cheer : it is I ; be not afiraid. 
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LUKE IX. 

17. And thev did all eat and 
were filled : and there was taken 
np of the fragments that re- 
mained to them twelve baskets. 

Here closes Luke's account 
of this discourse. 



JOHN VI. 



12. When they were filled. he 
said nnto his disciples, gather 
npthe fragments that remain, 
that nothing be lost. 

13. Therefore they gathered 
them together, and filled twelve 
baskets with the fragments of 
the five barley loaves, which re- 
mained over and above unto 
them that had eaten. 



CONTINUATION OP JOHN VI. 



14. Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesns 
did, said, This is of a truth that prophet that should oome into the 
world. 

15. When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 
take him by force, to make him a king, 



He departed again into a mountain himself alone. 

16. And when even was now come, his disciples went down unto 
the sea, 



17. And entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward Caper- 
naum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come to them. 

18. And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that blew. 



19. So when they had rowed about five and twenty or thirty 
furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and drawing nigh unto 
the ship : and they were afraid. 

20. But he saith unto them, it is I ; be not afraid. 



21. Then they willingly received him into the ship : and imme- 
diately the ship was at the land whither they went. 
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MATT. XIV. 

28. And Peter answered him 
and said, Lord, if it be thou 
bid me come unto thee on the 
water. 

29. And he said, come. And 
when Peter was come down out 
of the ship, he walked on the 
water, to go to Jesus. 

90. But when he saw the 
wind boisterous, he was afiraid ; 
and beginning to sink, he cried, 
saying. Lord, saye me. 

31. And immediately* Jesus 
stretched forUi his hand, and 
caught him, and said unto him, 
O thou of little faith, wherefore 
didst thou doubt? 



32. And when they were come 
into the ship, the wind ceased. 



33. Then they that were in 
the ship^ came and worshipped 
him, saying, Of a truth thou art 
the Son of God. 



34. And when they were gone 
over, they came into the land of 
Gennesaret. 



HA£K VI. 



61. And he went up unto 
them into the ship, and the wind 
ceased: and they were sore 
amazed in themselves beyond 
measure, and wondered. 

62. For they considered not 
the miracle of the loaves : for 
their heart was hardened. 



63. And when they had passed 
over, they came into the land of 
Gennesaret and drew to the 
shore. 



CONTDniATION OP JOHN VI. 

22. The day following, when the people which stood on the other 
side of the sea saw that there was none other boat there, save that 
one wbereinto his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not 
with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples were gone 
away alone; 

^. (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias nigh unto the 
place where they did eat bread, after that the Lord had given 
thanks '-) 

24. When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not there, 
neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and came to Caper- 
naum, seeking for Jesus. 
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CX)NII]r(JAIION OF JOHN VI. 



25. And wlien they had found him on the other side of the sea, 
thtj said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither ? 

26. Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because ye did 
eat of the loaves, and were filled. 



MATT. XIV. 

35. And when the men of that 
place had knowledge of him, 
they sent out into all that coun- 
try round about, and brought 
unto him all that were diseased. 

96. And besought him that 
they might only touch the hem 
of his garment : and as many as 
touched were made perfectly 
whole. 



MATT. XV. 

Verse I. Then came to Jesus 
Scribes and Pharisees, which 
were of Jerusalem, saying, 

2. Why do thv disciples 
transgress the tradition of the 
elders ? For they wash not their 
hands when they eat bread. 



3. But he answered and said 
unto them. Why do ye also 
transgress the commandments 
of God by your tmditions ? 

4. For God commanded, say- 
ing. Honour thy father and 
mother: and he that curseth 
father or mother let him die the 
death. 

5. But ye sav, whosoever shall 
say to his father or his mother 
it is a gift by whatsoever thou 
mi^test be profited by me ; 



MABK YI 

54. And when they were come 
out of the ship, straightway they 
knew him. 

55. And ran through that 
whole region round about, and 
began to carry about in beds 
those that were sick, where they 
heard he was. 

56. And whithersoever he 
entered into villa^j^es, or cities, 
or country, they laid the sick in 
the streets, and besought him 
that they might touch if it were 
but the border of his «irment : 
and as many as touched him 
were made whole. 

MABK vn. 

Verse 1. Then came together 
unto him the Pharisees and 
certain of the Scribes, which 
came from Jerusalem. 

2. And when thev saw some 
of his disciples eat bread with 
defiled, that is to say, with un- 
washen hands, they found fault. 

3. For the Pharisees and all 
the Jews, except they wash their 
hands oft, eat not, holding the 
traditions of the elders. 

4. And when they come from 
the market, except they wash, 
they eat not. And many other 
things there be, which they have 
received to hold, as the washing 
of cups, and pots, brazen vessels, 
and of tables. 
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MATT. XV. 



6. And honour not his father 
or his mother he shall be free. 
Thus haTe ye made the com- 
mandment of God of none effeot 
by your traditions. 

7. Ye hypocrites, well^ did 
Esaias prophesy of you, saying* 

8. This people draweth nigh 
uitto me with their mouth, and 
honoureth me with their lips, 
but their heart is far from 
me. 

9. But in yain they do wor- 
ship me, teaching for doctrines 
the commandments of men 



10. And he called the mul- 
titude, and 8aid unto themi Hear 
and understand : 



MASK TH. 

6. Then the Pharisees and 
Scribes asked him, Why walk 
not thy disciples accoraing to 
the traiditiou of the elders, but 
eat bread with unwashen 
hands? 



6. He answered and said unto 
them. Well hath Esaias pro- 
phesied of you hypocrites, as it 
IS written, this people honoureth 
me with their lips, but their 
heart is far from me. 

7. Howbeit in vain do they 
worship me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of 
men. 

8 For laying aside the com- 
mandment of God, ye hold the 
tradition of men, as the wash- 
ing of pots and cups : and many 
other such like things ye do, 

9 And he said unto th^n, 
Full well ye reject the command- 
ment of God, that ye may keep , 
your own tradition. 

10. For Moses said. Honour 
thy father and thy mother; and 
whoso curseth father or mother 
let him die the death. 

11. But ye say. If a man shall 
say to his father or mother, it is 
Corban, that is to say a gift, by 
whatsocTer thou mightest be 
profited by me; he shall be 
free. 

12. And ye suffer him no 
more to do aught for his father 
or his mother, 

13. Making the word of G od of 
none effect through your tradi- 
tions which ye have delivered : 
and many such like things do ye. 

14 And when he had called 
all the people unto him, he said 
unto them, Hearken unto me, 
every one of you, and under- 
stand. 
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MATT. XV. 

11. Not that which goeth into 
the month defileth a man, but 



MARK VII. 

15. There is nothing from 
without a man, that entereth 



that which cometh out of the ! into him can defile him; but 



mouth, this defileth a man. 



the things which come out of him, 
those are they that defile the 
man. 

15. If any man have ears 
to hear, let him hear. 

CONTDHJATION OP JOHN VI. 

27. Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall 
giTO unto you : for him hath God the Father sealed. 

28. Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might 
work the works of God ? 

29. Jesus answered and said unto them. This is the work of God, 
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent. 

30. They said therefore unto him, What sien shewest thou then, 
that we may see and believe thee ? what dost thou work ? 

31. Our fathers did eat manna in the desert ; as it is written, 
He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 

82. Then said Jesus unto them, Verily, yerily, I say unto you, 
Moses gave you not that bread from heaven ; but my Father giveth 
you tjie true bread from heaven. 

33. For the bread of God is he which oometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the world. 

34. Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us this bread. 

36. And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life : he that 
oometh to me shall never hunger ; and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst. 

36. But I said unto you. That ye also have seen me, and believe 
not. 

37. All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 
that oometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

38. For I came down from heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him that sent me. 

39. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of 
all which he hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise 
it up again at the last day. 

40. And this is the will of him that sent me. that eyery one 
which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlasting 
life : and I will raise him up at the last day. 

4L The Jews then murmured at him, because he said, I am the 
bread which came down from heaven. 

42. And thev said, Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whoee 
father and mother we know ? how is it^then that he saith, I came 
down from heaven ? 
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coiminJATioN OP john vi. 

43. Jesus therefore answered and said unto them, Murmur not 
among yourselTes. 

44. No man can come to me^ except the Father which hath 
sent me draw him : and I will raise him up at the last day. 

46. It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught 
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath learned 
of the Fath^f, cometh unto me. 

46. Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of 
God, he hath seen the Father. 

47. Veril^r, Terily, I say unto you, He that belicTeth on me hath 
ererlasting life- 

48. I am that bread of life. 

49. Tour fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 

50. This is the bread which cometh down from heaTen, that a 
man may eat thereof and not die. 

61. I am the living bread which came down from heaven : if 
any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever : and the bread 
that I will give is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the 
world. 

62. The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying, How 
can this man give us his flesh to eat ? 

63. Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, yerily, I say unto you, 
except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you. 

64. Whoso eateth mj flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
life ; and I will raise him up at the last day. 

66. For my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. 

66. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in 
me, and I in him. 

67. As the living Father hath sent me, and I live by the Father : 
so he that eateth me,^ even he shall live by me. 

68. This is that bread which came down from heaven : not as 
your fathers did eat manna, and are dead : he that eateth of this 
bread shall live for ever. 

69. These things said he in the synagogue, as he taught in 
Oapernaum. 

60. Many therefore of his disciples, when they had heard this, 
said, this is an hard saying ; who can hear it ? 

61. When Jesus knew in himself that his disciples murmured 
at it, he said unto them, Doth this offend you ? 

62. What and if ye shall see the Son of man ascend up where 
he was before? 

63. It is the spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profiteth nothing : 
the words that I speAk unto you, they are spirit and they are life. 
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coKinnjJLnoN op john yi. 

64. Bat there are some of you that belioTe not For Jesus knew 
fironfthe beginning; who they were that belieyed notf and who should 
betray him. 

66. And he said, Therefore said I unto jou, that no man can oome 
unto me, except it were giTen unto him of my Father. 

66, From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked 
no more with him. 



MAIT. XY. . KABK YH. 

21. Then Jesus went 24. And firom thence 
thence, and departed hearoee,andwent in- 
into the coasts of Tyre to the borders of Tyre 



and Sidon. 



and Sidon. 



JOHN vn. 

1. After these things 
Jesus walked in Gali- 
lee : for he would not 
walk in Je wry,because 
the Jews sought to kill 
him. 

[This ends the whole discourse as it appears to have been de- 
livered at Capernaum, from whence our text is taken.] 

41. Fourthly, let us endeavour to ascertain what is 
meant by the advice, or counsel given ; *' but for that 
meat which endureth to everlasting life." 

42. Now, on entering upon this part of the subject^ 
I wish to proceed with caution, not to extort anything 
more from any portion of Holy Writ, than the Holy 
Ghost has intended to communicate. The advice, or 
counsel which Christ gave, to labour, or work for that 
meat which endureth to everlasting life^ was not to 
labour for a spiritual interest in Christ — (that was by 
grace, or free gift, not of works,) — but to labour for 
correct, and conaistent views of him, as the promised 
Messiah and only meat which endureth to everlasting 
life^ and legally believe in him as such. That they 
might, as a nation, be saved from national ruin and 
dispersion; which rested upon their legal belief or un- 
belief; their moral obedience or disobedience, as had 
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ever been the case with them^ since they had been the 
chosen nation of God ; *^ do, and live — transgress^ and 
die," were the terms of their conditional covenant. 
Bemember^ that our text was addressed to the Jews 
exclusively ; as all the four gospels were^ to that peo- 
ple^ as a nation ; with the exception of those dis- 
tinguishable portions^ which were addressed directly 
to Christ's disciples. So that they are intended for 
the instruction of all classes of mankind, while the 
epistles were addressed to Christians exclusively, as a 
peculiar people, called out of the world, and united in 
spiritual fellowship. And those who interpret the ex- 
hortations which the apostles addressed to the churches 
of Christ, by turning backward to the injunctions con- 
tained in the gospels, which were addressed to the 
Jews, as a nation, do thereby invert the beautiful order 
in which divine truth was communicated ; and un- 
warily confound Christianity with that evanescent 
shadow, which was intended to prefigure it. For all 
that transpired, during the ministry of Jesus, (which 
the four gospels relate,) may be considered, a short 
period preparatory to Christianity being established, 
the new covenant of grace fully introduced, and the 
abrogation of the Jewish legal dispensation. 

43. John the Baptist came to prepare the way for 
Christ, that he might be made manifest unto Israel ; . 
Cas the true Messiah ;) and Christ, in the period of his 
ministry, with his apostles and disciples, prepared the 
way for the establishment of his spiritual kingdom ; 
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and both^ by preaching repentance to the Jewish nation 
alone^ and no others ; as we have shewn they had so 
many things which devolved upon them to repent of, 
be converted^ and turned from ; and the neglect of 
this^ their legal duty, and rejection of that which was 
preached to them^ the consequences was fatal ; by the 
judgments of God^ as the last and sorest visitation, and 
greatest retribution on earth that ever befel them as a 
nation. 

44. We should likewise consider^ that Jesus^ 
throughout the four gospels, inculcated subjection to 
the whole law of Moses, which continued in full force 
during the period of his ministry^ even to his death ; 
and he said but little about the approaching establish- 
ment of a new covenant ; he likewise was circumcised, 
and kept the ceremonial law himself^ and went up to 
Jerusalem to keep the passover, just before his death. 
This shews that the four gospels were a very distinct 
portion of revelation from that of the Acts of the Apostles 
and the epistles to the churches ; for there was nothing 
of a ceremonial kind in force, or kept by the apostles, 
after Christ's death, and resurrection, and the Day of 
Pentecost ; for by his obedience and death, he ful- 
filled the whole law, and was " the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth.'* 

45. The above remarks, with a strict attention to 
the four gospels, may serve to shew that both John^s, 
Christ's, and his disciples' preaching, (previous to 
Christ's death) was of a legal, moral, natural, and 
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national kind ; and had it not been so^ the Jews, (as a 
nation,) would not have been inexcusablef and justly 
brought upon themselves the judgments of God, in 
their national destruction and dispersion to the present 
day : as it is said, '^ the pharisees and lawyers rejected 
the counsel of God against tliemselves, in not being 
baptized of him.'' This implies their disobedience, 
unbelief, and rejection of him, and his preaching. 
Hence, does it not appear that the baptism, previous 
to Christ's death, was of a nominal^ and national kind ? 
And as it was the duty of the Ninevites to believe in 
the preaching of Jonas, and repent in sackcloth and 
ashes, so it was the duty of this generation of Jews^ 
even the whole nation, to believe in John's, Christ's, 
and his apostles^ preaching, and to have been baptised, 
confessing their personal and national sins, and re- 
pented of them, and conformed to the injunctions, 
counsel, and advice of Messiah. And had they been 
as tenacious and honest, in searching their prophets on 
the subject, as they were for their traditions, they 
would have found abundant evidence, or intelligence, 
to demonstrate that Christ was the foretold Messiah, 
and the messenger of the new covenant of grace, and 
the meat which endureth to everlasting life. 

46. The old Jewish dispensation, or covenant of 
works, or legal^ moral, and ceremonial law^ by the com- 
mand of God, was established by Moses at Sinai, and 
commenced by the shedding of the blood of animals, 
vhich was typical of the blood of Jesus. Thus " the 
law was given by Moses." 
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47. So the new dispensation, or covenant of grace, 
was manifestly established, by Christ fulfilling the law, 
and by the shedding of his blood : so then, the old 
Jewish dispensation^ or covenant of works, was thereby 
abrogated ; and thus " Grace and truth came by Jesus 
Christ/' John i. 19. 

48. But the spiritual meaning of the Jewisli, or 
Mosaic institution, was not fully disclosed by the 
prophetSf nor even by Jesus Christ himself, during 
the time of his Personal ministry ; but the mystical 
signification of them was made known to the apostles, 
after the memorable day of Pentecost ; and the epistle 
to the Hebrews gives a more luminous explanation of 
the Mosaic institutions than all the New 1 estament 
bedide. And one of the greatest difficulties the 
apostles had to encounter (after the death of Christ, for 
they had no idea of it before) was to wean the Jewish 
converts from their old Mosaical ceremonies ; and es- 
pecially Paul : from the commencement of his Christian 
career^ (under the dictates of the Spirit) was brought 
upon him much persecution, for boldly withstanding 
the ceremonial law of Moses^ and releasing the disci- 
ples of Christ from the old Jewish yoke. See Acts 
xvi. 8 ; xxi. 17 — 25. And we see it more evidently 
throughout the epistle to the Galatians. And he ex- 
horted them to stand fast in the liberty wherewith 
Christ had made them free, and be not entangled 
again with the Jewish ceremonial yoke of bondage. 
Ghdatians v. 1. 
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49. Notwithstanding, many professors have con- 
tinued zealous for the law^ and resolute in misapplying 
it to the present day^ by forming wrong conceptions 
of the four gospels. Hence it is that so many contend 
for what is called, dtdy -faith ; and our text, with other 
similar ones^ by such, is made to speak general ex- 
hortation to all mankind, to believe spiritually, and 
partake of Christ. But by comparing spiritual things 
with spiritual, we cannot 6nd any such meaning in it. 
But if we can find a key to unlock this apparently ob- 
scure part of our text, and open it up to view, it will 
doubtless be the means of opening up others of like 
import, equally obscure to many. 

50. Whenever we meet with a text like this in hand, 
which appears difficult to understand ; if we wish to 
find out its own meaning, we should first ascertain 
whether it is addressed to believers or unbelievers : 
look minutely at every word it contains ; examine well 
its context ; and then find out its parallels if possible ; 
and thus bring it to its own test ; and by so doing, if 
it does not unfold itself, it will baffle all the sophistry 
and philosophy in the world ; because " the foolish- 
ness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of 
God is stronger than men." 1 Cor. i. 25. 

51. Now to unfold this part of our text, and set 
forth the advice and counsel given, (so as to be con- 
sistent with its unerring Author, and that we may be- 
hold his intention in it,) will lead us into a large field 
•0 as to find its proper key. Let patience have its 



55 

perfect work, while we ramify the field of truth for a 
solution, and bring forth several portions from the Old 
Testament as well as the New^ which has a direct 
bearing on our text^ and which^ we thinks is the only 
means of opening it up, so as to behold its meaning. 
And^ as many of the portions of Holy Writ^ which we 
intend to present to view^ are as much perverted as our 
text^ we may be excused for enlarging on this part of 
our subject. 

52. Let us proceed under the impression of the 
following fifteen considerations, some of which have 
been named, and some of the rest will be noticed as 
we advance. 

First. That the Jews were God's peculiar and 
favoured people, or chosen nation, as we have shewn. 
Exodus vi. 7. 

Sbcond. That that which the four gospels contain, 
were originally addressed to the Jewish nation exclu- 
sively, with the exception of those portions addressed 
to the disciples, and some few individuals. Matt. 
X. 5, 6. 

Third. That they were under a ceremonial and 
legal covenant of works; and that covenant was 
national as well as individual. Deut. v. 3, 3. 

Fourth. That the ceremonial covenant was not 
abrogated till after Christ's death and resurrection. 
Heb. viii. 13. Romans x. 4. 

Fifth. That as they were in possession of that 
covenant, will, or contract from the hand of God, and 
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which God made with them as a nation ; it was their 
bounden duty to take it as their only rule and guide ; 
and which they promised to do. Exodus xix. 8« 

Sixth. That they were forbid either to add to, or 
diminish irom, their coTenant, or divine record. Deut. 
iv. 2; xii. 82. 

Seventh. But notwithstanding, when their pro- 
mised Messiah came, they had added many traditions 
of their own inventing, and thereby had imbibed many 
erroneous notions ; and by so doing, had tran^ressed 
their covenant, or<3rod's commands, and so had made 
much work for repentance. Matt. xv« 3. 

Eighth. They were looking for a promised 
31essiah, so that when he came, it was their duty 
to believe in, and obey him, even the whole nation, 
and repent of their errors imbibed, and be baptised, 
according to the preaching, advice, and counsel which 
he gave them. Mark i. 15. Luke vii. 30. 

Ninth. That, aa a nation, their happiness, tem- 
poral prosperity, establishment, natural life and death, 
depended upon their obedience, or disobedience, to 
their Sinaiatic covenant, their prophets, and Messiah, 
when he came. Deut. xxviii. 16; xviii. 18, 19. 

Tenth. For their disobedience, infidelity, obsti- 
nacy, hypocrisy, cruel treatment to their Messiah, and 
rejection of him, they were eventually destroyed as a 
nation: their city, their temple, their civil government, 
their sacrifices, and their priesthood, all ceased ; and 
tbe few that remained were complete outcasts, and 
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remain so to the present day. Luke xiii. 85 ; xxi. 24. 
Romans xi. 20. 

Eleventh. Above all things we should bear in 
mind that the new covenant, or Christian dispensa- 
tion^ which Christ came to establish^ was a covenant 
of grace, or free favour, unconditional, not of works ; 
all labour and working, (as means of getting an in- 
terest in that covenant) are excluded. John vi. 44. 
£ph« xi. 9. 

Twelfth. That the new covenant of grace, or 
kingdom of Christy was not clearly revealed, nor fully 
established, till the effusion of the Holy Ghost at Pen- 
tecost, and afterwards. 

Thirteenth. That the complete disclosure of the 
law of Christ, and the difference between it and the 
law of Moses, must be sought in the apostolic epistles, 
and not in the four gospels. 

Fourteenth. We should ever distinguish be- 
tween those portions in the four gospels which were 
spoken previous to Christ's death, and those which 
were spoken after his resurrection, when he appeared 
to his disciples. Matt, xxviii. 16. 

Fifteenth. That the twelve apostles, and seventy 
disciples, did not understand the method of eternal 
salvation, nor preach spiritual and eternal remission of 
sins through Jesus, in the period the four gospels com- 
prise, or in the time of Christ's ministry, till after his 
death, not understanding the old Scriptures, or prophe- 
cies concerning him. Luke xxiv. 25 — 27 ; 45 — 47. 
John XX. 9. 
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53. Keeping those fifteen considerations in view, as 
we proceed, they will be a means of removing much 
obscurity from many portions of the four gospels^ and 
especially such as our text. 

54. Now we must also bear in mind, that Christ 
had the advantage of all other teachers, and always 
knew how to address his audience, because he was 
acquainted with the thoughts and intents of the heart, 
as it is said in Isaiah xi. 3, '^ He shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing 
of his ears ; but with righteousness shall he judge the 
poor," or reprove, or argue with equity for the meek 
of the earth ; and he shall smite the earth with the 
rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall 
he slay the wicked.^' And the evangelist (Luke 
xi. 1 7,) is quite in accordance with the prophet, where 
he says, " But he knowing their thoughts said unto 
them," &c. And when he addressed them in the 
language of our text, he evidently knew the hearts of 
his audience ; for he not only rebuked them as afore- 
saidy but now advises or counsels them, according to 
that which revolved in the breasts of many of them ; 
and who, according to the context, appear to be so- 
licitous and anxious to know what they must (fo, 
more than they had done, to inherit eternal life. And 
no doubt there were many of this class among the 
multitude, as well as the Scribes and Pharisees, who 
wished to entangle him ; but all upon a legal founda- 
tion, and under a covenant of works, therefore the 
same advice was suitable to the whole. 
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53. Hence the young ric|;^ ruler, on another occa- 
sion, who anxiously came to him for advice ; Christ 
perfectly knew his pride and vanity, and his covetous 
disposition, and where his heart was, even on his 
earthly treasures ; (and like multitudes in our day, 
who would take the world and their riches in one 
hand) and heaven in the other ;) and he addressed 
Christ as " Good Master/' believing he could give 
him further instructions, ^' What good thing shall I 
do that I may inherit eternal life ?" Matt. xix. ; 16. 
Mark x 17. Luke xviii. 18. As he had been per- 
fect, (as he thought, hitherto,) and still depending on 
his own works, he wished to know what he yet lacked. 
Christ immediately laid the axe to the root of the 
tree, and cut down all his pride and vanity, his 
self-confidence, and glorying in his own righteousness, 
holiness, and carnal wisdom ; he told him what to do ; 
that if he would enter into life, to keep the command- 
ments ; he asked him which ; Christ told him ; and he 
said, *^ All these things have I kept from my youth 
up, what lack I yet ?'' And Jesus said unto him, if 
thou wilt be perfect, (that is, according to his own 
legaVisystem,) ** Go and sell that thou hast, and give 
to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven, 
and take up thy cross and follow me.** 

56. Now, as he had no idea of eternal life, but by 
the works of the law, Christ still set him to work to 
fulfill the law ; and as he had boasted of his fulfilment 
of the law, Christ soon convinced him of his error ; 
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that he loved his riches mpre than he loved God^ and 
himself more than his neighbour. This v^as a breach 
of the two great commandments, on which hung all 
the law and the prophets ; (see Matt. xxii. 40) ; so 
that he set him to parting from his god (mammon) and 
loving his neighbour as himself, by dispensing his 
property to the poor, and thus fulfilling the law : this 
no man ever could or did do, but Christ himself. But 
it was a notion of the pharisees (and Christ was well 
acquainted with them, and this yonng man was one 
of the best of them, and held the same notions,) that 
they were to be saved by the deeds of the law, and 
that almsgiving was meritorious of eternal life ; and 
thus Christ put him to the utmost sti'etch of his own 
plan for perfection, and convinces him of his own in- 
sufficiency to perform it, in a way he knew would not 
be pleasing to him ; and yet he would not be able to 
disprove of the method, on the ground of his own 
tenets. And as he came to Christ for instruction, 
Christ likewise put him to the test as regarded his 
belief in him, as the Messiah, by telling him to take 
up his cross and follow him. " And he was sad at 
that saying, and went away grieved ; for he had great 
possessions." Thus he went away in silent sorrow, 
having his affections fixed on his riches, and no heart 
to part with them ; as those had who believed in 
Christ. Acts xiii. 44, 45. One thing he lacked, namely 
a new heart of charity, so that he was like the man 
without a wedding garment, speechless. Thus Christ 
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put this young man to sadness, sorrow and silence ; 
tbe same as he put to silence the Sadducees, and the 
Pharisees, with their clever lawyer. And no man 
was able to answer him a word. See Matt. xxii. 
15—46. 

51. But this young man came to Christ difierent 
to the generality who addressed him ; he came in 
earnest, not tempting him; but courteously, and for 
instruction, and was thoughtful of the world to come : 
though it is evident he did not believe that Christ was 
the promised Messiah; yet it appears there was 
much about him amiable, and praiseworthy ; for Jesus 
looked upon him, with natural affection^ and concern 
for his ignorance of the law, its spirituality, and 
large extent, requiring perfection in thought, and 
word, as well as deed ; but he only looked at his deeds, 
or doings ; and his coming to Christ, was only from 
natural and fleshly earnestness, and upon a legal 
bottom, the same as the rest of the Pharisees, not 
under spiritual conviction of sin ; that is a very differ- 
ent coming to Christ ; and the flesh can never brook 
any thing but that which is congenial to itself; and 
is always enmity to God's way of salvation. Rom. 
viii. 7. Salvation being the bequest of God to his 
children, or those who were given to Christ, John 
X. 29, and is a free grace gift^ not by the works of 
the law, Rom. iv. 14; for they that are under the 
law, are under the curse; and are not led by the 
Spirit of God. Gal. iii. 10—18. And Christ (as it 
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is stated throughout tlie four Goqicb) dealt with sw^ 
accordingly ; and exhorted them to legal and moral 
duties^ and not to Evangelical obedience; for he 
always knew the goats from the sheep^ and the sheep 
from the goats ; his own sheep heard^ and knew his 
voice, and followed him^ with joy and rejoicing. (Read 
attentively John x.) But this rich young man went 
away sorrowful. 

58. Again^ on another occasion^ when Christ had 
been speaking of the few who entered into the king- 
dom ; and that in its first introduction, it was so smaU, 
only like a grain of mustard seed, and like leaven 
hid in meal ; one came unto him, (not so sincere as 
the young man above named, but from mere curiosity,) 
and said unto him, <*Lord are there few that be 
saved V^ Christ did not, (as in many other instances,) 
give him a direct answer ; but said to those around, 
as well as unto him, which no doubt were as curious 
as himself; " Strive to enter in at the strait gate." 
Luke xiii. 24. Now Christ himself is intended by 
the *' Strait Gate." And to repent of, and change 
their erroneous notions, principles^ and practices, and 
legally believe in Christ, and own him as the Messiah ; 
the doctrines which he taught, and that his kingdom 
was at hand ; thus to believe in Christ, was entering 
in at the *^ Strait Gate,'' and become legal subjects of 
his kingly authority. But to be made or become 
spiritual subjects, is God's prerogative; and there is 
no command to strive in this matter ; for it is said to 
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tketD, ** Enter ye in at the strait gate." Matt. vii. 13. 
(These two passages are not parallels^ as many take 
them to be^ for the latter was addressed to Christ^s 
disciples^ and the former to the unregenerate multi- 
tude. See the context of each.) And there was a 
natural belief or &ith in Christ as their promised 
Messiah^ which deyolved on the Jews as a nation^ 
especially so ; (as well as upon all Grentiles now where 
the gospel is sent ; and this is what I call duty-faith.) 
And they had the advantage of all other nations, for 
they had the Divine Oracles^ Rom. iii. 12, from 
the very commencement of their being a separate 
people and nation^ and they boasted of their advan- 
ages. So that Christ had an undoubted right to 
exhort them to '* Strive to enter in at the strait gate/' 
or to believe in him. 

59. Now as the Jews had sunk into error^ super- 
stition, hypocrisy, will-worship, and disbelief of their 
Scriptures, John v. 46^ there was a natural and 
national repentance and reformation devolving upon 
them when Messiah came ; and which they had na- 
tural power to do, and were called upon to perform ; 
for John the Baptist's preaching was to that effect, as 
it is said, to prepare the way of the Lord, and to tell 
the people to repent, and bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance, by forsaking their sinfiil errors. And 
Christ exhorted them to repentance, and a belief ^n 
him, and his kingdom, the same as John ; and up- 
braided many cities because they repented not. Matt. 
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xi. £0. Bat the heads of the nation despised him^ 
and would have put him to death long before they 
did, if they could have had their own will ; for they 
abhorred his person^ his name^ his miracles, his doc- 
trines, and his ordinances; and those who openly 
professed him, they turned out of the synagogues ; 
and Christ told them, they shut up his kingdom^ and 
neither would enter themselves^ nor allow those who 
would to enter in. Matt, xxiii. 13. And who knows 
how many they prevented from entering in^ in this 
natural^ legale or moral way. ** Woe unto you law- 
yers ! (said he) for ye have taken away the key of 
knowledge^ (Christ's doctrine was the key of know- 
ledge^) ye entered not in yourselves^ and them that 
were entering in, ye forbid." Luke xi. 52. And in 
their obstinacy^ hatred^ and hostility, they said of John, 
that " he hath a devil ;" they said of Christ, " Behold 
a man gluttonous, and a wine-bibber, a friend of pub- 
licans and sinners.'* Matt. xi. 18, 19; and that he cast 
out devils through Beelzebub, the prince of the devils ; 
Matt xii. 24 ; and that " he hath a devil and is mad, 
why hear ye him ?" And they took up stones to stone 
him. John x. 20 — 31 They laboured all they could, 
even against the clearest evidence, to make it appear 
that he was one of the worst of impostors ; but they 
did not labour (mentally) for a natural and legal 
belief in him ; and find that he was the ^* meat which 
endureth to everlasting life." They might have known 
by their prophets, that he was the promised Buler 
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and King in Zion. Isaiah xxiv. 23, Micah iv. 7. 
For the marks of his character were so clearly pour- 
trayed by them, that any thoughtful and attentive 
mind, might have distinguished him from all manner 
of impostors, who should impiously pretend to, or 
counterfeit his name. But they said, ^^ We will not 
have this man to reign over us.'' Luke xix. 14. And 
they declared they had '' No king but Caesar." John 
xix. 15. Thus they disbelieved^ and rejected, both 
John the Baptist and Christ, their preaching and 
doctrines^ so evidently God-like, set forth amongst 
them, and confirmed by supernatural miracles. 

60. Christ was the *' Wonderful, Counsellor," as 
well as '^ the mighty Grod ;'' and he was ever giving the 
Jews the best of counsel and advice, as well as healed 
their sick, cured the lame, gave sight to the blind, cast 
out devils, raised the dead to life, regenerated and gave 
eternal life, to many that were given to him ; and 
thus went about doing good. Yet, after all, he was 
constrained to say, concerning their obstinacy, unbe- 
lief, and rejection of him : ^^ If I had not come and 
spoken unto them, (told them that he was the Mes- 
siah ; counselled and advised them to repent and turn 
from their errors,) they had not had sin : (the sin of 
disbelieving a^d rejecting him,) but now they have no 
cloke for their sin ;'' for he gave corroborative evidence 
by his miracles, that he was the person he declared 
himself to be. '^ If I had not done among them the 
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works which none other man did, they had not had 
sin : (they had not had the above particular sin of re- 
jecting him :) but now they have both seen and hated 
both me and my Father." John xv. 22—24. '« But 
this Cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled 
that is written in their law, they hated me without a 
cause." Verse 25. Thus hating him, the way and the 
path which he marked out for them, they would not 
take his counsel and advice, and enter in at the 
^' strait gate," or believe in him ; nor believe that 
he was the ^' meat that endureth to everlasting life." 
And David, viewing them prophetically, and their 
judicial blindness, for their obstinacy and rebellion, 
says, *^ But my people would not hearken to my voice ; 
and Israel would none of me. So I gave them up unto 
their own hearts' lust : and they walked in their own 
counsels." Psalm Ixxxi. 11, 12. 

61. Now, we are not to suppose that Christ ever 
counselled, advised, called^ invited, or required the 
unregenerate Jews, (notwithstanding their advantages 
and privileges,) to strive and labour to get a saving 
interest in him, and to get spiritual faith and repent- 
ance, and to perform spiritual acts : things which no 
man in his natural or unregenerate state, ever had will, 
power, or ability to obtain, by his own works or la- 
bour. (** If it be of works, then it is no more of 
grace.'' Rom.xi.6.) If this is what Christ meant in our 
text, and similar portions, would he not have been more 
like an austere tyrant, than the meek and lowly Jesus? 
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And worse than the hard-hearted Pharaoh^ who re- 
quired the people to make bricks without materials ? 
And not only so, but he would have been extremely 
contradictory, and inharmonious with his own doc- 
trine; and would have preached a yea-and-nay gospel. 
For he declares it is his prerogative alone to grant spi- 
ritual repentance. Acts v. 31.; xi. 18.; and that 
saving faith is the gift of God. £ph. xi. 8. ; and that 
no man could cometo him except the Father draw 
him. John vi. 44. ; and that eternal life was his gift 
John xvii. 2. Thus all things that pertain to spiri- 
tual life, are sovereign, special, absolute, and new 
covenant gifts. Heb. viii. 8 — 13. With mere natu- 
ral men these things are impossible, and possible with 
God only . Luke xviii. 27. 

92. Therefore^ when he addressed the unregene- 
rate multitude, in the words of our text, to ^* labour 
for that meat which endureth to everlasting life," he 
could not mean spiritual labour, nor manual labour — 
but a natural, legal, moral, mental, and intellectual 
labour, which was their duty, to obtain a natural belief 
in, and just conception ofChrist, as being the Messiah, 
and the '^ meat which endureth to everlasting life ;" ac- 
cording to John the Baptist's and Christ's preaching ; 
for they called the people to a legal, natural^ and nation- 
al repentance, and belief in Christ. And as they were 
so obdurate and unbelieving, they were exhorted to 
** strive to enter in at the strait gate :" and this the 
people (or Jews) had natural power and ability to 
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perform ; and being still under a covenant of works, 
and in possession of the writings of the prophets^ which 
declared all things needful to be known concerning 
Christy and the new covenant of grace, (see Jer. xxxi. 
31 — 34.) it was their bounden duty to labour and 
strive for a consistent, and correct knowledge, and be- 
lief in Christ, a|id his gracious kingdom. This was 
that which Christ was ever pressing upon them ; and 
which they had power and ability to arrive at ; an intel- 
lectual, or mental knowledge of, and become legal 
proselytes to, Messiah. But if ^y had not this power, 
but were poor impotent, powerless, helpless creatures, 
in this natural and moral respect— we ask again, would 
not Christ have been both inconsistent, and tyrannical, 
and a hard taskmaster, for calling, exhorting, advising, 
and counselling them to do those things which were 
out of their power? Yea, and an unjust judge, for 
pronouncing the numerous woes against them, which 
he did^ in the strongest language that could possibly 
be made use of, because they repented not. See Matt, 
xi. 20— 24.; xxiii. 18,33. 

68. Therefore, all exhortations throughout the 
Scriptures, which are addressed to the unregenerate, 
are of a legal, moral, mental, intellectual, and natural 
kind ; and therein lies man's accountability — and for 
this the Jews were accountable, and suffered the con- 
sequences, as all must who reject the council of God. 

64. Now, in reading the four Grospels with care 
and attention, we may easily perceive the different 
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manner in which Christ addressed the unregenerate^ 
to ifaat of the regenerate. We have not a single soli- 
tary instance, that ever he set^ counselled, or advised 
any man, or even his own redeemed sheep, or disciples, 
to labour, to strive, or work, to get an interest in his 
merits ; or to work for spiritual life. No ; . he la- 
boured and wrought this out for them ; and they only 
had to receive it, by faith, as a free gift ; purchased by 
him for them, and manifested to them by his Spirit. 
What matchless grace ! And when Nicodemus with 
concern and anxiety came to Christ, and owned him 
as a teacher sent jGrom Grod, he did not set him to la- 
bour, or work, for everlasting life ; but taught him 
the necessity of regeneration^ by divine grace, applied 
by the power of the Spirit : " Ye must be bom again 
of water* and of the Spirit, or ye cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God«'' John iii. 5. And when he ad- 
dressed the poor fishermen on the shores of Galilee, it 
was with a word as powerful as that which made the 
earth. He said, " Follow me : and I will make you 
fishers of men. And they immediately left their nets, 
and the ship, and their father, and followed him.'' 
Matt iv. 19 — 22. And he ushered them into a firm 
spiritual belief of himself, with a word, or command, 
equally as powerful as the former : ** Enter ye in at 
the strait gate." Matt. vii. 13. And when he called 

Zacchseus from the tree, ** he made baste, and came 
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* See my Treatise on " Regeneration." 
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down, and received him joyfully.^ He was made an 
honesty upright, and sincere man, who before was con- 
sidered a vile, dishonest sinner. '^ And Jesus said 
unto him, this day is salvation come to this house." 
Luke xix. 1 — ^9. ^* It is the Spirit that quickeneth; 
(said he), the flesh profiteth nothing.'' John vi. 63. 
" Now ye are clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you." Chap. xv. 3. ^* Ye have not 
chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth much fruit." Verse 
16. "I have chosen you out of the world." Verse 19. 
" Be of good cheer ; I have overcome the world." 
John xvi. 83. ^' I pray for them ,* I pray not for the 
world." ** Ye are the light of the world." '* Ye are 
the salt of the earth." ^^ I am the vine, ye are the 
branches." "Freely ye have received, freely give." 
Matt. X. 8." ^' Give not that which is holy unto 
dogs." *^ I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter." '* I will not leave you com- 
fortless: I will come to you." John xiv. 16 — 18. 
*' Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you." 
Verse S7. Most of those gracious commands, blessed 
declarations, and promises, have a precept annexed to 
them : hence, " make the tree good, and the fruit will 
be good also." " Even so every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit ; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit." Matt. vii. 19. ^' By their fruits ye shall know 
them. This we perceive was the manner in Which 
Christ addressed his own disciples. 
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65. But when Jesus addressed the unregenerate 
Scribes and Pharisees who were not the sheep, John 
X. 26, the goats. Matt. xxv. 32, 33, the tares. Matt, 
xiii. 38, the chaff. Matt. iii. 12, or those who were 
under the law, who disbelieved him and his miracles, 
and who sought to entangle and entrap him, his 
language to them was most severe : '^ Ye (said he) 
are of your father the devil, and the works of your 
father ye will do : ye hypocrites, ye can discern the 
face of the sky, how is it that ye cannot discern the 
signs of the times? Repent ye, and believe the 
gospel." Mark i. 15. "Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate." Luke xiii. 24. '^Labour not for the 
meat that perisheth, but for that meat which endureth 
to everlasting life." " While ye have the light, 
believe in the light, that ye may be the children of 
light." John xii. 86. ** Ye blind guides, which strain 
at a gnat, and swallow a camel, ye outwardly appear 
righteous unto men, but within ye are full of hypo- 
crisy and iniquity, but I know you, that ye have not 
the love of God in you. Fill ye up the measure of 
your fathers, ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, 
how can you escape the damnation of hell." Matt, 
xxiii. 33. ** Oh generation of vipers, how can ye, 
being evil, speak good things ? For out of the 
abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." Matt, 
xii. 3. " Ye are from beneath, ye are of this world, 
ye shall seek me, and shall die in your sins : whither 
I go ye cannot come.'* John viii. 21 — 23. "Ye 



72 

believe not because ye arenot of my sheep.*^ Thus 
we see the different manner in which Christ addressed 
the unregenerate to that of the regenerate. 

66. Hence we see the awful character of the Jews 
pourtrayed by him who could not deceive^ nor be 
deceived; not that Christ offered them saving grace^ 
spiritual and eternal life, (as many presume to say,) 
and they refused to accept it, no ; but because they 
would not exercise their natural, mental, and moral 
powers, be sober-minded^ thoughtful, and truthful, 
according to their advantages and privileges, with 
which they were so highly favoured as a nation. And 
for this cause, {i. e, their obstinacy, rebellion, infidelity, 
hypocrisy, hardness of heart, rejection of Christ and 
his truth, his counsel and advice,) they were given up 
to strong delusions to believe a lie, by which means 
tboy were damned, or, in other words, condemned to 
destruction as a nation, and given up to judicial 
blindness. Hence, he that believeth not, is condemned 
already^ because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. John iii. 18« Herein 
lays their accountability. Natural faith being a duty 
devolving upon them, they were called to believe, to 
repent, and reform their worship, their manners, 
their sentiments, and trust to Messiah for instruction 
in their temporal and everlasting welfare. Therefore, 
when Isaiah saw (in vision) Chrisfs glory, and spake 
of him, and this wicked generation's infidelity and 
wickedness, he said, '^ He hath blinded their eyes, and 
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hardened their heart, that they should not see with 
their eyes^ nor understand with their heart, and be 
converted^ and I should heal them." John xii. 39 — 41. 
Not that God puts forth any power to harden man's 
heart, or to blind his eyes ; '^ God tempteth no man 
to evil, but man is tempted when he is drawn away of 
his own lusts, and enticed.^ James L 13. <' Hard- 
ened through the deceitfulness of sin.'' Heb. iii. 13. 
And ** blinded by the god of this world." 2 Cor. 
iv. 4. But because God has all power in earth, in 
heaven, and in hell^ when he withholds his preventing 
power, it may be said that God has done it, when he 
allows or permits men to do it ; yet he brings good 
out of the permitted evil, by his own wise arrange- 
ments. God, through the wickedness, self-will, ob- 
stinacy, and rebellion of man, often judicially gives 
him up to his own lusts, propensities, and desires, 
*^ To work all manner of evil with greediness.^ Eph. 
iv. 9. Oh ! what an awful thing to have an heart so 
callous and wicked as to be judicially given up of 
God ! Hence that wicked king Pharaoh, Balaam, 
king Saul, Judas, Annanias and Sapphira, and hosts 
more with this hardened generation, so great was 
their hardness, blindness and obstinacy, that even 
with indisputable evidence they would not be con- 
verted, and turned even to natural or external repent- 
ance and reformation, that they might be healed in a 
civil and national way, and be preserved from national 
»ruin. 
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67. And David^ also, as a prophet under the 
dictates of the Spirit^ alluding to Christy his sufferings^ 
and the treatment he met with from the Jews, (even 
this wicked generation) says, ** they gave me also 
gall for my meat ; and in my thirst they gave me 
vinegar to drink. Let their table become a snare 
before them, and that which should have been for 
their welfare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be 
darkened, that they see not, and make their loins 
continually to shake. Pour out thine indignation up- 
on them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 
Let their habitation be desolate, and let none dwell 
in their tents. For they persecute him whom thou 
hast smitten ; and they talk to the grief of those whom 
thou hast wounded. Add iniquity unto their iniquity, 
and let them not come into thy righteousness. Let 
them be blotted out of the book of the living, and 
not written with the righteous.'* Psalm Ixix. 21 — 28. 
And God said, by Moses, " I will hide my face from 
them, I will see what their ekd shaH be;** (called 
the END of the world in the New Testament ; Matt, 
xxiv. 3 ; or, the end of the Jewish church, state, and 
commonwealth ;) •* for they are a very froward genera- 
tion^children in whom is no faith ; for they are a 
nation void of counsel ; neither is there any understand- 
ing in them." ** O that they were wise, that they 
understood this, that they would consider their latter 
end. How should one chase a thousand, and two put 
ten thousand to flight, except their rock had sold 



75 

thems and the Lord had shut them in?" Deut. 
xxxiu 20, 28, 30. "Sold them," or given them 
into the hands of their enemies, and shut them in the 
city of Jerusalem, by Titus, to be destroyed. TBut a 
little more upon this subject in a subsequent page.) 
Who would not think that the above prophetic 
declarations, by Isaiah, by Moses, and by David, is 
not sufficient to make any thinking man tremble for 
infidelity, and disobedience to the Scriptures of truth, 
and rebellion against God ! Who can stand against 
the judgments of an offended God? ''Vengeance 
belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. 
It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
God." Heb. x. 30, 31. 

68. Now we suppose that no one will presume to 
contradict, when we say, that to strive, to labour^ or 
to workj are synonimous terms, and mean nearly one 
and the same thing. Those whom Christ addressed 
in our text, and in like passages, were not only unre- 
generate according to the sequel, and as aforesaid ; 
but some of them, no doubt, were vile characters : 
and when he told them to strive to labour^ or to work; 
he never intended a labour for supernatural repentance, 
and to get an interest in him and his merits. No : I 
defy any man to find such a method in all the book of 
God, if rightly comprehended and expounded accord- 
ing to its analogy. No : they are terms and condi- 
tions belonging to the old legal covenant, and wherein 



76 

lies man's accountability ; hence, he is called upon to 
perform his natural duty^ as a dependent, and an 
accountable creature to God. And to mix up the old 
covenant with the new is most preposterous. The 
word of God should not be amalgamated. Supernatural 
or spiritual things are new covenant and sovereign 
gifts — without works, without money, and vnthout 
price : " Not by works of righteousness which we^have 
done, but according to his mercy he saved us ; by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost." Titus iii. 5. In regeneration, man is entirely 
passive ; for by nature, man is " enmity to God" as 
regards spiritual things, ruined, lost, impotent, and 
dead ; how then can he labour, work, or strive for 
spiritual life, or get an interest in Christ ? Impossi- 
ble : all who were ** ordained to eternal life '* had an 
interest in Christ before the foundation of the world ; 
and this interest is manifested to them, by the work of 
the Holy Ghost in regeneration as above : hence, " I 
will work and who shall let," (or hinder). Isaiah 
xliii. 13. *' For we are his workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath be- 
fore ordained that we should walk in them.^' Eph. 
ii. 10. '* Now to him that worketh is the reward not 
reckoned of grace, but of debt. But to him that 
worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness." Rom* 
iv. 4, 5. 
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69. But Christ exhorted the Jews to ^^ strive ^^^ to 
'* labour y^ or, to '* vxjrk^^ according to the law they 
were under ; and in their own quarry, nature, with all 
the native materials that they could muster ; namely, 
all the powers and (acuities of the mind ; and with 
these to search the divine records committed to them 
— the Old Testament, or Moses, the Psalms, and the 
Prophets. Hence he said, '* Search the Scriptures, 
for in them ye think ye have eternal life, and they 
are they which testify of me." John v, 38, 39. " Ye 
do err, not knowing the Scriptures and the power of 
God." ^' And ye have not his word abiding in you, 
for whom he hath sent him ye believe not.*' ^' If they 
hear not Moses and the Prophets, neither would they 
be persuaded though one rose from the dead." Luke 
xvi. 31. Thus he charged them with a disbelief of 
their Scriptures, as well as a disbelief of himself; for 
*• had ye believed Moses, (said he) ye would have 
believed me, for he wrote of me ; but if ye believe not 
his writings, how shall ye believe my words ?" John 
V. 46, 47. This was that which made Christ such a 
strait gdtiy their natural obstinacy and unbelief; 
*^ they could not enter in because of unbelief,*^ They 
would not believe that he was the " meat which en- 
duteth unto everlasting life.** 

70^ But if they had divested themselves of their 
prejudices, and laid aside their errors, false notions, 
traditions, pride and hostility, and taken Christ's 
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counsel and advice, and laboured studiously, dilligently, 
with care and attention, which was their bounden 
duty to do ; and properly yiewed his Grod-Uke power, 
in the matchless miracles which he wrought, and 
which none other man did, nor could do ; they might, 
as a nation, have seen, been convinced, and legally 
believed that Jesus was the Christ, the Messiah ; and 
have said, " this is he of whom Moses in the law and 
the Prophets did write." John i. 45. And, thus 
legally entered in at the strait gate, and legally be- 
lieved, that he was the '^ meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life ;" and that his " kingdom was at 
hand;" and saved themselves from the impending 
judgments of God, which was the consequence of their 
unbelief. And Jesus said to them, '^ though ye be- 
lieve not me, believe the works, that ye may know 
and believe that the Father is in me, and I in him.^ 
John xi. 38. (Now who would presume to say that 
this was a spiritual belief or faith, which Christ ex- 
horted them to ?) Here we see their infidelity — they 
neither believed Moses nor the Prophets, nor Jesus, 
nor the matchless miracles which he wrought ; but the 
Pharisees and lawyers rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves." Luke vii. 30. And as much as 
possible, incensed all the people against him. Then 
was fulfilled that well known prophecy which says, ^* I 
have called, but ye refused ; I have stretched out my 
hand^ and no man regarded; but ye have set at nought 
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all my counsely and would none of my reproof." 
Prov. i. 24, 25, And he said of this generation by 
Isaiah (Ixv. 2,) '* I have spread out my hands all the 
day unto a rebellious people, which walked in a way 
that is not good^ after their own thoughts. See Rom. 
X. 21.; Psalm Ixxxi. 11^ 12. ^'Notwithstanding^ 
among the chief rulers many (legally) believed on 
him ; but because of the Pharisees they did not con- 
fess him^ lest they should be put out of the synagogue. 
For they loved the praise of men more than the praise 
of God." John xii. 42, 43. Hence^ Christ said to 
them, ''How can ye believe, which receive honour 
one of another^ and seek not the honour that cometh 
from God only T John v. 44. 

71. Thus we consider that the exhortations of Jesus 
to the unregenerate Jews^ to strive^ to labour^ and to 
BELiETE, was of a natural^ ^^g^h moral, and mental 
nature, according to their old testament, or legal 
covenant, which God made with them of old, for they 
were still under the law of Moses, and accountable 
for all which Moses delivered to them ; and their dis- 
belief of Moses was a great sin, even that which con- 
demned them as a nation. Hence, Christ said, '' Do 
not think that I will accuse you to the Father ; there 
is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye 
trust.** John v. 45. Thus they were not under grace, 
but under the law ; and, therefore, '* judged by the 
law ;" for not the hearers of the law are just before 
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God^ but the doers of the law shall be justified/' 
Bom. iL 12^ 13. Henee^ it was at their peril to be 
disobedient to the voice of the Lord their God : hear 
Daniel's declaration concerning it, ^ All Israel have 
trangressed thy law, even by departing, that they 
might not obey thy voice ; there£:>re is the curse pour- 
ed upon us, and the oath that is written in the law of 
Moses, the servant of God, because we have sinned 
against him." Dan. ix. 1 1, 14. See also Lev. xxvi. 
14 to the end. And when Christ was speaking by 
parables to the Jews concerning their rejection of him, 
the chief comer stone in Zion, and the consequences 
thereof, he said, '^Therefore, I say unto you^ the 
kingdom of heaven shall be taken from you^ and given 
to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof; and who- 
soever shall fall on this stone shall be broken ; but on 
whomsoever it shall fall it will grind him to powder." 
Matt. xxi. 43, 44. These two verses set forth the 
punishment and vengeance of Christ on the Jews, in 
their national destruction, for their unbelief and rejec- 
tion of him. 

72. Now, laying aside all preconceived notions, and 
blind incredulity, and by an unbiased, studious, and 
careful perusal of the four gospels; it will appear 
obvious according to the first commission which Christ 
gave to his twelve apostles and seventy disciples,~when 
he sent them out two by two ; that the principle drift 
of their preaching was a natural, national, and legal 
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repentance ; a reformation of manners and doctrine^ 
and a legal belief in Christ, or that Messiah was come, 
and that his kingdom was at hand ; and that the people 
might have evidence of the truth of their message, 
they were endowed with power to work miracles; 
and if they r^ected them and their statements, they 
were to shake off the dust off their feet, as a testi- 
mony against them. '^ And they went out and preach- 
ed that men should repent.'^ Mark vi. 13. '^ And as 
ye go, preachy saying, the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand." Matt. x. 7, 8. '^ Heal the sick, cleanse the 
lepers^ raise the dead^ cast out devils." Let it be 
observed, that this was a very different commission, 
to that which was given after Christ's death and 
resurrection. Matt, xxviii. 19^ 20. ; Markxvi. 15, 16. ; 
Luke xxiv. 46, 47. 

73. And it will appear more obvious that it was 
principally a natural, national, and legal repentance 
which they preached, (previous to Christ's death) 
when we justly perceive that the Apostles themselves, 
had very vague conceptions of the gospels, of Christ's 
spiritual kingdom, and could not understand it, but 
misunderstood it altogether; thinking it to be a 
temporal one. We should likewise bear in mind^ 
that both Christ and his apostles kept the Jewish 
feasts and ceremonies, as the passover, &c. ; these 
they had to do with especially ; nor did Christ abro- 
gate the covenant of works till after his death and 
resurrection ; till be had fulfilled the law and the con- 
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ditions of the new covenant ; by his working out a 
righteousness, and shedding his blood as a sacrifice 
for sin. And we should keep in view* that there was 
no gospel church formed till after Christ's death ; nor 
the Lord^s supper instituted till just before Christ 
suffered ; even the same night in which he was be- 
trayed." 1 Cor. xi. 23. 

74. Therefore, the apostles had to preach a legal 
duty faith, and that his kingdom was at hand ; for it 
was not established till Christ had finished the work 
his Father gave him to do. John xvii. 4. And tlie 
time appointed for its establishment was the day of 
Pentecost and afterwards. 

75. Nor did the apostles understand that Christ 
was to die as a sacrifice for sin, (till after his death), 
for we read, ** And when he took the twelve, and said 
unto them, Behold ! we go up to Jerusalem, and all 
things that are written by the prophets, concerning the 
Son of Man, shall be accomplished ; for he shall be 
delivered unto the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and 
spitefully entreated, and spitted on ; and they shall 
scourge him, and put him to dea^h ; and the third day 
he shall rise again. And they understood none of 
these things." (Although this was the third year of 
their preaching, and he had repeatedly named the sub- 
ject to them). ** But this saying was hid from them, 
neither knew they the things which were spoken.** 
Luke xviii. 31 — 34. 

Again, it is said in Mark ix. 31, 32, '^ He taught 
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his disciples, and said unto them, the Son of Man is 
delivered into the hands of men, and they shall kill 
him ; and after that he is killed he shall rise the third 
day ; but they understood not that saying, and were 
afraid to ask him." For he had previously rebuked 
them for their ignorance, and had said to Peter, '' get 
thee behind me, satan.'^ Matt. xvi. 22, 23. 

77. Likewise it is recorded by John, (xvi.) *' But 
these things have I told you, that when the time shall 
come, ye may remember that I told you of them." 
" But now I go my way to him tliat sent me — but 
because I have said these things unto you, sorrow 
hath filled your heart." And continuing his discourse 
to them, concerning his death, he said, ^'a little 
while and ye shall not see me : again, a little while, 
and ye shall see, because I go to the Father. They 
said, therefore, what is this that he saith a little 
while ? we cannot tell what he saith." They perfectly 
knew his words but not his meaning. See also Matt, 
xvi. 21—23. ; and xvii. 22, 23. 

78. What admirable honesty is here set forth ! 
Here is the testimony of the four Evangelists, confess- 
ing and stating their blindness and ignorance concern- 
ing Christ's mission, life, death, resurrection, ascen- 
sion, and intercession ; for all this is implied in the 
above questions ; and numerous other portions which 
might be referred to. 

79. See another portion concerning their igno- 
ranee of him as their Mediator and Intercessor, pre- 
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vious to his death : " Hitherto," said he, *' ye have 
asked nothing in my name." *' At that day/' (the day 
of Pentecost, when the efiiision, or baptism, of the 
Spirit was promised, to teach them all things concern- 
ing him, which they had hitherto been ignorant of;) 
at that day ye shall ask in my name^ and I will pray 
the Father for you." " I have many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now ;" (see John xvi. ;) 
doubtless concerning the rejection of the Jews, and 
the calling of the Gentiles ; the abrogation of the 
Mosaic economy and the settling of the gospel church 
state, which were to come to pass after his death and 
resurrection ; " but ye cannot bear them now ;" on 
account of their prejudices, in favour of their own na- 
tion, the law of Moses, and the ceremonies of it, and 
the thoughts of Christ setting up a temporal kingdom. 
80. Again : it is evident that the apostles did not 
understand, concerning Christ's resurrection ; for when 
the Marys had been to the sepulchre, after he was 
risen, and had received intelligence from the angels 
that he was risen from the dead, according as he had 
told them — when with them in Galilee, (Matt. xvi. 
S.^, 23) — when they went and told the apostles of it, 
*' their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they 
believed them not." Luke xxiv. And how could 
they ? for it is said in John xx. 9, ** For, as yet, they 
knew not the Scriptures, that he must rise again from 
the dead.'* Buf , '^ afterward his disciples remembered 
that he had said this unto them ; and they believed 
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the Scriptures, and the Word which Jesus had said.V 
John ii. 22. 

8L It is true that Christ said to his apostles^ on 
one occasion, " Unto you it is given to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom." But^ obviously, this passage 
must be considered as prospective and encouraging^ 
and of that which was in ample store for them ; for 
atthattime the mysteries of the kingdom was not re- 
vealed to them^ nor did they understand what he was 
now speaking of: '^and they asked him^ sayings what 
might this parable be ? and he said unto them^ know 
ye not this parable, how will ye know all parables ? 
Mark iv. 11,13. Luke viii. 9, 10. Although they 
did not understand much that he said, yet they had 
such affection towards him, and such confidence and 
belief in him, that they acquiesced in all that he said. 
We have many portions of Scripture which speak of 
things as already given, and already done, because 
determined in the divine mind ; which did not take 
place till the time appointed. So the above. See 
Isaiah, liii. The whole chapter speaks in the past 
tense, but tlie things spoken of, did not take place till 
seven hundred years afterwards. 

82. It may be needful to notice another portion, 
which seems to be in favour of their knowledge of 
spiritual redemption, and remission of sins, by Christ, 
before his death. When two disciples were journey- 
ing to Emaius, in a disconsolate state of mind, after his 
death and resurrection ; when he appeared, and con- 
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versed with them^ but they did not know him ; they 
said, ^^ But we trusted that it had been He which 
should have redeemed Israel." Luke xxiv. SI. But 
we must bear in mind^ that it was not a spiritual, but 
a temporal and national redemption from the Romish 
yoke, which they understood and intended ; but now 
they could not tell what to think since he was dead : 
how appropriate thenwas his language to them on that 
occasion^ when he said^ *^ O fools I and slow of heart 
to believe all that the prophets have spoken ; ought 
not Christ to have sufiered these things, and to enter 
into his glory ?" verses 25, 26. 

83. Now^ as the above are undeniable facts, if we 
leave the opinions of men, and the notions we may 
have imbibed, and take the four gospels as our only 
guide, we have no Scriptural evidence to prove, 
nor well-grounded reason to suppose, that the apostles, 
or seventy disciples, preached spiritual remission of 
sins, through Christ, as the atoning sacrifice^ till after 
his death and resurrection ; (although it appears to be 
the general opinion of both ministers and people ;) it 
was not in their first commission, neither did they un- 
derstand the doctrine themselves, (from the evidence 
adduced above, and much more might be brought as 
proof:) and not understanding it themselves, how 
could they preach it to others ? As it is said in John 
xii. 16, ** These things understood not his disciples 
at first ; but when Jesus was glorified, then remem- 
bered they that these things were written of him :" 
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although, on one occasion, when Christ questioned his 
disciples as to whom they considered him to be, the 
Spirit dictated to Peter (for Christ told him that flesh 
and blood did not reveal it to him,) that Jesus was 
'* the Christ, the Son of the living God." At the same 
time Peter did not understand his mission into this 
world ; and he charged Peter, with the rest of the disci- 
ples, that they should tell no man that he was Jesus 
the Christ Matt. xvi. 15. 

84. Nor were the minds of this generation in a fit 
state to receiye such a doctrine ; through the awful 
state of depravity into which they had sunk, and their 
deep rooted errors and prejudices, and being so wedded 
to their covenant of works, and so blind to that which 
their sacrifices typified : that when Christ spoke of 
his death on the cross, the people answered him, '^ We 
have heasd out of the law, that Christ abideth for 
ever : And how sayest thou the Son of Man must be 
lifted up ?" John xii. 32 — 34. And whenever Christ 
himself preached that he could forgive sins, which 
he often did, nothing gave so great offence ; they said, 
" He spake blasphemies.'' Mark li. 7, 10. And it 
appears evident, that it cannot be found in the four 
Gospels, during the period of Christ's ministry ; that 
spiritual remission of sins through him, was preached 
publicly, but by his harbinger, and himself only. 

85. It is true, that when " Joseph" was musing on 
that which had happened to his espoused wife ; that 
the Angel preached it to him ; " Thou shalt call his 
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name Jesus^ for he shall save his people from their 
sins." Matt. i. 18^ 23. But then, this was not preached 
publicly, but was by a dream told to Joseph, for his 
instruction, and consolation ; and as it is said, ^' That 
it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Prophet" 
Isaiah vii. 14. But, notwithstanding the intelligence) 
Joseph received in vision, from the ' angel ; the full 
import of his name Jesus, was not fiiUy understood 
by him ; or if it was then, it soon in a great measure 
became obliterated from the mind ; for in the space of 
twelve years afterwards, when they went up to Jeru- 
salem to the Passover, and missing him in their return ; 
they went back, and searched the city three days ; 
and at length to their surprise, they found him sitting 
among the Doctors — ^' and his Mother said unto him^ 
Son, why hast thou dealt thus with us ? behold thy 
Father and I have sought thee sorrowing." . And he 
said unto them, ^' How is it that ye sought me ? wist ye 
not that I must be about my Father's business ? And 
they understood not the saying which he spake unto 
them." Luke xi. 41 — 50. " But his mother kept 
all these sayings in her heart." Yet, notwithstanding, 
Mary with her husband, at this time, evidently knew 
but little of the full import of the name Jesus. 

86. But when Christ had made full atonement for 
sin, and after his death and resurrection ; then he 
appeared to the twelve, and gave them their second 
commission. Matt, xxviii. 19, 20. Mark xvi. 15, 16; 
and enlightened their minds, so as to comprehend 
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those things which had hitherto been hid from them. 
'* And he said unto them, these are the words which 
I spake unto you, while I was with you, that all 
things must be fulfilled, which were written in the 
Law of Moses, and in the Prophets, and in the Psalms 
concerning me.'* ** Then opened he their understand- 
ings that the]r might understand the Scriptures.'' 
" And beginning at Moses, and all the Prophets, he 
expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning himself." He had called them ^' fools, 
and slow of heart to believe the Prophets ;" or Old 
Testament Scriptures ; and here we see they did not 
understand them till now. ^^ And he said unto them, 
thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day : and that 
repentance and remission of sins should be preached in 
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 
Luke xxiv. 44 — 47. It is evident they had not began 
this work of preaching spiritual remission of sins 
through him before his death. But he now let them 
into the great, and grand secret ; of the import of his 
mission into the world, the work he had to accomplish, 
and that it was finished ! '^ And they worshipped 
him," (for the first time as God,) ** and returned to 
Jerusalem, with great joy." Sorrow had filled their 
heart, when he told them of his departure from them 
by death, (John xvi, 6,) which they did not under- 
stand ; but his final departure from them into heaven, 
which they now understood, filled them " with great 

joy-'* 
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87. Now although the Apostles were regenerated 
men^ irom the time Christ called them from their 
fishing ; (for divine calling, and regeneration are in- 
separable) and were doubtless persuaded of their 
acceptance with God, and of eternal life and salvation ; 
and had a sweet confidence in their hearts ; yet they 
had more warmth than ligbt^ and not« settled under- 
standing, and well informed judgment in the Scrip- 
tures, which we have seen above; although they 
were persuaded that Jesus was the Christ. Matt, 
xvi. 16 ; they did not understand his mission ; his 
life in working out a righteousness ; nor his death as 
a sacrifice for sin ; nor his gospel kingdom of grace, 
which was not of this world, but was . to be fully 
established after his death and resurrection, for, as 
aforesaid, whenever he spake of it to them, on any 
occasion, they did not understand it. And how could 
they ,* for they had no idea of Christ's blood being 
shed; and without shedding of blood there is no 
remission, Heb ix. 22. 

88. It appears there were but few while Christ was 
on the earth, who were so favoured, as to understand 
the doctrine of remission of sin by his death ; with 
the exception of John the Baptist, his parents, Eliza- 
abeth and Zecharias ; and most of those who did, 
appear to be under the immediate impulse of the 
Holy Ghost. Luke i. 67. x. 25—27. As good old 
Simeon, and Anna the prophetess; and the best 
account we have of these good old saints ; the intelli- 
gence and understanding they had concerning Jesus, 
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may be seen in the first and second chapters of Luke's 
Grospel. At the same time it should be considered, 
that those aged persons lived at the period of Christ's 
birth ; which was near thirty years before either John 
or Christ began to preach, no doubt but they were all 
dead, before the period of Christ's ministry^ as they 
were all well stricken in years^ and Simeon was then 
ready to depart, and we read no more of any of those 
persons, in the three years wherein Christ made him- 
self public. The only one which seems to have sur- 
vived to the time of Christ's death ; was Mary the 
Mother of Jesus; John xix. 25. 

89. And at the time of Christ's ministry and death, 
the whole nation of the Jews^ seem to be lower sunk 
in depravity^ ignorance, hardness of heart, and blind- 
ness of mind^ (being judicially given up to it,) than in 
any previous generation. There appears to be but 
one individual in the whole nation, at this time, who 
understood remission of sins by the death of Christ ; 
and he, like Balaam of old, a wicked man, though 
high Priest ; and he did not speak of it willingly, 
but under the dictates of the Spirit, " not of himself," 
but was obliged to prophecy of it ; John xi. 47 — 53 ; 
yet was principal against him, with the false witnesses » 
to accuse him, and deliver him to Pilate to be cru- 
cified ,* and although the false witnesses could bring 
nothing iigainst him worthy of death, this wicked 
man declared he spoke ^' blasphemy, and was guilty 
of death." Matt. xxvi. 59—68. 
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90. John the Baptist preached repentance and 
baptism^ for the remission of sins. But the primary 
import of it was a temporal remission ; or an averting 
the threatened judgments of God ; or a deliverance 
from national calamity and ruin; on conditions of 
obedience; the same as Peter urged to repentance, 
that their sins might be blotted out; or remitted. 
Acts iii* 19. The sins of rejecting, and crucifying the 
Lord of glory, which they were guilty of, and for 
which they were threatened with miserable destruction. 
Read the context of the above passage, and it will be 
clearly seen. See also Exodus xxii. 32 ; and 1 Kings 
viii. 34—9. 

91. We have before said that it was principally a 
natural^ national, and legal repentance which Christ 
(previous to his death) sent his disciples out to preach. 
This will appear more evident still if we duly con- 
sider the following portions ; for when he sent out 
the twelve he said, *^ Whosoever shall not receive you, 
nor hear you, verily I say unto you, it shaU be 
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of judgment than for that city." Whole cities were 
called upon to repent. ** And they went out and 
preached that men should repent.^' Mark vi. 11, 12. 
And when Christ himself upbraided the different 
cities, wherein most of his mighty works were done, 
he said, ** If those works had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon they would have repented long ago in sackcloth 
and ashes." Matt. xi. 21. This proves that th^ 
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punishment in a future world will be according to 
the extent of privileges abused^ or privileges improved. 
^' All sins are not alike, nor will the punishment of 
them be the same: 'justice and judgment are the 
habitation of God's throne.' Psa. Ixxxix. 14. And 
all who are under grace go free (through their Surety 
— Jesus) from law, justice^ and judgment hereafter; 
being justified from all things ; and are presented 
holy^ and unblameable^ and unreproveable in God's 
sight.'* CJol. i. 22. (see also Eph. v. 27). But all 
under the law are subject to the claims of law and 
justice^ and the penalties due to transgression ; and 
wherein they fail they must render an account at the 
great day of judgment, and receive for the things done 
in the body, according to that he hath done ; for 
**God will bring every work into judgment^ with 
every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it 
be evil.'* Eccles. xii. 14. *^In that day when God 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, 
according to my gospel." Rom ii. 16. Hence there 
will be degrees of torment in hell : those whose sins 
are most aggravated by immorality, crime, and dis- 
obedience will have greater condemnation, and pun- 
ishment more intolerable. Some will not have such 
severe stings of conscience, nor have reason to make 
such bitter reflections as others. Let it be observed 
here, that God no where in his word exhorts man to 
spiritual and supernatural repentance ; and the reason 
is obvious, because spiritual repentance is a sovereign. 
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absolute gift. (Acts y* 81; xi. IS,) and as much out 
of man^s power as to create a world ; so that man 
cannot be accountable for it ; though many are bold to 
assert the contrary. 

92. Moreover, the repentance which was preached 
to this wicked generation evidently was natural, 
national, and legal, even of the same kind which Jonah 
preached to the Ninevites, or the following language 
could not have been made use of by the Saviour con- 
cerning them : for he declared that '' The men of 
Ninevah shall rise up in judgment with this gene- 
ration, and shall condemn it ; for they repented at the 
preaching of Jonah : and behold ! a greater than 
Jonah is here.^' Matt. xii. 41. This <'evil and adul- 
terous generation ^ was so blind and obstinate, that 
they would neither repent nor believe. And the 
belief or faith which they were called to, as well as 
the '^ repentance^'* was of a natural and legal kind, 
and a legal duty binding upon them, and for which 
they were accountable. 

98. Hence Christ said, ^*If ye believe not that I 
am He, ye shall die in your sins.'' John viii. 24. Sins of 
Phariseeism,and Sadduceeism, (and these were foul and 
black sins) and in their sins of unbelief, and rejection 
of him as the Messiah, and that in the calamitous ruin 
of their city and nation, which were coming upon them 
by the Roman armies, by which God had designed 
to destroy them. Hence he said, " Except ye repent 
ye shall all likewise perish." Luke xiii, 5. Even as 
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those perished under the " Tower of Silome^'^ so shall 
ye '* perish*' by the judgments of God, under the 
ruins of the city and temple of Jerusalem. 

94. Thus we may clearly see that the repentance 
which the apostles preached, previous to the death of 
Christ, was legal, and of the same nature as that 
spoken of concerning Benjamin in Judges xxi. 6 — 15. 
'' And the children of Israel repented them for Ben- 
jamin their brother.** 

And that spoken of by Solomon. 1 Kings viii. 
47—61. "Yet if they shall bethink themselves, and 
repent, then hear thou their prayer, and forgive thy 
people and thine inheritance." 

And that by Ezek. xiv. 6—20. " Thus saith the 
Lord God, repent, and turn yourselves from your 
idols, and turn away your faces from all your abom- 
inations ; they shall but deliver their own [persons or] 
souls by their righteousness." 

*' Repent and turn yourselves from all your trans- 
gressions , so iniquity shall not be your ruin.*' Ezek. 
xviii. 30. 

And that which John the baptist preached. Matt, 
iii. 2. '^ Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
band.** 

And that which Jesus preached. Matt. iv. 17. 
'* From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.** 

And that which Peter urged on the murderers of 
Christ. Acts iii. 19, •* Repent and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out** &c. 
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And that which Siii\pn Magus was exhorted to. 
Acts. viii. 22. '' Repent, therefore, of THIS thy 
wickedness, and pray God, if, perhaps, the thought 
of thine heart may be forgiven thee." 

And that which Grod commands in Acts xxvi. 30. 
'* And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commandeth all men every where to repent.*' 

And that which Paul shewed in Acts xxvi. 20. 
'' But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judea, 
and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, and 
turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.^ 

And such as Jezebel had space given her for. Bev. 
ii. 21, 22. "And I gave her space to r^j^^Tz^ of her 
fornication; and she repented not. Behold, I will 
cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery 
with her into great tribulation, except they repent of 
their deeds. '* 

And that spoken of in Rev. ix. 20, 21. " Yet re- 
pented not of the works of their hands, that they 
should not jvorship devils^ and idols of gold and 
silver, neither repented they of their murders." &c. 

And that which they refused to do who had shed 
the blood of the saints, in Rev. xvi. 9, 11. '^ And 
they repented not to give him glory, and repented 
not of their deeds.'* 

If the above portions, with their context, are closely 
and fairly examined, surely it must appear to an 
unbiassed and honest mind, that they cannot mean 
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spiritual repentance. God never exhorts man to do 
that which his grace alone can effect. 

95. When men rebel and transgress against God's 
law and commands^ which they are in possession of, 
Gt)d justly calls upon them to repent. Natural and 
legal repentance is a duty binding on men to perform : 
and God throughout his word^ ever (to the Jews) 
promised temporal forgiveness on condition of natural 
and legal repentance^ or averted the judgments (their 
sins called aloud for) through their hupabling them- 
selves before him. We see it annexed to some of the 
above portions, and especially we find it in the case 
of Ahab. 1 Kings xxi. 29. '^ Because he humbleth 
himself before me I will not bring the evil in his 
days/' But all this abstractedly is as different from 
godliness^ spirituaUty^ and eternal salvation, as truth 
from error^ light from darkness, death and life. 

96. In accordance with the above, then, Christ said, 
"These things I say unto you that ye might be saved.''* 
John V. 34 ; (not eternal salvation ; there is no might 
be in it) ; but from temporal ruin and destruction as a 
nation. "And ye will not come unto me that ye 
might have life.^^ Verse 40. Temporal and corporeal 
life, and safety from the death that was coming 
upon them, even the dreadful death, massacre, and 
awful ruin which came upon this wicked generation, 
(See Matt, xxiii. 36—38,) for their disbelief and con- 
tempt of Christ as the Messiah. Thus the safety and 
life here spoken of, which was temporal, they might 
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have had^ (according to the conditions of their legal 
covenant of works^ which they were still under^) had 
they repented of their errors^ abandoned their tra- 
ditions^ and reformed their manners, conformed to 
their Scriptures, and nominally and legally believed in 
Christ, and received him as the Messiah, taken his 
counsel and advice, and believed that he was the 
*' Meat which endureth unto everlasting life." 

97. But being still rebellious and determined to 
take their own wicked course, even against the clear- 
est evidence ; and thirsting for his innocent blood, and 
if possible, to have it, by employing even deceitful 
witnesses, they forfeited their lives to the judgments of 
God, in the destruction of their city, temple, and na- 
tion. And this confirms tlie truth of David's state- 
ment, that " Bloody and deceitful men shall not live 
out half their days.*' Psa. Iv. 23. And Solomon 
says, ^* The fear of the Lord prolongeth days, but the 
years of the wicked are shortened ;" Prov. x. 27, 
*' The wicked shall be cut off from the earth.*' Prov. 
xi. 22 ; " The wicked shall be driven away in his 
wickedness ; Prov. xiv. 32. So it was with this re- 
bellious generation — " Their heart was not right with 
God, neither were they steadfast in his covenant ; 
Psa. Ixxviii. 37 ; the legal covenant, made at Sinai, 
Exodus xxiv. 7; called in Heb. viii. 13, the old 
covenant, which was decaying, and ready to vanish 
away ; and which was entirely conditional ; *^ This do, 
and thou shalt live,*" Deut. xxx. 19 ; Luke x« 28 ; or 
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** Cursed be the man that obeyeth not the words of 
this covenant.^' Jer. xu 3. 

98. But as regards i^iritual and eternal salvation, 
and the new covenant of grace ; it is sovereign^ abso- 
lute, without frustration and free from conditions. 
There are no ifs, buts, may, or might he's, to be 
found in it ; neither is it possible to break it ; for it is 
made up of God*s immutable '* tmlU" and " shcUU,*^ 
'' oaths'' and ^ promises/' and positive declarations. 
It was signed by Christ's pierced hands, and sealed 
with his blood ; *^ It is an everlasting covenant cmlered 
in all things and sure." 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. " I have 
made a covenant for my chosen^ I have sworn unto 
David, my servant. My covenant shall stand fast 
with him." Psa. Ixxxix. 3, 28. 

" Tis like a living spring 

Of waters sweet and clear; 
There's not B,n if U> foul the stream, 
Or peradyenture here. 

" Free in its fountain head. 

The source from whence it came. 
In wills and shalls of sovereign grace, 
Eternally the same." 

And this covenant was ushered in with a note of 
admiration^ — *^ Behold ! the dayscome, saith the Lord^ 
that I will make a new covenant with the hou^e of 
Israel^ and with the house of Judah ; not according 
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to the covenant that I made with their fathers^ in the 
day that I took them by the hand to bring them out 
of the land of Egypt ; which my covenant they brake, 
although I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord. 
But this shall be the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel^ after those days^ saith the Lord, I 
will put my law in their inward parts« and write it in 
their hearts ; and I wiU be their God, and they shcdl 
be my people. They shall know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord ; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
sin no more.'' Jer xxxi. 31 — 34. See also Hebrews 
viii. 8, 13. ^' And I will give them one heart ; and I 
will put a new spirit within you ; and I wiU take the 
stony heart out of their fleshy and I vriU give them an 
heart of flesh. And they shaU be my people, and I 
will be their God." Ezekiel xi. 19, 20. " Israel 
shall be saved in the Lord with an everlasting salva- 
tion ; they shall not be ashamed^ nor confounded, 
world without end." Isa. xlv. 17. '' And they shall 
be mine, saith the Lord of Hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels." Mai. iii. 17. Here is eleven 
declarative wills, and six positive shalls ; with which 
this new covenant abounds. '* Surely there is no 
enchantment against (spiritual) Jacob, neither is there 
any divination against (saved) Israel, God hath blessed, 
and none can reverse it." Once in this covenant^ in 
it for ever. 
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^ No slimer once within it bound, 
Shall ever sink to hell ; 
Here's pardon, love, and grace profound 
In all things order'd well. 



u 



When rolling worlds depart on fire, 
And thousands sink to hell. 

This oov'nant shall the saints admire, 
In all things order'd well. 



99. Wicked Balaam was obliged to declare^ " God 
is not a man, that He should lie ; neither the son of 
man, that he should repent. Hath he said, and shall he 
not do it ? or, hath he spoken, and shall he not make 
it good ?*^ Num. xxiii. 19. And God himself, to 
confirm his truth, says, " Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my words shall not pass away.'^ Mark xiii, 
81. " My covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips." ^* Once have I 
sworn by my holiness^ that I will not lie unto David.'' 
Psa. Ixxix. 34, 35. " If his children forsake my 
law, and walk not in my judgments ; if they break my 
statutes, and keep not my commandments^ then will 
I visit their transgressions with a rod^ and their ini- 
quities with stripes. Nevertheless, my loving kindness 
will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faith- 
fulness to fail.'' Verses 30 — 38. ** I give unto them 
eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater than all ; and no man is able 
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to pluck them out of my Father's hand.*' John x. 
28,29. 

100. Thus we see the difierence betwixt the Mosaic, 
or Sinaitic, legal, or national covenant ; (which the 
Jews were still under when our text was addressed to 
them,) and the covenant of grace, which Christ came 
to institute and establish, manifestatively ; and ratified 
by the shedding of his blood. The old covenant was 
temporal and conditional^ and had regard to temporal 
things ; but the new covenant was of grace^ and un- 
conditional, and had regard to spiritual things. Hence, 
as Mr. Buck justly observes, ^^ Between these two 
dispensations, there are several striking and import- 
ant points of contrast. The former was national ; the 
latter does not regard any nation more than another. 
The former was typical; the latter is anti-typical. 
The former was temporary ; the latter is eternal. The 
former could only secure the enjoyment of Canaan ; 
the latter secures the heavenly inheritance. The 
former could not bestow justification or eternal life ; 
this, the latter was specially instituted to do. The 
former did not preserve from apostacy^ or render 
obedience certain ,* the latter does." See Heb. viii. 6, 
13. And as Kent justly sings — 



" This covenant stood ere time began, 
That God with men might dwell : 
Eternal wisdom drew the plan. 
In all things order'd will, 
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" Twas made with Jesus, for his bride. 
Before the sinner fell ; 
'Twas sign'd, and seal'd, and ratified 
In all things order'd well." 



Hence^ we should ever beware, that we do not con- 
found the old covenant, which was given at Sinai, 
with the new covenant, which Christ was appointed 
to establish by his bloody on Calvary ; the law of Moses 
with the law of Christ; the peculiar constitution of 
the earthly kingdom of David, with the order of 
Christ's spiritual kingdom ; and the temporal blessings 
conferred on the nation of Israel^ with the heavenly 
and everlasting blessings of the gospel, which belong 
to the children of God by faith. 

101. It is true there were a countless number, under 
the Mosaic, or old dispensation, who were subjects 
interested in this new covenant, and experienced its 
divine stipulations of grace; for ever since time 
began there has been *' A remnant, according to the 
election of grace ;" even . many of the antediluvians, 
patriarchs, and prophets, &c. Many saw through 
their shadowy sacrifices the Great Sacrifice — Christ, 
'' As a Lamb slain before the foundation of the 
world." ^' Abraham rejoiced to see my day, and he 
saw it, and was glad." John viii. 56. 

102. So that, keeping this new covenant in view, 
we cannot suppose that the tife^ which Christ told the 
Jews they might have had, was spiritual, or eternal 
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life (as many think) ; for if we believe all tbat Christ 
said and taught^ (and every word which he i^ake 
was pure and true,) there was no eternal life provided 
for them as a nation ; they were not given to him by 
his Father; John xvii. 6; ashe told many of them; 
they were not his sheep. Chap. x. 26. But he 
declared, ^' All that the Father giveth me shall come 
to me** John vi. S7. Nor did he ever tell them to 
strive, to labour, or work for eternal life ; it being a 
sovereign gift, " Without money^ or without price.** 
But he told the Jews to labour for a natural and 
legal belief '* in that meat which endureth unto.ever- 
lasting life ;" for they were complete infidels in this 
respect. 

103. And if grace, and the gift of eternal life^ was 
offered to any man in his natural or unregenerate 
state, he has no capacity to receive it till taught of 
God, regenerated, bom again, and ^made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus.** 2 Cor. v. 17. To ofler 
eternal life to a dead man, (Eph. ii. 1.) who has 
no hand (of faith) to receive it ; no eyes (opened) to 
see it ; no ears to hear of it ; no heart (circumcised) 
to perceive it ; but the whole man hostile to it ; would 
it not be folly in the extreme ? And the Spirit of 
God has declared that man, in his uataral state, is 
" dead," and '' deaf,*' and '' dumb,*' and *' blind ** to 
spiritual things. This may be clearly seen in 1 
Cor. ii* Spiritual things in this chapter is called 
wisdom, *^ which none of the princes of this world 
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knew.*' Verse 8. *' But as it is written^ eye bath not 
seen^ (that is the natural unenlightened eye) nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, 
the THINGS which Grod hath prepared for them that 
love him." Verse 9. (The " things " spoken of here 
as being ** prepared/' are new covenant gifts or 
blessings.) *' But God hath revealed them unto us by 
his Spirit'' Verse 10. '^But the natural man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit of God^ for they 
are foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned." ^' But he that 
b spiritual discerneth all things, yet he himself is 
discerned of no man." Verses 14, 15. 

104. And were God to offer eternal life to the 
whole human race, (as many presumptuously affirm 
he does, although there is no such thing to be found 
in all the Book of God,) where is the individual 
to be found that could move a step in the right way to 
receive it while in the state above described ? " Many 
will seek to enter in, (to life, by their own doings, 
and think they have found it ; but it is deception and 
delusion ; the declaration is, in their natural state,) 
they shall not be able." Luke xiii. 24, 27. '' It 
is not by (fleshly and natural) might, nor by power, 
but (by supernatural) by my Spirit, saith the Lord." 
Zech. iv. 6. Yes, Christ is a stumbling-stone to the 
flesh. Rom. ix. 33. It loves the broad road. Matt. 
vii. 13. Christ, the Strait Gate, is too narrow for 
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inflated proud flesh to enter; for ''In the flesh 
dwelleth no good thing.*' Rom yii. 18. '' So then 
they, that are in the flesh, cannot please Grod." Bom. 
yiii. 8. That hynm of gracious Beddome's is expressive 
on the point : — 

" Strait the gate — the way is Darrow, 
To the reahns of endless bliss : 
Sinful man, and yain professors. 
Self-deceived, the passage miss ; 

Rushing headlong, 
Down they sink to dread abyss." 

105. Who was more presumptuous and self-de- 
ceived than Saul of Tarsus, with all his learning and 
education, and with all his advantages, being a Jew, 
and belonging to that favoured nation. If any man, in 
his natural or unregenerate state, could have entered 
in at the *' Strait Gate'^ spiritually, and obtained eter- 
nal life, by his own *^ labour^' or exertions, (or as 
some would say co-working with God), surely it must 
have been Saul of Tarsus, who was the most moral, 
pious, upright, and most zealous man for God, of any 
that we read of; and, according to his own unerring 
testimony, under the dictates of the Spirit. See Acts 
xxii. 8 } xxvi. 9 ; and Phil. iii. 4. Yes, he was so 
zealous for God, (but it was only fleshly zeal, and not 
according to spiritual knowledge; and being under 
the law, he was under the curse,) that he thought he 
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had obtained eternal life^ and that heaven was his 
portion ; though at the same time, was going head- 
long down the broad road to destruction : for he 
declares, that in all this selfish, fleshly religion, he 
was " a blasphemer^ injurious'* (to God and man) and 
a ** persecutor.** 1 Tim. i. 13. O the delusion of 
that which ** is bom after the flesh !** How " earthly, 
sensual and devilish'* it remains, in the midst of 
all its zeal and self righteous parade of that which 
it calls religion, though^ at the same time, but false 
profession. 

106. But, — when born of the Spirit, — regenerated , 
raised from the death of sin, — turned from darkness 
to light, and from the power of sin and satan unto 
God — and stripped of human free-will and self-righ- 
teousness — behold the change ! He left all his fleshly 
rubbish of religion behind him, and counted it but dung 
and dross — entered in at the strait gate — or believed 
spiritually, received eternal life, ** preached the faith 
which he once destroyed ;" Gal. i. 23. Acts ix. 21 ; 
walked in the narrow path, and became (in the eyes 
of the world) the most narrow-minded man that ever 
lived, with the exception of his Lord and Master; 
and opposed every thing of a fleshly and erroneous 
kind, wherever he saw it ; even his elder brother, 
Peter, " he withstood him to the face ;" Gal. ii. 1 1 ; 
and ever declared, that, " By the grace of God I am 
what I am ;" ** not of works," but ** according to his 
working, which worketh in me mightily." Col- 
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i. 29. Hence^ Mr. Hart^ in accordance with Paul, 
sung, 

"III DOt for good deeds, good tempera nor frames, 
From grace it proceeds, and all's firom the Lamb." 

107. Many rail against the doctrines of gprace; as 
the above wicked generation did. See Luke iv. 25, 28. 
Such as Predestination, Election, &c., &c. And say^ 
it is unjust of Grod/if he does not give every man 
a chance of salvation ; this is a part of satan's craft, 
to blind and delude ; and in this the poor creature, 
man, shows his ignorance, and is lost in a maze of 
carnal reasoning ; not comprehending, or bowing to 
revelation, or the statute book, of his Maker, God : 
and not perceiving that the whole race of mankind 
lies dead, lost, ruined and impotent, (as regards 
spiritual things,) by the fall of his first parent^ Adam. 
And although multitudes deny this scriptural doctrine, 
yet, " Let God be true, but every man a liar ;'* Kom. 
iii. 4. Many a sound bard has strung this lyre — 
(not to rejoice in the lamentable fact) but, to set forth 
its humbling, pride-subduing, and undenying truth ! — 
And while setting forth this humiliating subject, allow 
me to make free with their truthful strains. For, 

** In Adam's loins by sin we fell, 
And walk destruction's road. 
Without a will or power to turn 
To happiness and God." 
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To all that's good — averse and blind. 

But prone to all that's ill ; 
What dreadful darkness veils the mind — 

How obstinate our will !" 



Such is the deplorable state of mankind^ whether 
it is believed or not ; for ^* Behold ! (says one who 
was under the teaching of the spirit of God,) I was 
shapen in iniquity ; and in sin did my mother con- 
ceive me.^ Psalm ii. 5. And Paul says, that both 
Jews and Gentiles (by nature) are all under (the 
power of) sin." " There is none righteous ; no, not 
one : there is none that understandeth, there is none 
that seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the 
way^ they are together become unprofitable ; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is 
an open sepulchre ; with their tongues they have used 
deceit ; the poison of asps is under their lips : whose 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness : their feet is 
swift to shed blood : destruction and misery are in 
their ways ; and the way of peace have they not 
known : there is no fear of God before their eyes." 
Rom. iii. 9 — 18. Here is an awful description of man 
while in a state of nature. 

<< And satan binds our captive minds, 
Fast in his slavish chains." 

108. Hence, while in this natural state, man is never 
really sensible of his awful condition ; nor can all the 
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moral persuasion^ and natural endowments^ bring him 
to a sight and sense of it; whereby he owns his deserts, 
as Watts describes^ in the fifty-first Psalm. — 

'* Should sudden yengeance seize my breath, 
I must proDounce thee just in death ; 
And if my soul were sent to hell, 
Thy righteous law approves it well." 

This he has merited, and here he lies in this ruined 
impotent plight ; and it is only divine power and 
grace^ that can give him a sights and feeling sense of 
it: For 

** We Uck the dust^ we grasp the wind, 
And solid good despise ; 
Such is the folly of the mind. 
Till Jesus makes us wise." 

Therefore, was it not for God's sovereign love, grace, 
mercy and power, in snatching his elect as brands 
from the burning ; the whole human race must have 
sunk to the bottomless pit ; for all the elect of God 
are lost, like the rest of mankind ; *^ and, by nature, 
children of wrath even as others.*' Eph. ii. 3. *^ Dead 
in sin," and led captive by the devil at his will ; 
and they would all perish with the rest, were it not 
that Christ comes, and by his Almighty power, picks 
up his sheep that were given him, and lays them on 
his shoulder, (a fit place for a burden,) and brings them 
home to his fold, which causes those that are folded to 
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bleat for joy ; and the angels in heaven to rejoice : I 
say^ were it not for his sovereign power and grace^ the 
whole world would be for ever lost, and wander into 
perdition, and not one saved. Therefore, if man was 
entirely left to himself, and the Holy Ghost did not 
interpose, where is his chance of salvation ? 
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No ; had he not snatoh'd from the state we were Id, 

No bosoms his love had ere felt ; 
But all would have liv'd, would have died too in sin, 

And sunk with the load of their guilt." 



109. YeS} ask any of God's regenerated flock how 
they were brought out of their uuregeneracy, and from 
the rest of mankind, or the world that lies in wicked- 
ness; and they will immediately ascribe it all to 
supernatural power, and sovereign grace ; and exclaim 
in the sentiment of one experienced in these things; 

« Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wand'ring from the fold of God." 

And when dead in trespasses and in sins, he quickened 
me, raised me from the dead, caused me to hear his 
voice, and gave me eternal life ; and thus 

*< He rais'd me from the deeps of sin, 
The gates of gaping hell, 
And fix'd my standing more secure 
Than 'twas before I fell." 
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Thus we see how spiritual and eternal life is obtained ; 
even by the sovereign grace of God ; and not by 
** labour,'' striving or working to obtain it by deeds, 
and doings^ (Rom. iii. SO, 28,) which are as '^ filthy 
rags'' in God's sight. Isaiah. 

" Not the labour of my hands, 
Can fiUfil thy law's demands; 
Gould my seal no respite know, 
Could my tears for ever flow, 
AH for sin could not atone ; 
Thou must save, and thou alone." 

110. But the safety and life which the Jews might 
have had, and would not come unto Christ for, was of 
the same nature as that promised to their forefathers ; 
and was natural, corporeal, or temporal life ; a safety 
from temporal ruin and destruction, and which was 
conditional and according to the covenant of works, 
which they were under, and ever had been, since they 
were a nation. And this covenant is called the 
statutes of life. Lev. xviii. 5; Ezek. xxxiii. 15; 
Deut. xxxiL 47. And, to be rebellious and transgress 
this covenant, the statutes of life, was certain corpo- 
real death, in a variety of ways, according to God's 
declarations to them. Deut. iv. 26, 27 ; Lev. xxvi. 
21 — 25; Ezek. xxxiii. 27, 28. By famine, by pestilence, 
by captivity, by sword, &c., all which is termed a death ; 
not eternal, (though that might follow,; but corporeal 
death is intended. Hence, '' As I live, saith the Lord, 
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked : but that 
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the wicked turn from his way and live : turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye die, O house 
of Israel?'' Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Read the whole of 
this solemn chapter ; but, let it be observed, that it 
was addressed to those who were under a conditional 
covenant, and not directly to those who were underthe 
new. unconditional covenant of grace. 

111. Hence, God gave them his covenant, his sta- 
tutes, his judgments, and his commandments. '^ Now, 
therefore,, (said he) if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 
treasure unto me above all people." Exod. xix. 5, 6 ; 
Deut«iv. 1 — 24. Hence, he set before them, ^^ life 
and death." *^ I call heaven and earth to record this 
day against you, that I have set before you life and 
death, blessing and cursing ; therefore, choose life, 
that both thou and thy seed may live." Deut. xxx. 
19. This life and death we here see was on condi- 
tion of their obedience, that they and their posterity 
might live comfortably tuid happy, quietly, safely, and 
constantly ; even to the latest ages in the land of 
Canaan, which God gave to them. Hence, ^^ If ye 
be vdlling and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the 
land ; but if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured 
by the sword : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.*' Isa. i. 19, 20. And, they being a rebellious, stiff- 
necked, and perverse people, they were ever and anon 
breaking his covenant in innumerble instances; and 
bringing upon themselves death, by pulling down the 
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judgments of God upon them throughout their gene- 
rations. Read attentively Deut. xxxii ; Psa. Ixxviii ; 
and Ezek. xx. 10, 24. 

112. Now, let us have recourse to some portions of 
Scripture which refer to the Jewish nation, in the days 
of Messiah, and their conduct towards him, and the 
consequences thereon. But, let it be observed, they 
do not refer to spiritual things, but legal, moral, 
and mental duties, binding on the Jews, according to 
Moses and the prophets : some of which, doubtless, 
Christ had in view, when he said, '^ but for that meat 
which endureth to everlasting life ;" and which will 
help to confirm much that we have said. God said, 
(by the mouth of Moses,) ^' 1 will raise them up a 
Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, 
(this Prophet was Christ,) and I will put my words in 
his mouth ; and he shall speak unto them all that I 
command him. And it shall come to pass, that who- 
soever will not hearken unto my words, which he shall 
speak in my name, I will require it of him.'' Deut. 
xviii. 18, 19. And they not only rejected God's 
statutes, but they rejected their Messiah, Christ him- 
self, (that Prophet spoken of above ;) and would not 
believe in him, nor come to him, to hear his words as 
the sent of God. See the fulfilment of the above 
passage in the rejection of him, in Acts iii. S2 — 24. 
Peter here says, in quoting the above : " And it shall 
come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that 
Prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people ; 
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(meaning, in the destruction of Jerusalem.) Yea^ and 
all the prophets, from Samuel and those that follow 
after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold 
of those days« 

118. Again, the Holy Ghost, by David in Psa. ii. 
speaking of ths wicked generation's rage, vain ima- 
ginations, counselh'ng, and setting themselves against 
him, with the Gentiles combined, Herod, and Pon- 
tius Pilate, says, ''He that sitteth in the heavens 
shall laugh : the Lord shall have them in derision. 
Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex 
them in his sore displeasure." For the fulfilment of 
this prophecy, see Acts iv. 25 — 27, where the Holy 
Ghost, by Peter, has fully opened up and explained, 
when speaking of the rage of the Jews with the Gen- 
tiles, in rejecting and condemning Christ. We cannot 
misunderstand those prophecies in the Old Testament 
where we find them explained in the New, and lite- 
rally fulfilled and declared to be so by the Holy 
Ghost. 

114. Again, the Spirit by Solomon, speaking of 
the same subject, says, '' Because I have called, and 
ye refused ; I have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded ; but ye have set at naught all my counsel fOJid 
would none of my reproof. I also will laugh at your ca- 
lamity, and mock when yonr fear cometh ; when your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction cometh 
as a whirlwind ; when distress and anguish cometh 
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upon you. Then shall they call upon me^ but I will 
not answer ; they shall seek me early, but they shall 
not find me ; for that they hated knowledge, and did 
not choose the fear of the Lord ; they would none of 
my counsely they despised all my reproof" Prov. i. 
24 to the end. This prophecy was partly fulfilled by 
the conduct of the Scribes and Pharisees, and fully 
accomplished in their national destruction. See Matt 
xxiii. 34 — 36 ; xxiv. 21. 

115. Isaiah likewise, not only pourtrayed their de- 
praved character and conduct towards Christ ; but 
prophecied their total ruin and dispersion on account 
of it — *' Your country (said he) is desolate, your cities 
are burned with fire : your land, strangers devour it 
in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by 
strangers. And the daughter of Zion is left as a cot- 
tage in the vineyard, as a lodge in a garden of cucum- 
bers, as a besieged city," chapter i. 7, 8. " Therefore, 
will I number you to the sword, and ye shall bow 
down to the slaughter : because when I called, ye did 
not answer ; when I spake ye did not hear : but did 
evil before mine eyes, and did choose that wherein 
I delighted not. Behold, .... ye shall leave your 
name for a curse unto my chosen : for the Lord God 
shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name,^ 
chapter Ixv. 12 — 15 ; Ixvi. 4. And the disciples had 
a new name given them, and have retained it ever 
since, they were called Christians first at Antioch, 
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Acts xi. 26. This new name was given about thirty 
years before the accomplishment of the above prophecy 
in the destruction of Jerusalem. 

1 16. In Moses^ the Psalms, and the prophets, we 
have a number of prophecies concerning that wicked 
generation's disbelief and rejection of Christy their 
promised Messiah, when he should come : and the 
calamitous destruction, ruin, and dispersion which 
should come upon them for it. All which seem to 
becloud our text and much of the four gospels, if mis- 
understood, by making them to mean spiritual things; 
but if rightly comprehended, they are as a key to open 
to our view and remove the barriers. (For Messiah, 
Christ, the Strait Gate, the Way, the Truth, the Life, 
the Bread of Life, the Word, the Meat which endureth 
to everlasting life, all mean one and the same Person, 
Jesus, only under different names : and who so worthy 
of a multitude of names as Jesus Christ, who is all and 
everything to his people, while he is a root out of 
a dry ground to infidelity, as he was to the Jews who 
rejected him, and were destroyed for it.) Hence again, 
Moses spoke of their ruin more than 1400, and Daniel 
more than 500 years before it came to pass : saying, 
*^ I will heap mischiefs upon them, (that is one ca- 
lamity afler another,) I will spend mine arrows upon 
them ;'^ (God had bent his bow like an enemy against 
them. Lam. ii. 4 ; and having his quiver full of arrows, 
which arrows are his four sore judgments, expressed in 
the following verses;) "They shall be burned with 
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hunger, and devoured with burning heat, and with 
bitter destruction : I will also send the teeth of 
beasts among them, with the poison of serpents of 
the dust. The sword without (the city^) and terror 
within^ shall destroy both the young man and ihti 
virgin, the suckling also, with the man of grey hain. 
I said I would scatter them into comers, I woidd 
make the remembrance of them to cease from among 
men,'' Deut. xxxii. *24 — 26. This prophecy was ful- 
filled in the judgments which came upon Jemaalem, 
when destroyed by the Romans, and when 1,000^000 
perished, by sword, by famine, by pestilence,^ and 
by cruel sedition among themselves, &c, &c. And, 
in accordance with the above, and which coi^xms 
it, Christ said — ^^ And when ye shall see Jerusalem 
compassed with armies, then know that the deso- 
lation thereof is nigh. Then let them which are 
in Judea flee to the mountains ; and let them whidi 
are in the midst of it depart out; and let not 
them that are in the countries enter thereinto. For 
these be the day of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. But woe unto 
them that are with child, and to them that give 
suck, in those days ! for there shall be great distress 
in the land, and wrath upon this people. And they 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led 
away captive into all nations : and Jerusalem shall be 
trodden down of the Gentiles, until the time of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled." Luke xxi. SO— 24. 
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117. Yes, Christ's omniscient eye could oversee 
those prophesied judgments that hung over that 
wicked generation, for their obstinate rejection, and 
unbdief of him as their Messiah. Gh)d was long 
suffering with this generation. And the long- 
suffering and goodness of God should lead men to 
(legal) repentance. Rom. ii. 4. Christ came and 
poreached repentance to them for the space of three 
years, with the rest of his servants whom he sent ; 
and Sot forty years after his death and resurrection, 
that they might have greater proofs of the truth of 
him, his mission, his preaching, and his spiritual king- 
dom, by miraculous gifts given to his apostles and 
disciples, and greater miracles wrought bv them. But 
they repented not : so that Grod was justified in his 
sayings concerning them, and must overcome when 
he judged, Rom. iii. 4 ; and because of their unbelief 
they were broken off (Bom. xi. 20) from the gospel 
church state, rejected of God as a nation, and died in 
their national sins, and the sin of not believing in 
their Messiah, &c., &c. And Peter exhorted many 
to '^ Save themselves from this untoward generation." 
Acts. ii. 40. Hence the parable of the barren fig 
tree is a direct allusion to the Jewish nation, even to 
this said generation, according to the prophecy of 
Isaiah, chap. t« 1—7, compared with Luke xiii. 6—9. 
118. Their forefathers — the generation who came 
out of .Egypt^-were excluded the land of Canaan 
through their rebeUion and unbelief, and were 
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destroyed in the wilderness^ save the small remnant 
of Caleb and Joshua ; and in subsequent periods, 
for their stiff-neckedness, hardness of heart, forsaking 
the Lord, despising his word, misusing his prophets, 
and polluting his house. Thus they rebelled, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose against his people, till there 
was no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them 
the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young men 
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary^ and 
had no compassion upon young man or maiden, old 
man, or him that stooped for age. We have this 
melancholy account of them in 2 Chron. xxxvi. 12 to 
the end. Time would foil us to relate their sins, and 
the visitations of Qod for them throughout their 
generations. So this aforesaid generation, for their 
disbelief and contempt of Christ their Messiah, shut 
themselves out of the gospel dispensation, or the 
kingdom of heaven, and all their posterity, till it 
please God to graft them in again, and brought upon 
themselves sudden destruction ; which took place 
about forty years after Christ's death. 

119. And Paul likewise, was well acquainted, by the 
prophecies, and by inspiration, with the destruction 
of this generation, when he said, ^' My heart's desire 
and prayer to Qod, for Israel^ is, that they might be 
SAVED." Rom. X. 1. Paul's *' might be saved '' here, 
and Christ's *^ might he saved,** and ^^ might htxoe 
life** (John v. 34, 40,) are the same things intended ; 
which does not mean eternal life and soul salvation, 
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as is evident from the contexts; but temporal safety 
from the judgments of God^ as that which belonged 
to their old covenant ; for he is speaking of them as 
a nation, and of their stumbling at Christ, and their 
illegal disbelief of him ; (see Rom. ix. 32, 33 !) 
though numbers make this Paul's might he^ a pattern 
for general prayer for spiritual things to all^ without 
distinction, while they do not like to be so inconsist- 
ent, as to be general in their preaching invitations to 
all men. But Christ has decided for us, and given a 
pattern for prayer in other places, especially in John 
xvii. 9. But Paul has in view especially, the temporal 
and national destruction of the Jews, which was 
coming upon them, and came to pass about ten years 
after Paul wrote this epistle to the Romans. In chap, 
viii. Paul had been setting forth the discriminating 
doctrines of grace in the most sublime and profound 
manner: he had set forth predestination, effectucU 
callings and Jlnal perseverance, in the clearest terms ; 
and declared there was no condemnation, nor any 
separating God's elect from their final safety in Christ 
Jesus. And Paul did not preach absolute grace in 
the morning, and might^be grace on conditions, in the 
afternoon or evening ; no ! But in chapter ix. gives 
vent to his natural feelings, and laments over his 
brethren according to the flesh. (Mark ! not his 
brethren according to the Spirit !) And throughout 
the 9th, 10th, and 1 1th chapters precisely the same as 
Chri£(t speaking in the chapter where our text is found ; 
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shewing that their unbelief, rejection of Christy des- 
pising his righteousness, (which was ** the end of the 
law/') stumbling and offence at the stone laid in 
Zion, and their gainsaying, &c., should not prevent 
the elect remnant from believing and obtaining mercy ; 
** for (says he) the election hath obtained it, and the rest 
were blinded; (or *' hardened,'' as the margin reads.) 
Hence Paul's '^heart's desire, and prayer to Grod;" 
and what we have yet to notice, namely, ^ his great 
heaviness and continual sorrow ofheart/' And Christ's 
^^weeping over Jerusalem and the Jews, as a nation ; 
and oft would have gathered them ;" are synonimous 
portions, referring to the same things, even temporal, 
and not spiritual, and were conditional — and where 
there are conditions, there are might be*s — but where 
all are positive and absolute, there are no con- 
ditions nor might be*s. We have a similar passage in 
2 Thess. ii. 10, " Because they received not the love 
of the truth, that they might be savedJ*^ Here is, doubt- 
less, mystical Babylon spoken of; and the awfiil ruin 
which is to befall her for rejecting God's truth. And 
is it not evident God has given them up to '^ Strong 
delusions to believe a lie, that they all may be damned 
who believe not the truth ;" Verse 12 ; or condemned, 
as a body of people, to temporal calamity and 
destruction ; and were it not for their obstinacy and 
blindness, they might be saved from it. So that we 
say, it was on account of their obstinacy, unbelief, and 
rejection of their Messiah, and his gospel ; and they, 
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as a nation, being cut off from all its privileges ; and 
the dreadful destruction and dispersion coming upon 
them, (though unknown to him when it should take 
place. Matt. xxiy. 36;) which caused the great 
heaviness, and continued sorrow of heart which Paul 
felt : and he had such affection for his Jewish brethren 
after the flesh, who had been such a privileged people, 
l)eing Grod^s adopted as a nation, and he one of them ; 
and he gave the highest instance of his love towards 
them, when he said, ** I could wish that myself were 
accursed from Christ, for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh :^' or in other words, I could 
be content to die the most accursed death, and be 
treated in the most ignominious manner, if so be they 
might be saved, and not be cut off from being a nation, 
and become dispersed and outcasts. Rom. ix. 1 — 5. 
But he was aware, that their ruin was hastening upon 
them, except they repented : for they had rejected 
Christ their Messiah, and his gospel, and put it from 
them, and Paul had turned to the Gentiles on that 
account, (fifteen years before he wrote the above :) 
and said to them, " beware lest that come upon you, 
which is spoken of in the prophets, " Behold, ye des- 
pisers and wonder and perish.'* See Acts xiii. 40 — -16. 
Perish by the Romans, and be lost eternally. 

120. And Paul viewed their awful destruction 
again, when he quoted the language of the prophet 
Isaiah, and said, ** Though the number of the children 
of Israel be as the sand of the sea ; (and they were 
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T6fy mmicroiis at this toBc in qujulityj and in qoality 
buren and nnfrintAil, a seed of etil doen;) a 
lenmant shall be safed,"* (and it waa but a small 
somber com par ed with the lect,) '^ For he will finidi 
his work," (or aoooont with diem; his wUtrnge worit 
8TRAKGB IK ITS wnTEMT ; lus wotk of |mpitiv e 
justice,) ^ and cot it short in lighteonsneaa, because 
a short work will the Lnd make upon the earth.'* 
Yes, it was in ri^teoosnem that Ais wotk was dime, 
and according to their deserts tar thdr obstinacy and 
rebellion ; and it came upon them and was ezecnted 
suddenly, in a short time ; and had not God made a 
short work of it, but allowed the Romans to continue 
to destroy, they must all have peridiedy and been 
as Sodom and Gomorrah. Rom. iz* 27, 29. 

121. And Paul knew that near thirty years before 
he wrote this epistle to the Romans, Christ, as a 
mail, bad wept over Jerusalem, on account of their 
obstinacy and the awful judgments, and dreadiiil 
calamities which were pronounced against them, and 
coming upon them ; it is said, *' and when he came 
near, he beheld the city and wept over it, saying, 
If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy 
day, the things which belong unto thy peace ;" not 
spiritual peace, nor eternal peace hereafter, (which 
arc God's gifts), but their temporal peace and wel- 
fare; *'but now they are hid from thine eyes." 
They were given up to judicial blindness and hardness 
of heart. ^' For the days shall come upon thee, that 
thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and 



125 

oompaes thee round, and keep thee on every side ;" 
which was verified by the Roman armies closely 
besieging them, and when Titus built a wall about 
the city of thirty-nine furlongs long, and thirteen 
forts in it, which reached ten furlongs, and all was done 
in three days' time, by which means they were pent 
up, starved and famished, and reduced to inexpres- 
sible distress. '^ And shall lay thee even with the 
ground, and thy children within thee : and they shall 
not leave in thee one stone upon another; because, 
thou knowest not the time of thy visitation/' Luke 
xix. 41, 44. God in Christ had visited them in his 
personal presence, preaching among them, working 
miracles ; and yet they Jinew him not, but despised 
and rejected him : and after they had put him to 
death, and he was risen again, he commanded his 
disciples, to begin their ministry of preaching the 
gospel at Jerusalem, which they did, till the Jews 
put it from them. Acts xiii. 46. The time of the 
ministry of John the Baptist, of Christ, and his 
apostles in Judea, was the time, of Jerusalem's visi- 
tation, which they did not take notice of, or observe ; 
which brought another kind, of visitation , upon them, 
even the wrath and vengeance i of God. ^STberefoce, 
also said the wisdomtof <G<6d, liwiUistod tb^il pcophets 
and apostles, .and. some ofibem > they- fihall slay and 
persecute: that! the* l)k>od of all the profdiets^ wJbidi 
was shed from 'the ibundatidn^of ^the iworldy may be 
gfeqitiMd g&A)m igenemtion^t ftMMliaiiUood ef/Abql, 
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unto the blood of Zechariaa^ which perished between 
the altar and the temple : Verily I say unto you, it 
shall be required of this generation.'' Luke xi. 49 — 51. 

122. Hence^ ag&in, Christ's lamentation over Jeru- 
salem, — '^ Oh, Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest 
the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto 
thee : how often would I have gathered thy children 
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, and ye would not. Behold, your house is 
left unto you desolate,'' Matt. zxiiL 37, 38. Their 
city, their dwellings, their temple, and the whole 
house of Israel, desolation awaited them, sentence 
was passed upon them, and was executed forty years 
after this was spoken. Let it be observed, it is not a 
spiritual gathering which is intended above, but a 
temporal, national, and ministerial ; to be taught by 
him, and believe in him as their Messiah, and be 
under his fostering care, and be preserved from 
impending judgments. 

123. ^^ And Jesus went out and departed from the 
temple ; and his disciples came to him for to show 
him the buildings of the temple. And Jesus said 
unto them. See ye not all these things ; verily I say 
unto you, there shall not be left one stone upon 
another that shall not be thrown down. And as he 
sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 
him privately, saying, tell us when shall these things 
be." Here they wanted to know that which no man 
yet was ever instructed in ; for '* The day and the 
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hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels in heaven, 
but my Father only." And on a similar question to 
the above, and on a similar occasion, ** He said unto 
them, it is not for you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power." 
Acts 1. 7 But he told them several signs which 
should transpire in the forty years' interval betwixt 
his death and their national destruction — false Christs 
should arise, and there should be wars, nations lising 
against nations, kingdoms against kingdoms, famines, 
pestilences, and earthquakes; these are but the 
beginning of sorrows : and they should be delivered 
up, afflicted, and some of them killed and hated of all 
nations for his name's sake ; and on account of these 
things many would apostatise from the faith, and 
betray, and hate one another ; false prophets should 
arise and deceive many ; iniquity should abound, and 
the love of many should wax cold, and this gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached in all the world, 
(according to the commission given to them after his 
resurrection) ; " For a witness unto all nations, and 
then shall the end come :'* — the end of the Jevnsh 
political state — the end of their city and temple ; so 
that the universal preaching of the gospel all over the 
world was the last sign previous to their destruction. 
" Verily I say unto you, this generation shall not pass 
till all these things be fulfilled. Then shall be great 
tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the 
world to this time, no, nor ever shall be ; and except 
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those days should be shortened, there should be no 
flesh saved." Matt xziy. I, 34. 

124. All those judgments came upon the Jews for 
their infidelity, impenitence, and for their rejection 
and murdering of the Son of God. None, either be- 
fore or since, committed the sin whichtheydid, nor ever 
will, so there never did, or will the like calamity befell 
r a nation as befell them in the destruction of Jerusalem ; 
and if God had not shortened their calamities by 
staying their enemies, and his judgments, and 
preserved a seed, they had been as Sodom and 
Gomorrah ; not one would have escaped, and th^r 
name would have perished'; but for the elect's sake, 
those days of destruction were shortened : and those 
who believed that Christ was the Messiah, and what 
he foretold concerning those jndgments, &c., and 
watched for the things taking place, just before the 
calamities which Christ told them of, and took the 
warning given, namely, " Then," (said he) " let them 
which be in Judeaflee to the mountains; let him 
which is on the house-top not come down to take 
anything out of his house ; neither let him which is in 
the field return back to take his clothes ;" see verses 
16 — 18: so sudden was their desolation to take 
place, that as soon as they heard of Jerusalem being 
beseiged they were immediately to flee, as Lot was at 
the burning of Sodom, to places of refuge and safety : 
and it is reported that a signal was given, and all the 
christians fled over Jordan to a place called Pella ; 
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and many, it is said, fled to mount Libanus, and they 
were not pursued by the enemy, but were' safe and 
secure, and the remnant preserved : so they did not 
^* Come near any man upon whom was the mark." 
Ezek. ix. 6. 

125. Thus, by citing the above portions, we have 
endeavoured to remove some of the obscurity which 
is often thrown in the way of our text, and such like 
portions, by making spiritual things of them, where 
they only mean mental, temporal, legal, natural and 
national : and so being perverted by many preachers 
and people, prevents us from discerning the meaning 
of Jesus in them. 

126. And thus we have aimed to show what Jesus 
intended by his counsel, advice, and exhortations, or 
preaching to the unregenerate, as contained in the 
four gospels to the Jews, to whom our text was 
addressed. And when he told them to repent, and to 
strive to enter in at the strait gate, and to labour for 
that meat which endureth to everlasting life ; all 
was mental, moral, legal, natural, and national, 
and tending to their individual and national prosperity, 
or national downfall, (as we have seen by the fore-cited 
Mosaic dispensation and prophecies ;) and a duty 
devolving upon them ;— in which they had a free 
will and natural power and ability to perform, and 
were intreated so to do : for which also, they were 
accountable, for herein lay their moral accountability. 
All this is evident by the destructions which came 
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upon them for their disobedience^ unbelief, and 
rejection &f the meat which endm'eth unto everlasting 
life. 

127. We think thepassages of Scripture adverted 
to in these pages, when explained according to their 
connections and parellels, are as a key which does 
unlock or open up this part of our text, whereby we 
come at the meaning of the Spirit in it; for from the 
time that God gave the Jews his statutes, his judgments, 
commandments, or covenant, they were counsettedt 
advised, exhorted, and commanded to believe in^ and 
to be obedient to them. Deut. v. 1. So, likewise, to look 
for Messiah to come, and when he did come to be 
obedient to him. Beut xviii. 18^ 19« Therefore in 
the fulness of time^ when Jesus cameito them personally, 
in accordance with Moses, the Psalms, and the Prophets, 
he exhorted them to repent, to strive to enter in at the 
strait gate, or believe in him, and to labour mentally 
to find that he was the meat which endureth to 
everlasting life ; all which appears to amount to the 
same thing, only in other words. He dic^ not tell 
them to labour for everlasting life, but for the meat 
which endureth to it, namely, tojabour for consistent 
and scriptural views of him, whereby they might 
believe and be convinced that he was the true Messiah > 
the Meat, the Bread, the Life, the Light, the Truth, 
the Word, the Comer-stone, the Way, the Gate, the 
Door, the Good Shepherd the Fine, the Councillor, 
ihe Mighty God, the Prince of Peac, the Prophets 
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Priest^ King, Emanuel, and Jesus^ the Saviour of 
sinners ; the all and everything that was needful, both 
for time and eternity. And who will dare to say 
that it was not their duty so to believe ? — who were 
exalted to heaven with privileges and advantages, and 
because they abused and rejected them^ were to be 
brought down to hell. Matt. xi. 23. Not that they 
were to get a spiritual belief in him, no ; but a legal 
belief^ which they were destitute of, but was their 
duty to have, whereby they might be legally and 
morally obedient to their Messiah : and this is what 
we consider to be the sum and substance of duty faith ; 
and had they been inwardly honesty and acted up to 
their mental and moral ability, and been obedient to 
the injunctions of Moses^ the prophets, John the 
Baptist, Christ, and his apostles^ they would have 
saved themselves from national ruin, destruction^ and 
dispersion. 

128. Now Christ's person^ work, and mediation, 
was the meat alluded to, (metaphorically,) in this part 
of our text, and " which endureth unto everlasting 
life." Hence ** my flesh is meat indeed." Verse 55. 
And the meat, the flesh, or the bread spoken of in 
this chapter implies one and the same thing ; hence 
said he, '^ I am the bread of life, he that cometh to 
me shall never hunger, and he that believeth on me 
shall never thirst." Verse 36. This is true both 
mentally, morally, naturally, and spiritually. They 
who mentally and morally believed him to be the 
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ChriBt, would not hunger, or go after perishing meat, 
which deceiveth or satisfieth not ; nor (hirst after the 
polluted poisonous streams of men's traditions, and 
their own inventions. No ! those in a christian country, 
who but nominally and nationally believe in Christ, 
do not, at the same time, believe in, eat and drink 
of^ feed, and satiate their minds with, momitanism. 
No ! Hence said Christ, ** But I said unto you," (in 
the 26th verse. Look at it, reader ; it, in a measure, 
explains our text ; they saw his miracles, but through 
their bigotry and self-will, nothing was evidence 
sufficient to convince them to believe that he was the 
Christ) *' But I said unto you that ye also have seen 
me and believe nof He was charging them here 
with their wilful rejection and unbelief of him, while 
at the same tinae it was their duty to come to him, 
(legally, not spiritually) for council, advice, and 
instruction in all things^ and own him as the Messiah, 
the King in Zion, th% Chief-comer Stone. Rom. 
ix. Z2y 33 ; at which they stumbled. Psa. cxviii. 22 ; 
Isa. viii. 14, And perhaps the clearest and most 
consistent description we can find in the New Testament 
concerning his coming to them, their rejection of him, 
his gospel, his apostles and ministers, and for their 
murdering of him^ ill-treating and slaying his servants, 
and the destruction which came upon them for it, may 
be seen in the first seven verses of the twenty-second 
chapter of St. Matthew's gospel, in the parable of the 
marriage feast ; and in closing the account with the 
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seventh terse^ it is said, ''But when the king (or God 
the Father,) heard thereof, he was wroth, and he sent 
forth his armies, (the Romans,) and destroyed those 
murderers, and burnt up thdr city. Thus, as Peter 
sajrs, judgment began at the house of God, (1 Pet« 
iv. 17,) as the Jews were called : and we think we 
<;annot select a portion from the Old Testament more 
to this point than the one in Isa. xlviii. 16— 19.-^ 
^* Come ye near unto me, hear ye this ; I have uot 
spoken in secret from the beginning ; from the time 
that it was, there am I : and now the Lord God and 
his Spirit hath sent me. Thus saith the Lord thy 
Redeemer," (he had redeemed them from Egypt and 
from their enemies) *^ the Holy One of Israel, I am 
the Lord thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which 
leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go. O 
that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments, 
then had thy peace been as a river, and thy 
righteousness as the waves of the sea ; thy seed, also, 
had been as the sand, and the offspring of thy bowels 
like the gravel thereof; his name should not have 
been cut off, nor destroyed from before me."' But 
they had no regard to the things which related to 
their temporal and spiritual peace. Therefore, ^* those 
mine enemies which would not that I should reign 
over them, bring hither, and slay them before me." 
Luke xix. 27. 

129. In conclusion on this part, let us pause at 
verse 36, ^d consider what goes before, wherein our 
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text Uqb> and then look, at veise 37^ and to the end 
of the chapter^ and w^ shaU ^e that^ although, they 
were determined not to beUevje apd come to him, and 
own him as they oyght, th^y would not preyei^t hi4 
own people, who were giTion to him, from b^lieying 
and coming to him; hence he say3> ^'AJil that the 
Father giveth me shcUl come to me^" &c. And thus 
he goes on to shew tbem that he camp to do.hi^ 
Father's will, and to accompUah his designs in saving 
his owii people, and that they, should be all taught of 
God, and that he should k)se none, but should raise 
them up at the last day^ and they should have 
everlasting life, and he said it was ^^ the spirit that 
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing." And thus 
we see that *' As many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed, and the rest were judicially blinded," and 
remain so to the present day^ and shut themselves 
out of all gospel privileges. Hence^ on one occasion^ 
when Christ had been pronouncing woes against 
them for abusing their advantages and privileges^ and 
for their hardness, impenitence, unbelief, and rejection 
of him, (even for the aforesaid cause,) it was that he 
said, " I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid these things from the 
wiise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes; 
even so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight." 
Matt. xi. 25, 26. 

130. Christ invited them to the marriage feast or 
gospel dispensation, to attend his preaching and 
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ordinances, and listen to, and believe in, the way of 
salvation which he taught ; and wait upon God in 
the means which he had appointed, and legally 
believe in him, as being the ^^ meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life.'' Not that he called upon them 
to make their spiritual peace with God ; a thing im- 
possible to be done by them, and contrary to the 
gospel, and dishonourable to Christ, the peacemaker ; 
but an external invitation, and call, to believe in him 
legally, and mentally feed on him, and not deceive 
themselves. And as they were mentally living upon 
perishing food, (or errors) as before described; so 
they might have fed on Christ, and his doctrine, in 
the same way ; by having as strong a natural belief, 
or legal faith in Christ, (which was their duty) as 
they had in their erroneous traditions and precepts 
of men, and self-righteousness ,- whereby they trans- 
gressed the commandments of God. Therefore Christ 
advised them to '^ labour," to get consistent and 
scriptural views of him, whereby they might be per- 
suaded that he, and his doctrine, was the only meat 
worth feeding their minds with ; even that " meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life ;" '^ which (said 
he) the Son of Man shall give unto you: for him 
hath God the Father sealed/' 

Fifthly, Let us briefly glance at the gift promised, 
" which the Son of Man shall give unto you." 

131. What was this gift promised, to those infidel, 
self-righteous, sarcastic, hypocritical and judicially 
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blinded Jews ? (See Matt. xv. 1 to the 9th^ Sec, in 
the hannony of the disoourse, and you will perceive 
this was their true character.) Let us^ firsts shew 
that which it was not ; and then that which it wiUi. 

132. It was not the gift of eternal life, which was 
promised unto them ; neither was it redemption from 
sin, which the Saviour intended in this part of our 
text. It was only his church and people he gave this 
unto, and himself for : and all those in due time, are 
bom again, quickened from death, to life; have a 
supernatural capacity imparted; saving faith com- 
municated, whereby they can feed on the meat which 
endureth to everlasting life; it is savoury meat to them, 
they can digest it; hunger for it; live upon it ; enjoy 
its sweetness ; rejoice in it, and find it the only support 
of life to the soul. Yes, *^ He loved the Church and 
gave himself for it." Eph. v. 25. *' Who gave him- 
self for us, that he might redeem us &om all iniquity, 
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous 
of good works." Titus ii. 14. '* He gave himself a 
ransom for all (his electj to be testified in due time." 
1 Tim. ii. 6. These portions cannot be considered 
immediate pareliels with this part of our text ; because 
they set forth a vicarious sacrifice for sin ; and re- 
demption for a special people. While the text was 
addressed to those, many of which it is obvious, had 
no interest in it, but lived and died in their sins ; and 
he told them on another occasion, ^^ Ye are not of 
my sheep." John x. 26. 
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133. Jesus was not only a Saviour and Redeemer, 
and the ^^ meat which endureth unto everlasting life," 
but he was a true prophet ; and could fortel all future 
events ; the gifts he would bestow, what should befall 
himself, (Luke xviii. 31 — 33 ;) his friends, and his 
enemies ; how his death should be brought about, by 
treachery. Matt. xxvi. 46—48 ; when it should take 
place> and that which should result from it. Matt. 
X. 33. 

" Amazing knowledge — vast and great ! 
What large extent ! what lofty height ! 
My soul, with all the powers I boast, 
Is in the boundless prospect lost. 

** Thy hand can seize thy foes as soon 
Through midnight shades, as blazing noon ; 
Nor death can hide what God will spy, 
And hell lies naked to his eye. 

** O may these thoughts possess my breast, 
Where'er I rove, where'er I rest ; 
Nor let my weaker passions dare 
Consent to sin, for God is there." 



134. The gift promised, then, was " the meat which 
endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of Man 
shaU give unto you." And though you may try to 
destroy it, lascerate it with whips, make incisions in 
it with thorns, nail it to a tree, pierce it with a spear, 
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rob it of iU heart's blood, deprive it of life for a time, 
seal it in the tomb, and set a watch over it^ 

** And all the sons of malice join, 
To execute their cuxs'd design," 

yet it shall rise again^ it shaU remain, it shall endure 
'' unto everlasting life ;'' for ^' my flesh is meat indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed ; I am the living bread 
which came down from heaven ; if any man eat of this 
bread, he shall live for ever ; and the bread that I will 
give is my flesh ;'' (verses 48 — 58) ; and this was 
given unto them according to promise, — ** which the 
Son of Man shall give unto you." 

135. It was an external gift unto them, not an in- 
ternal — unto, not into — but unto their power, and into 
their hands, not into their hearts ; their hearts were 
as adamantine ; it could not enter ; it was nauseous 
meat to them ; they could not partake of it internally, 
or mentally, nor digest it whep it was given unto them ; 
but like the man in Samaria, for his unbelief the pro- 
phet told him he should see it with his eyes, but should 
not eat of it. Nor was his blood sprinkled on their 
consciences ; it had no saving efficacy unto them, but 
on the contrary, it has been unto them and their chil- 
dren as an ^^ anathema maranatha,'' (or a curse) even 
to the present day ! 

136. Therefore, when Christ said, " which the Son 
of Man shall give unto you,'' he evidently meant him- 
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self, his person, his body, his flesh, his life, his blood ! 
Nothing would satisfy them but his blood ! Hence, 
when Isaiah's prophetic eye witnessed the tragic scene, 
the false accusations brought against this innocent 
Lamb of God, their blood-sta^'ied hands, and their 
poisonous doctrines, compared to cockatrice eggs, and 
their self-righicousness, compared to a spider's web, 
he inscribed it in legible, and never-to-be-forgotten 
characters, when he said, '^ Your hands are defiled 
with blood, and your fingers with iniquity ; your lips 
have spoken lies, your tongues have muttered per- 
verseness ; none calleth for justice, nor any pleadeth 
for truth ; they trust in vanity, and speak lies ; they 
conceive mischief, and bring forth iniquity: they 
hatch cockatrice eggs, and weave the spider's web : 
he that eateth of their eggs dieth — ^their webs shall 
not become garments, neither shall they cover them- 
selves with their works ; their works are works of 
iniquity, and the act of violence is in their hands ; their 
feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed blood," 
Isa. lix. 3 — 7. *^ Your hands are full of blood." Isa. 
i. 15. They imbued their hands in the blood of 
Christ : and though Pilate wished to be clear from 
blood-guiltiness, when he washed his hands in inno* 
cence, and said, ^' I am clear from the blood of this 
just person, see ye to it : all the people then answered, 
and said, his blood be upon us, and on our chil- 
dren" ! Matt, xxvii. 24, 25. And has not this impre- 
cation been notoriously verified in them as a nation ? 
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And did he not give himself unto them — His person, 
his life, his bloody unto^ and into^ their sanguinary 
hands, (Mark xiv. 46,) and unto the hands of the rulers 
and the people of Israel, when they were gathered to- 
gether against liim, (as Peter says,) " to do whatsoever 
thy hand and thy council determined to be done ?" 
Acts iV. 25 — 28. They often tried to take him before 
the time appointed, and they once led him to the brow 
of the hill whereon their city was built, that they 
might cast him down headlong, Luke vi. 29. '* But 
he passing through the midst of them, went his way, 
and escaped from their hands, because his hour was not 
come," (John vii. 30,) that he shoulagive hin^elf 
unto them. 

137. But when his fatal hour was come, (see Mark 
xiv. 41 ; John xiii. 1,) *^ Judas came with a band of 
men and oflScers from the Chief Priests, Pharisees, and 
Rulers ;" and he gave himself unto them a victim to 
their rage, their malice, their infidelity, their craft, 
and their false witnesses, and ^^ They led him away 
to Caiaphas the High Priest, where the Scribes and 
the Elders were assembled." Matt. xxvi. 57. He 
had given himself unto them as a minister and a 
physician, &c. ; but now he gave himself unto them 
as a transgressor, and '^ He was reckoned among the 
transgressors." Luke xxii* He gave himself unto 
them as a " perverter " of the nation; "We found 
this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to 
give tribute unto Caesar.'' He gave himself unto 
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them as an " AgitatoTy'* *' He stirreth up the people, 
teaching throughout all Jewry^ beginning from 
Gallilee to this place." He gave himself unto them 
as a King ; " Saying that he himself is Christ 
a King." See Luke xxiii. 2 — 6. He gave himself 
unto them, as the '^ Son of God;^^ ** Tell us whether 
thou be the Christ, the Son of God." '' Jesus saith 
imto him, thou hast said." He gave himself as a 
" Malefactor ;" they said, " if he were not a Male- 
factor we would not have delivered him up unto thee." 
John xviii. 30. He gave himself unto them as a 
destroyer of the temple, and as a builder without 
hands. Mark xiv. 58. This was one of the chief 
accusations ma(le against him by the ^^ false wit- 
nesses'^ — and one of the vile taunts thrown at him 
when he hung on the cross. *^And they that 
passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, and saying, 
" Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in 
three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, 
come down from the cross." Matt, xxvii. 40. 

" The Jews beheld him thus forlorn^ 
And shook their heads, and laughed in scorn ; 
He rescued others from the grave ; 
Now let him try himself to save." 

He gave himself unto them, as a ^^ Blasphemer *^ 
** What further need have we for witnesses ? behold, 
now ye have heard his blasphemy. What think ye ? 
They answered and said, he is guilty of death." Matt. 
xxvi. 59 — 68. 
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"Barbttons people! cruel Priests; 
How they stood romid like savage beasts, 
lake lions gaping to deroor. 
When God hath kft him in their power f 

Christ was charged with all the aforesaid accusations, 
and denied none of them ; for ^ When he was accused 
by the Chief Priests and Elders, he answered nothing. 
Then said Pilale unto him, Hearest thou how many 
things they witness against thee ? And he answered 
him never a word, inasmuch that the governor 
marvelled greatly." Matt. xxviL 12, 14. He gave 
himself unto them voluntarily ^ — ^^1 lay down my 
We, no man taketh it from me ; I lay it down of 
myself; I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again.^' John x. 18. And when 
Pilate told him be had power to crucify him, or power 
to release him, be said, ^* Thou couldst have no power 
against me, except it were given thee from above." 
Johnxix. 10, 11. He gave himself unto them^ and 
** Tliey cried, awafy with him ! away with him ! crucify 
him ! crucify him !" Verse 15. " He was led as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb^ so he opened not his mouth.^' Isaiah 
liii. 7. '* He gave his back to the smiters, and his 
cbeecks to them that plucked off the hair." Isa. 1. 6. 
Thus he gave himself unto them to be falsely accused, 
to be shamefully entreated, to be condemned to die, 
and to be crucified by them. And divine Watts has 
given us a striking sketch in his poetic strains (on 



143 



David's 69th Psalm) of the satanic-like treatment 
towards this unparelleled gift when given unto them^ 
where he sayi 



" His life they load with hateful lies, 
And charge his lips ^ith hlasphemies ; 
They curse him with a slanderous tongue, 
And the false judge maintains the wrong. 

" Wretches with hearts as hard as stones, 
Insult his piety and groans ; 
Oall was the food they gave him there. 
And mock'd his thirst with vinegacr." 

138. After Christ had given himself up to his in- 
exorable foes^ and was on his way to execution, his last 
dying testimony to his affectionate, immoveable, and 
sympathizing friends, was a declaration relating to 
his enemies and the Jewish nation, in the destruction 
of Jerusalem, and which we have previously adverted 
to. — '^ And as they led him away (from Pilate's hall, 
and out of the city of Jerusalem, toirards Calvary,) to 
be crucified, there followed him a great company of 
people, and of women which also bewailed and 
lamented him. But Jesiis turning unto them, said, 
daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, (I am 
willing to die,) but weep for yourselves, and for your 
children. For, behold the days are coming, in the 
which they shall say, blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs which never bare, and the paps that never 
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gave suck." Christy by. this, referred to the better 
state of those who had no children to look upon : to 
see them perishing for hunger in the siege of 
Jerusalem^ and killed with the sword before their 
eyes, which would greatly augment their misery. 
It is related by Josephus, that when Titus had 
closely encompassed the city with a wall, that 
they could not come out for provisions, a sore famine 
commenced^ so that they fed on dung, and dirt, and 
shoes, and girdles. One rich noblewoman, whose 
name was Mary^ the daughterofEleazar, being stripped 
of all she had, killed her own child, and dressed it, 
and ate part of it ; and the other part being found by 
the soldiers that broke in upon her, the news of the 
shocking fact was spread all over the city, and every 
one looked with horror and compassion upon it, as if 
they had done it themselves ; and then might these 
words be said, '' Blessed are the barren, and the 
wombs that never bare,*' &c. *^ Then shall they be- 
gin to say to the mountains, fall on us, and to the 
hills, cover us. For if they do these things in a green 
tree, (by which Jesus meant himself, who is called a 
** green fir tree," a " vine," and " the tree of life," and 
was an ever-green, and bore fruits of righteousness, 
and was full of grace and truth ; his enemies could 
prove nothing against him, nor even satan himself, 
and he was declared innocent by his judge ; yet they 
apprehended him as a thief; bound him, and ar- 
mgneAhinir'fvrtPiii&td^fti^bai^iab ar/cijmJDi4^^t>^ahed, 
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buffetted^ spit upon, and scourged him ; and much 
more was done to this innocent^ harmless^ fruitful 
Tree ! If these things were done to this '^ green 
tree, what shall be done in the dry ?" Luke xxiii. 
27. This denotes the enemies of Christ — wicked, 
cruel, and deceitful men, who are dry trees, destitute 
of grace and righteousness, who were to be cut down 
by the judgments and wrath of God in the destruction 
of Jerusalem ; even the Jews, who disbelieved, re- 
jected, and crucified Christ, are evidently meant here. 
Thus this ** green tree'* gave himself to those dry trees, 
and they crucified him ; for " him had God the Father 
sealed.'' 

]39. Well might Peter say to the above described 
malignant, blood thirsty, murderous sinners ; '^ Repent 
ye, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out ;" Acts iii. 19 ; that is, repent of the sin of cruci- 
fying Christ, which is what Peter had been charging 
them with, and acknowledge Christ as the Messiah, 
and externally reform, ^^ that your sins may be blotted 
out ;'• which ** blotting out," intends no other than 
the removing or averting the threatened and impend- 
ing judgments, or deliverance from national ruin ; and 
general calamity, which would be terrible times to 
the unbelieving, and impenitent Jews. See Matt. 
xxiv. 21 ; Dan. ix. 26. And previous to this, Judas had 
repented himself of his perfidious transgression, and in 
remorse, shame^ and despair, went and hanged him- 
self; and went to his own place. Matt. xxvii^SS. 
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Acts. i. 25. Christ said to Pilate^ " He that deliyered 
me unto thee, hath the greater sin.'* John xix. 11. 
Judas's sin was the vilest of all ; therefore he was the 
first who fell a prey to divine justice, and the power 
of satan, and his own inbred corruptions, and violent 
hands. Oh, how awful to think, that when man for 
his wickedness, is given up of God, and left to himself 
and satan, how soon he &lls a prey even to his own 
wicked hands, or the judgments of Grod. The Jews, 
as a nation, had forty years allowed them, wherein they 
might repent of their crucifying Christ, and believe 
in him, by the miracles and preaching of the apostles ; 
but they would not believe, though one should rise 
from the dead, Luke xvi. 31, which Christ did, but 
they were still impenitent and unbelieving. There- 
fore, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of 
iron, thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's 
vessel." Psa. ii. 9. Oh, how awfully true and certain ! 
** The wicked shall be driven away in his wickedness." 
Prov. iv. 82. Oh, to be delivered from satan, depraved 
self, sin, and sinners ! How needful the prayer, 
^' Lead us not into temptation^ but deliver us from 
evil." '^ If sinners entice thee consent thou not." 
Prov. i. 10. ** For the wicked shall be cut off from the 
earth, and the transgressors shall be rooted out of it." 
Prov. ii. 22. ** To me belongeth vengance, and re- 
compence ; for the day of calamity is at hand, and 
the things that shall come upon them make haste." 
Deut. xxii. 35. 
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" Thus God b«faeld»and from his throne, 
Marks out the mea that hate his Son ; 
The hand that raised him from the dead. 
Shall pour due vengance od their head." 

14(X 86 that cto«K^miag tii<e gift premi^, then, 
Oty^^ not cftAf pt^mised tbis gift in oaf text, but 
IbtteK^M ho# the gift should be' treated afti^ it was 
given and delivered* unto them; and how they would 
abuse it. It is said, ** And he took again the twelve, 
and began to tell them what things should happen 
tLiito tritn ; saying, '^ Behold ^vre go np to Jeruslalem ; 
and fhe Son of man: shall be delivered, (who deliver- 
ed him? be delivered himself; then he gave him- 
self) unto the Chief Priests, a^d unto the Scribes ; 
and they shall Condemn hhn to deatfi, and shall 
deliver him to the Gentiles ; atid thejr shall mock 
hitnt, and shall scourge him, and sh&tt spit upoii him, 
ahd shall kin hitti : and the third isty he flihall rise 
again." Mark. x. 38. ThOsf the nWek a'nd lowly 
J^BUS, the immaculate '' Son of mfatt/' gave himself, 
*' the meat which endureth unto«vet!listhfig life,** unto 
them, finto tlieir po^et^ and intb theit' kaA^hf; he 
gave himself to the treiichery of Jbdas ; the sei^chre 
of the soldiet^ ; the malevolence 6f this t^iiests, Scribes, 
and Pharisee^; the injustice of Pihrte^ the inhunranrty 
of the Jews, and the sarcasm of pasisers by. To 
recapitulate then ; he gAve himself a tiofim to their 
rage ; he gave himiself as a ^' treeMgreHior** oHliLe law, 
as a pefverteroi the naticA, as an agtiaior, a(d' a-^^^ 

H 
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as the ^* Son of God/' as a malefactor, as a destroyer 
of the Temple^ as a blasphemer; and as the Bread of 
life which came down from heaven, and the '^ meat 
which endureth unto everlasting life.*' Thus he 
gave himself to their malignancy, to be falsely accused, 
to be shamefuUy entreated, to be condemned to die, and 
to be crucified by them ; and all without a murmur. 

** He gave his life ap to the stroke 
Without a murmuring word." 

Is not the above description, then, the sum and 
substance of the gifl promised by Christ, when he 
said ; ^^ which the Son of man shall give unto you ?' 

141. When Christ gave himself unto them, he said, 
" For this cause came I unto this hour." John xii. 27. 
"This is your hour, and the power of darkness.** 
Luke xxii. 58. Surely " Darkness covered the earth, 
and gross darkness the people ;" were not those the 
people who ^^sat in tlie region and shadow of death f 
Matt. iv. 16. And did they not dwell in the " valley 
and shadow of death ?" Psa. xxiii. 4. Oh what a 
dark valley is this world, notwithstanding the light of 
gospel truth ; " Men love darkness rather than light." 
Oh, to be ** Delivered from the power of darkness." 
Col. i. 13. Oh what a dark picture we have here 
seen ! and what awful effects of the Adam-fall on the 
human race! how lapsed, how void of feeling, how 
self-willed, how bigotted, how hypocritical, what 
hatred and violence against an immaculate Person ! 
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What wickedness is there that man is not capable of 
committing when judicially left to himself and satan ? 
for as Mr. Hart says, — 

" When rocks and mountains rent with dread. 
And gaping graves gave up their dead, 
When the fair sun withdrew his light, 
And hid his head to shun the sight. 

" Then stood the wretch of human race. 
And rais'd his head, and showed his face ; 
Gaz'd unconcerned when nature faii'd, 
And scoffed, and sneer'd, and curs'd, and rail'd. 

** They mock'd, and trampled on his blood. 
And wanton'd with the wounds of God/' 

One would think that such a scene would have 
melted an heart of stone; but no. They thought 
they had put an end to him, and what they called his 
blasphemous doctrines ; they, like Joseph's brethren, 
'« meant it for evil," (Gen. 1. 20,) but the great 
" I AM ^ nonplussed the subtlety of the powers of 
darkness, and the malice of crafty men, and^ brought 
light out of darkness, life out of death, and good out 
of the evil designs of perfidious, deluded, and perishing 
mortals, who in rage set themselves against God. 
Psa. ii. 2. 

142. Yes, the infinite Jehovah, in a sense, brought 
the salvation of his elect, out of the treachery of 



JudaSf the cruelty of the Jews, and ttie uyufltice of 

Pilate. 

*' Lo ! what a glorious comer stone, 
The Jewish builders did refuse ; 
But God had built his chureh thereon^ 
In spite of envy and the Jews.** 

What infinite wisdom, power, majesty and grace ! 
And those who have felt the power, and tasted the 
grace, and wept at the foot of Calvary's cross, and by 
faith eaten of the precious ^' meat which endureth 
unto everlasting life,'' and drank the blood which 
monsters spilt, and have found his flesh *'meat 
indeed," and his " blood drink indeed," and have 
found life from his death, cleansing by his blood, 
healing from his wounds ; with these, how different the 
scene to the above : what holy joy, what h^art-felt gra- 
titude, what awe and reverence, what adoration and 
worship, what inexpressible exclamations ! 

" the sweet wonders of that cross^ 
Where God the Saviour lov'd and died ! 
Her noblest life my spirit draws. 
From his dear wounds and bleeding side." 

" The Jews with thorns his temples crown'd, 
And lash'd him when his hands were bound : 
But thorns^ and knotted whips, and bands, 
By us were furnished to their hands." 

Yes, he was wounded for our transgressions, he 
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was bruised for our iniquities ; die chastisement of 
our peace was upon him ; and with his bruises we are 
healed. Isa. Uii. 5. O sii^^ what hast thou done ! 
Never can sin appear more exceeding sinful^ and 
hatefol, than in wounding and crucifying the Son of 
God. Our transgreesions were the nails «nd spear 
that wounded his sacred body^ and die sword that 
^reed his souL I^iese were Ihe Judas that betrayed 
him, the Soldiers that bound hin^ blindfolded and 
mocked him^ the Pilate that condemned him, the 
executioners thit nailed him to the curved tree : it 
wa« our sins that put the sword in his enemies' hands* 
He became a curse for us. All the derision, mockery, 
and contempt $ all the pain, eufiering and sorrow he 
endared, did proceed fiom our sins. O that we may 
alway look on sin, that crucified Christy with horror 
and ^embling. NeT^er such an instance of strictness 
omd severity of Qod's justice, and his abhorrence of 
sin as here ; he would not spare his dear Son, when 
he stood in the room of sinners, but let him bleed and 
cfo, tUl sin was fu% atoned for I O cursed sin ! 
murderer of ihe Son of Ok>d : away with it, away 
with it ; carucify it^ crxxdfj it. O that my eyes were 
a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night 
for my sins that slew my Saviour ! 

" Gome saints, and drop a tear or two. 
For him who groaned beneath your load ; 
He shed a thousand drops for you, 
A thousand drops of richer blood.'' 
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" Those triumphs of stupendous grace, 
Surprise, rejoice, and melt my heart; 
Lord, at thy cross, I stand and gaze, 
Nor would I ever thence depart V* 

148. So we see that while he gave himself to the 
benighted^ outrageous, unbelieving Jews to be cruci* 
fied, the believing Jew and Gentile has derived the 
benefit of his death ; even life for evennore. While 
the hardened, impenitent Jews, for cruelly treating 
and abusing the durable meat given unto them ; ex- 
perienced untimely, temporal, and no doubt eternal 
death! It may be said^ but many who were en- 
gaged in crucifying Christ, afterwards believed and 
were converted ; for Christ prayed, '^ Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do." Luke xxiiL 
34. This was not a general prayer for spiritual things, 
for all those who crucified him, and the whole multi- 
tude ; if we take it so, it would be a gross contra- 
diction of his prayer in John xvii. 9. And there can 
be no doubt, but many of them had sinned the sin 
" against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven, 
neither in this world, neither in the world to come," 
Matt. xii. 31, 32; called the " sin unto death;" 1 
John V. 16, which is not to be prayed for. Jer. vii. 
16, xiv. 2. "But a fearful looking for of judgment 
and fiery indignation which shall devour the adver- 
sary, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant — an 
unholy thing, and hath done despite to the spirit o^ 
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grace. Heb. x. 27, 29. Aud Christ told them they 
should die in '* their sins." John viii. 21. But 
Christ's was a prayer for his own people mingled 
with the multitude, for whom he was about to make 
a complete atonement. Doubtless there where many 
present^ whom the Rulers influenced, so that they 
sanctioned his death; see Mark xi. 8 — 10; Matt. 
xxYii. 20; and see p. 16, Par. 14; and very likely, 
were amongst the three thousand, who were converted 
under Peter's sermon, in Acts, xi. 41, or iiL 17. Or 
the five thousand, Acts iv. 4. But it is very question- 
able, whether any of the rulers, or heads of the nation 
who were actually engaged in accusing, condemning, 
and crucifying Christ, were ever converted : not that 
the efficacy of his blood can be questioned, to wash 
away the foulest crimes : (save the one above named,) 
but then its saving influence is confined to those who 
were given to him by his Father. John xvii. 2, 6, 9, 
11, 24. And it is very evident, that afterwards, the 
same rulers, would have put all the apostles to death, 
(for they took council so to do,) had it not been for 
one ^^ Gamaliel," a doctor of the law, held in reputation 
among all the people, standing up and giving them 
some wholesome advice upon the subject, to which 
they agreed. See Acts v. 17 — 40. And they did put 
honest and truthful Stephen to death, in the same 
year. Acts vii. 59. And ten years after, they put 
James the apostle to death. Acts xii. 2« 3. And we 
find their enmity to the apostles continued throughout 
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the bAftbtnry of tj^e ^Act3 of the apostles/' w)ki^ 
Gomtains an accouat of the .churqh for th^ spa^ of 
tbirtj y^ars #fter Christ puras cr^S^, ai>d within ten 
jfiun of the j|ldpp^nt^ of God Wng ^ecpted oq :the 
^^irs for ^jecimg wA n^lrdeli^g tbe^r Ale^ji^h. 
Qence they pot o^ly brought th^ b)po4 ^ Ch|*u(t on 
their guilty hej^^, hf|t the blop4 of th^ a|ppsl^lfM3 upd 
prophets ; for nptwithst^pdjug their spfci9us pret^p^as 
in huihjing )4^ p^pulohrfsts of the prophet^, w.hicjti ikw 
fathers kiljpd, p.n^n4ii\g ^ey disii^d their fa^pers' 
Ws, tbpy WiBre stiU pf the /siapia per/iwwting j^i^t; 
^' Theri^^re also 4^id the :i7}$dpm pf Qgdp I jyijl faf^ 
th^i)[^ prophets ^nd ppiQistles^ and soosie of tbeq^ they 

fhidl sl^y wd p^fiipc^te, th^t th^ hlopd ofalljhe 

prophets which ly^s §h^ from the fovnd^tipn pf the 
wprld may he j^iiiired pf this g^eirat^pn^ &om the 
blood of Abel pQi^ th^ b)9^ of Z^fhm^A^ which 
perished b^wee^ the idt^r apd the temple : y^rily I 
ipay u^tP J0^9 it fshfdl be reqi^ir^ of thi? generi^tjoip/' 
tuke 3d. 49, 50, '*.FiU ye up tbpn tbp weqisii)r§ pf your 
^thpi:s, ye 9erpeQtS| ye gpneratipi^ pf vip^^^ hpw^ can 
yp esqipe the 4amnj|tjpi;i pf hell ?" Matt, ??^iii, ^— p33. 
So that we h^ve nothing tp prove that aijiy who werp 
^u^Uy co^eprned in Christ's de^fh werp ever 
ppnverted^ 4^ twenty yea|-$i after the i^foresaid 
desljupjlapn^ whiph ^oha thp diyinp U^^d tQ wUnpss> 
be^ ^pe^kjpg of jQhrist's second pomii^ to j^dgn^ppt^ 
saysj " Behold he pompfh with cjoud^f and pvery eye 
shall $pp hin^f m4 they aU9 which piefc^ fyim ; find 
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* 

all kiudreds of the earth shall wail because of him. 
Even so. Amen*'' And Mr. Oliver solemnly sung, 

"Every eye shall now behold him 

Robed in dreadful majesty ; 
Those who set at nought and sold him, 
Pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
Deeply wailing, 
Shall the great Messiah see." 

Is it not obvious then that it was not eternal life 
and redemption from sin^ that Christ meant when he 
said, '* which the Son of Man shall give unto you ?*' 
And is it not shewn to a demonstration that which it 
was ? Reader, think upon it seriously, but not 
captiously. And the Lord give thee understanding, 
so that if the writer has erred thou mayest have light 
from on high to see it, and enter into the meaning of 
this inexpressibly solemn subject. 

Sixthly. The Father's sealing, " For him hath God 
the Father sealed.'* 

] 44. If we speak of the covenants or deeds among 
men, when sealed with the seal of the realm, or the 
king's seal, it is inviolably secure, and it is at the 
peril of any to disannul; how much more the 
covenants and deeds of the King of kings, or words 
of the Most High God ! How inviolably secure his 
word, sealed with his oath and promise. Sealed, in 
the Scriptures, denotes being made sure and made 
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secret, till the seal is removed or broken. Isa. xxix. 
] 0—12 : Esther v. 8 ; Dan. zii. 9. 

145. All the members of the mystical body of 
Christ are sealed. *' Having this seal, the Lord knoweth 
them that are his." 2 Tim. ii. 19. " Who hath also 
sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our 
hearts." 2 Cor. i. 22. '* After that ye believed ye 
were sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.'' Eph. 
i. 13. •* Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.*' Eph. iv. 30. 
Hence the whole church of Christ are sealed, ^' A 
garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse ; a spring 
shut up, a fountain sealed.'^ Cant. iv. 12. Her 
salvation is made sure, being sealed by the Spirit and 
his grace as the earnest of heaven. She is also sealed, 
made secret, or hidden from the unbelieving world ; 
But, 

" When God doth speak a pardoning word. 
The Holy Spirit seals the grace." 

146. God the Father's sealing Christ raay be 
considered as four-fold. 

First. Christ was sealed as the Covenant-head of 
his church. 

Second* He was sealed for his office and work of 
redemption. 

Third. He was sealed, made secret, or hidden from 
the understanding of his enemies^ — the infidel Jews. 
Hence, 
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Fourthly. He was sealed for sufferings and death. 

The two latter may justly be considered the 
primary meaning of Christ in the text, when he said, 
^' Which the Son of Man shall give unto you^ for him 
hath God the Father sealed." 

147« Firsts then; as all the members of the 
mystical body of Christ are sealed, so, also, was 
Christ the head. Ood the Father sealed, ratified, 
confirmed, and made Christ safe and secure in his 
everlasting covenant, counsel, and purposes, by 
promise and oath, as the Covenant-head and Saviour 
of his people. God the Father said by David, ^^ I 
have made a covenant with my chosen^ I have sworn 
unto David my servant,'' (mystical David, the 
Messiah^ David's Son and antitype is intended here,) 
'*My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and 
my covenant shall stand fast with him. His seed, 
also, will I make to endure for ever, and his throne 
as the days of heaven.'' Psa. Ixxxix. 3, 28, 29. 
Again, God the Father said by Isaiah, '^ Behold my 
servant whom I uphold, mine elect in whom my soul 
delighteth ; I have put my Spirit upon him ; I, the 
Lord, have called thee in righteousness, and will hold 
thine hand, and will keep thee^ and give thee for a 
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles." 
Isa. xliL 1 — 6; Matt. xii. 18. "Ye are my 
witnesses, taith the Lord, and my servant whom I 
have chosen ; that ye may know and believe me, and 
tmderstand that I am he ; before me there was no 



158 

god formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even 
I^ am the Lord, and beside me there is no Sayiour." 
Isa. xliii. 10^ 11. '^I was set up [anointed] from 
everlasting, or ever the earth was." Prov. viii. 23. 
** And my delights were with the sons of men.'^ 
verse 81. ^' As for me, this is my covenant with 
them, saitb the lx>rd,— -my Spirit that is upon thee 
and my words which 1 have put into thy mouth shall 
not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of 
thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, 
saith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever." Isaiah 
lix. 21. Thus, then, Christ was sealed by purpose, 
by covenant, by oath, and promise, and by the Spirit, 
as the Covenant-head and Saviour of his people. 

" Thus to his Son he sware, and said, 
' With thee my covenant first is made ; 
< In thee shall dying sinners live ; 
* Glory and grace are thine to give.' " 

'< Once have I sworn, (I need no more) 

And pledged my holiness 
To seal the sacred promise sure 
To Jesus and his race." 

1 48. Secondly. Grod the Father sealed Christ with 
his Spirit, for his office, and work of redemption, at 
his baptism ; " And lo, the heavens were opened unto 
him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove, and lighting upon him ; and lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, this is my beloved Son, in whom I 
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am well pleased." Matt. iii. 16, 17. " And the Spirit 
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding ; the spirit of council and might ; 
the Spirit of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord." 
Isa. xi. 2, ^' For he whom God hath sent, speaketh the 
words of God : for God giveth not the Spirit by meas- 
ure unto him.'' John iii. 34. Likewise, God the Father 
sealed Christ as his Son on the mount of trans- 
figuration ; " And behold a voice out of the cloud, 
which said, this is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased, hear ye him.'^ Matt. xvi. 5. '^ Jesus 
said unto them, my meat is to do the will of him that 
sent me, and to finish his work" John iv. 34. *' The 
works which the Father hath giv^n me to finish, the 
same works that I do, bear witness of me, that the 
Father hath sent me." John v. 36. " I have glorified 
thee on the earth : I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do." John xvii. 4. Thus God 
the Father sealed and anointed Christ with his Spirit, 
as the Messiah, and as his Son, for his office and work 
of redemption. 

149. Thirdly, God the Father sealed Christ, 
made him secret, or hidden from the understanding, 
of his enemies, the unbelieving Jews. And Christ was 
entirdy sealed or hidden firom their mental vision ; 
for they did not know him as the Messiah, the sent of 
God. And Isaiah forseeing this, says, ''He was 
despised and we esteemed him not ; he hath no form 
nor comeliness, and when we shall see him, there is no 
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beauty that we should desire him ; we did esteem him 
strieken^ smitten of Grod, and afflicted.*' Isa. liiL 2, 4. 
Hence Paul said, '^ Which none of the Princes of 
this world knew, for had they known him, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory." 1 Cor. iL 8. 
No, he was sealed, made secret, and hid from their 
understanding and view; and this, (awful to say,) 
was a judicial sealing, a black seal ; God the Father, 
judicially hid, sealed, and made secret; the person 
of Christ, the work of Christ, the miracles of Christ, 
the prophecies concerning Christ, the gospdof Chtist) 
the kingdom of Christ ; and all that he said was to 
them, mystery, parables, dark sayings, and what they 
called blasphemous; and devilish. And the ancient 
inspired declaration was : ^' He shall be for a stone of 
stumbling, and for a rock of ofience to both houses of 
Israel ; for a gin, and for a snare to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, and many among them shall stumble, 
and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and taken/' 
Isaiah viii. 14, 16. ^^ And whosoever shall fall on this 
stone shall be broken ; but on whomsoever it shall 
fall, it will grind him to powder." Matt. xxi. 44. This 
is DaniePs '^ stone that was cut out without hands," 
(Daniel ii. 84,) '^ which smote the image of iron and 
clay.' And the '* shepherd and stone of Israel." 
Gen. xlix. 24. And Peter said when speaking of this 
" stone," ** And a stone of stumbling, and a rook of 
offence, even to them which stumble at the word, 
being disobedient, whereunto also they were 
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appointed,'^ 1 Peter ii. 8. **And ^esus said, for 
judgment I am come into this world, that they which 
see not might see ; and that they which see may be 
made blind. And some of the Pharisees which were 
with him, heard these words, and said unto him, Are 
we blind also ? Jesus said unto them, if ye were 
blind, ye should have no sin ; but now ye say, we see, 
therefore, your sin remaineth.** John ix. 39 — 41, 
" Your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have made him hide his face 
from you, that he will not hear.'' Isaiah lix. 2. *' If 
thou hadst known, even thou, at least, in this thy day, 
the things which belong to thy peace ! But now 
they are Auj from thine eyes." Luke xia:. 41. 42. 
Christ was to them '^ hidden manna.'' Rev. ii. 17. 
He was ^^ the savour of death unto death to them ;" 
^^ for him hath God the Father sealed." ^^ According 
as it is written, God hath given them the spirit of 
slumber ; eyes that they should not see, and ears that 
they should not hear unto this day." Rom. xi. 8. 
This generation of Jews appear to be in a far wcnrse 
state of mind and moral conduct, and to have more 
sin to account for, than Pharaoh of old ; because they 
were &voured with privileges and advantages which ' 
he was not. When God saw Pharaoh's cruelty and 
oppression to the Israelites, he said, '' I will harden his 
heart, that he will not let them go." Exodus 
iv. 21. And when he saw the pride, and preju- 
dice, and innumerable other sins the Jews were 
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guilty of, be blinded their eyes, and bardened 
tbeir heart, that they did not believe the report 
of Christ. See John xiL 38 — 4L If we keep in 
view their treatment to the gift promised, and consider 
that Christ was hid from their understanding, do we 
not perceive that this was the primary meaning of 
Christ when he said, " for him hath Grod the Father 
sealed V* For if Christ had not been sealed or hid 
from the eye of their understanding, they would not 
have crucified him. 

150. [But we must not forget that which has been 
already said in p. 73. That God does not, nor did 
he put Jfbrth any power, either to blind, to harden, to 
hide, or to seal Christ from their understanding, as 
being the Messiah, (rod doth not blind, harden, or 
tempt any man to evil, nor prevent him from doing 
that which is lawful and right. Grod is not the author 
of sin ; it is against the purity of his nature, nor can 
he behold sin but with abhorrence. Deut. xxxii. 19. 
But God has ordy to stand silent and passively by, 
and withhold his restraining influence, and as Christ 
said, " let them alone." And if God leaves man in 
his fallen, depraved state and condition, under the 
influence of his own pride, self-will, and the lusts of 
the flesh, and the god of this world ; and if we only 
take a view of the works of the flesh, (say nothing of 
the influence of satan,) and behold the black catalogue 
set forth under the dictates of the Spirit of God, (look 
at it reader,) in GaL v. 19—21, and Rom. i. 28—32, 
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19 4t not Awful ju ^9 eKtreiae ? And if given up of 

Ok>4 |o n r^prpbatie mind^ (through bis wUkeARWB,) 

wd to yile aS^ctioBfi, %o work all manner of ^d« m&i 

gf/^^e98^^ ^aiyl wlwe is the loqaiity that is npt pested 

with some sudi ^harapters ?) mid are allowed to act 

jQ^XK)r4ii;^ to th^r &wu piK>pen8itieSj (which difier in 

leacti individnal as mock as the eountenance ;) if left of 

Ood ; the»4 in this stated as i^egiurds spiritual^ and even 

inpral tbingSf is it not ^sily discerned, both by rev(^- 

tjon and experience, that man becomes as Uiod is a 

"bat^" as fiUby as a '^lapwipg;" (Lev* xi. 19,) and 

Ihe "dog,'' or the ^'ewmeT » Peter li. 22. As 

stupid, and obstinate as the ^'a^s,^' (Jieb xl 12,) and 

wprse ibm the brute creation. IsaisSi i. 3* And be<- 

^mes as wrathful and murderoue as Gun. Oea. iv. 

5 ; 2 Peter ii. 12. As hajrdened, enyions^ and dis- 

^bedienit to God as Pharaoh. Exodus v« ^. As 

presumptttQU^ as Nadab and Abihii. Ley. x. 1, 2. 

As 4etermined in yi^kednai^ asMl opposition to God 

an(l his larvir, as TAmti isnd Cozbi. Num. xxy. 14, 15. 

As fu}l of anatheQ]^8 as Balak and Balaam. Num. 

xxii. 22,/23^ As eoyetpus as Acban. Joidi. yii. 21. As 

malicious as king SauL 1 Sam. xyiii. 11. As 

treacherous m Judas. Matt. xyi. 14 — 16. As de- 

eeit&l agi ^mon Magus. Acts yiii. 18^ 19. As 

imposing and &lse as Ananias and Sapphira. Acts v. 

l--*5. And the Jewish nation becomes so proud, and 

ostentatiotts ; so hypocritical, so blind and hardened. 
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and 80 sunken in iniquity, that Christ himself could 
scarcely find words severe and strong enough to de- 
scribe it Have we not seen it in their state described, 
(see p. 15, &c.) and their treatment to the gift pro- 
mised, when it was given unto them ? Most of the 
above awful characters met with an untimely and 
dreadful death, in various ways, according to their 
crimes, by the judgments of God. And most of them 
were professors of religion ; but they were false pro- 
fessors and apostates ; and false professors, especially 
if they apostatize, are as crafty, as subtle, as sarcastic 
and malicious as satan himself; but, like satan, they 
are chained enemies. And all ihis is brought upon 
themselves, by their own determined wickedness, and 
hostility to God : and through being led captive, by 
indwelling sin. Rom. vii. 23. '^ And in the snare of 
the devil, are taken captive by him at his will.^ 2 
Tim. ii. 26. " Lo, this is the man that made not God 
his strength; but strengthened himself in wickedness." 
'^ Whose tongue deviseth mischiefs, like a sharp 
razor, working deceitfully." " Thou lovest evil more 
than good ; and lying rather than to speak righteous- 
ness." " Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou 
deceitful tongue." " God shall likewise destroy thee 
for ever ; he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out 
of thy dwelling-place, and root thee out of the land 
of the living. Selah." Psalm lii. 7, 2—5. Oh, that 
this most solemn subject was more seriously con- 
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sidered by the whole human race ; and more impressed 
upon youthful minds, by those who take upon them- 
selves to teach the rising race. For^ 

" How sad our state by nature is, 
Our sin how deep it stains ; 
And satan tries to bind our minds 
Fast in his slavish chains." 

Oh, for a more watchful spirit, endeavouring to 
oppose and suppress the rising innate corruptions of 
nature and sin within ; and ^* the prince of the power 
of the air, the spirit, that worketh in the children of 
disobedience/' Eph. ii.2; vi. 11 , 12. And, oh, for 
preserving f restraining^ dcaA. preventing grace! Hence 
that well known and appropriate (yet it may be but 
little understood,) prayer, " Prevent us, O Lord, in 
all our doings, with thy most gracious favour," &c. ; 
or, go before us, or be before us, to prevent us from 
evil. Oh, that men would '* search and try their ways, 
and turn to the Lord." Lam. iii. 40. '* Fools, be- 
cause of transgression, and because of their iniquities 
are afflicted.'^ Psalm cvii. 17. " For the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men." Rom. i. 18. "But 
whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely^ and 
shall be quiet from the fear of evil." Prov. i. 33. 
'^ Oh, that men would (acknowledge and) praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to 
the children of men." If this paragraph should be 
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ccmndered a digressioii, excuse it ; fer some of Ae 
above passages have been a souree of perplexity to 
many : it may not be unprofitable ; and we pass on.] 

151. And as Christ was sealed and hid from ihe 
eye of their understandings^ so were the prophecies 
which related to him ; for God^ by the prophet^ says, 
^ Stay yourselves and woo^der, cry ye out and cry ; 
they are drunken^ but not with wine : they stagger^ 
but not with strong drink : for tiie Lord hath poured 
out upon you the spirit of deep sleep, and hath dosed 
your eyes : the prof^ets and your rulers^ Che seen 
hath he eovered. And the vision (^ <M is become 
unto you as the words of a book that is setded, wludi 
men deliver to one that is learned, saying, read tUb 
I pray thee : and he saith I cannot, for it is sealed: 
therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous 
iroik among this people, and a wonder : ^ the itis- 
dom of their wise men shall perish, and the under- 
standing of their prudent men shall be hid:^* Isa. 
xxix. 9 — 17. They were ^' wise in thdr own con- 
eeit — end prudent in their own sight/* Yet they 
were foolish in the sight of God, and imprudent before 
him ; and Christ thanked his Father for (sealing, or) 
hiding those things from the wise and prudent — *' even 
so. Father, because it seemeth good in thy sight/' 
Matt. xi. 26. They were exalted to heaven with privi- 
leges and advantages above all other people, as has 
already been said ; yet they abused them, set at 
nought his counsel, disbelieved and perverted his 
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word; they' were a stiffUieeked, rebellious^ hni^ 
hearted, peryerse^ idolatrous, God>robbing, sacrili- 
gious, bjrpocritical, and a wilfully obstinate nation— 
especially this generation. Therefore, for all liieir 
determined wickedness, QoA aUowed them to put 
the reins on the neck of their lusts. John Tni. 44. 
'* And the lusts of their &ther they would do.'' They 
'^drew iniquity with cords of vanity, and sinned, as it 
were, with a cart rope." Isa* v. 18. God did not 
put a restraint upon them, but Islt them to obduracy, 
darkness, and blindness of mind ; *^ Let them alone, 
they be blind leaders of the blind :" '^ they called eyil 
good, and good evil ; they put darkness for light, attd 
light for darkness ; they put bitter for sweet, and sweet 
for bitter,'' ver. 20. ^^ And in* them wasr fulfilled the 
fftoptxeoy of Esaias, which saith, by hearing ye shall 
hear and shall not understand, and seeing ye shall see 
and shall not perceive : for this people's heart is waxed 
gross, and their ears are dull of hidaring, and their eyes 
they have closed, lest at any time they should see 
with their eyes, and heai with their eara, and should 
understand with their hearty and be converted, and I 
should heal them." Matt. xiii. 14, 15. Isa. vi. 9. 
^' These things said Esaias, when he saw Christ's 
glory and spake of him." God, by bis grace, pre* 
pares the vessels of mercy for glory;'*' Rom. ix. 23-; 
but men, by their iniquities, fit themselves for ruin 
and destruction, (ver. 22.) In Christ's day, O what 
darkness covered the earth, and gros» darkness the 
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people. Isa. Ix. S. So that the prophecies relating j 
to Christ were sealed or hid from their understanding. 
And this seems to be connected with, ^^ Him hath 
God the Father sealed.^ The sealing in our text is, 
doubtless, synonimous with the veil Paul speaks of 
when he says, '^ But their mibds were blinded : for 
until this day remaineth the same veil, nntaken away, 
in the reading of the Old Testament : which veil is 
done away in Christ : but even unto this day, when 
Moses is read, the veil is upon their heart. Never- 
thelessy when it shaU turn to the Lord, the veil shall 
be taken away/' 2 Cor. iii. 14—16. Thus, " blind- 
ness, in part, is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in.'* Rom. xi. 25. Hence, 
'^ If our gospel be hidy k is hid to them that are lost : 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds 
of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious 
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 
shine unto them." 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

152. And as Christ, and the sense of the prophecies 
relating to him were sealed, or hid from their under- 
standing, so was their own destruction sealed or hid 
from them : for when God spake of their destruction 
by Mose^, and his vengeance and recompense on this 
generation of Jews, he said, " Is not this laid up in 
store with me, and sealed among my treasures?'^ 
Deut xxxii. 34. His treasures of wrath laid up for 
his people. " And though it be a secret with me, I 
will perform it ; I will render vengeance to mine 
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enemies; I will reward them that hate me." verse 4 L 
^^ And it shall come to pass that^ as the Lord rejoiced 
over you to do you good, and to multiply you,so the 
Lord will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to 
bring you to nought." &;c. see Deut. xxviii. 63, 64. 
'^ Ah ! I will ease me of mine adversaries, and avenge 
me of mine enemies." Isa. i. 24. ^' For the days 
shall come upon thee that thine enemies shall cast a 
trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep 
thee in on every side, and shall lay thee even with 
the ground^ and thy children within thee ; and they 
shall not leave in thee one stone upon another, 
because thou knowest not the time of thy visitation." 
Luke xix. 43, 44 ; '* There shall be great distress 
in the land, and wrath upon this people. And 
they- shall fall by the edge of the sword, and 
shall be led away captive into all nations; and 
Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled." Luke 
xxi. 23, 24. And though some of these passages 
have been cited in a former page, to shew the 
certainty of the destruction of the Jews, they are re- 
peated here as a proof that their destruction was hid, 
or sealed from them : notwithstanding the numerous 
declarations by the Prophets, and Christ's address to 
them from his own truthful lips, concerning them. 
Which may be all clearly seen from the above. And 
all through their own pride, prejudices, self-will^ and 



the influence of their father, the deviF. Tot, hxf^e^fer 
awftd it may appear, Christ said to theco, *^ Ye are 
of your father, the devil ; and the works of yotir father 
ye will do.** John viii. 44. Therefore,^ tnay it not 
be clearly seen, that Christ, as their Messiah, the 
prophecies relating to him, and their own destruction, 
were all enveloped in darkness, hid, and sealed from 
their mental vision, and understanding? Sb^ that 
Christ justly said to them, ^' Him hath God the 
Father sealed,'' 

153. Fourthly. God the Father sealed Christ 
for sufferings and death. '^ For he shall grow up 
before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a 
dry ground. He is despised and rejected of men, a 
man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. He wad 
afflicted; he was cut off out of the land of the 
living; for the transgression of my people was he 
stricken." Isa. liii. 3—8. Here the prophet speaks 
of things already done, which did not actually take 
place till seven hundred years afterwards. And David 
likewise foretold of the vile, but sure and certain 
treatment he should undergo ; all which prove that 
God the Father sealed him for sufferings and death. 
** For, (said he) dogs have compassed me ; the as- 
sembly of the wicked have enclosed me ; they pierced 
my hands and my feet, they gaped upon me with 
their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion ; but 
I am a worm and' no man, a rtsproach of men. 
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and despised of the peoi^e.*' Psalm xxii. 6—16. 
Yes, 

« Creation's author now assumes 
A creature's humble form ; 
A man of grief and woe becomes, 
And trod on like a worm." 

And Daniel testified (or rather^ God by Daniel^) 
of the certainty of Messiah's death, and the destruc- 
tion of his enemies, the Jews, more than five hundred 
years before the time appointed for their accomplish- 
ment ; when he said, ^' And after three-score and two 
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself : 
and the people of the prince that shall come shall 
destroy the city and the sanctuary ; and the end shall 
be with a flood ; and unto the end of the war desola- 
tions are determined. And he shall confirm the 
covenant with many, for one week ; and in the midst 
of the week he shall cause the sacrifice, and the 
oblation to cease ; and for the overspreading of abomi- 
nations, he shall make it desolate, even until the 
consummation ; and that determined shall be poured 
upon the desolate,^' (or, as the margin reads, ^' it shall 
be cut off by desolation'^). Dan. ix. 26, S7. And the 
testimony of an apostle is, " Those things which God 
before shewed by the mouth of all his prophets, that 
Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.'' Acts iii. 
18. ^^ For, of a truth, against thy holy child Jesus, 



whom thou hast anointed^ (or sealed^) both Heood, 
and Pontius Pilate^ with the Gentiles^ and the people 
of Israel^ were gathered U^ther ; for to do whatsoever 
thy hand and thy council determined before to be 
done." Acts i v. 27, 28. '^ For him haih God the Father 
sealed.^' And the declaratioQ of Jesus, concemiDg 
himself, was, " He shall be delivered unto the G^ntiles^ 
and shall be mocked, And spitefully entreated, and 
spitted on ; and they shall scourge him, and eliall 
put him to death,** Luke xviii. S2, 33. '< For 
him hath God the Father sealed.^ 

154. The great Immanuel, Jesus, suffered from 
poverty, and privations, especially when be entered 
upon his work of itinerant preaching ; for he said, 
^^ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests ; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head.** Matt. viii. 20. He suffered from the temp- 
tations of satan, forty days, and forty nights, without 
food. Matt. iv. 2. He suffered from the hardness 
of heart, the opposition and unbelief, of the Jews, to 
whom he came ; ^^ and he marvelled because of their 
unbelief.** Mark vi. 6. But oh, when we follow him 
to the mount of Olives^ and to the garden of Geth- 
semane, we behold him grappling with the load erf 
guilt, and drinking a portion of the cup of wrath, which 
was due to countless millions ; bathed in sweat and 
blood, and waiting patiently for the ruffianly band to 
seize him, and drag him to scourging, and execution. 
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" Mysterious eonfliot! dark disguise ! 
Hid from all creatures^ piercing eyes; 
Augels astonished view'd the scene, « 
And wondered yet what all could mean; 
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If we give a brief scriptural account of the Redeem- 
er'a conflict in the garden ; it is as follows/ ^' Then 
cotneth Jesus with them unto a place called 
Gethsemane; and saith unto the disciples^ sit ye here, 
while I go and pray yonder ; then he saith — My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful^ even unto death. And 
he went a Kttle further, and fell on his fiice, and 
prayed, saying, O mj father, if it be possible, let this 
cup pass from me : nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
tkou wilt. He went away again the second time, 
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if this cup may not 
pas^ away from me, except I drink it, thy will be 
done." Matt xxvi. 36— 42. ''And being in an 
agony, he prayed more earnestly ; and his sweat was 
as it were great drops of Uood, fiiUing down to the 
ground." Luke xxii. 44. ''For him hath God the 
Father sealed." 

" Twas here the Lord of Hie appear'di 
And mgfa'd, and groan'd, and pra/d, and fear'd; 
Bore an incarnate God could beari 
With strength enough and none to spare. 
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Tlv9 powers of hell, united, prest. 

And squees'd his heart, and bruis'd his breast. 

What dreadful conflicts rag'd within 

When sweat and blood ibrc'd thro' the skin !" 
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155. And when the great Redeemer hung on the 
cross, agonizing in sufferings indescribable^ not so 
much from the iron spikes driven through his sacred 
hands and feet, which fastened him to the fatal tree, 
for he could as easily have caused the nails to have 
given way, and liberated himself and came down, as 
to cause Lazarus to rise from the dead, and other 
supernatural miracles which he wrought : but it was 
his mental soul, suffering (unseen by his eneniies,) by 
bearing the curse due to his people's sins, and God 
forsaking him in the midst of it, and pouring his wrath 
upon him ; so fierce and hot like fire ; so that by 
David he said, '^My heart is melted like wa^, my 
strength is dried up like a potsherd, my tongue cleaveth 
to my jaws, (with parched heat and pain,) the pains of 
hell gat hold upon me." Psalm xxii. 14, 15. Yes, 
if ever the pains of hell were endured, was it not on 
Calvary, in the'sufferings of the Son of God ? Were 
not his sufierings-equivalent to it ? Tes, 

" Hell was our just desert; 

And he that hell endur d, ' 

Guilt broke his guiltless heart, 

With wrath that we incurr'd : 
He sav'd us from the wrath of Ood, 
And paid our ransom with his^blood.** 

Yes, he suffered the burnings of hell, but they were not 
everlasting burnings to him ; the fire was quenched 
with his own blood, wrath was appeased, justice was 
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satisfied. He fell, but he conquered, on behalf of 
those for whom he died. This was God's anointed ; 
was he not '' sealed" for sufferings and death ? 

** Suffering Sayiour, Lamb of God, 
How hast thou been used : 
With th' Ahnighty's wrathful rod 
Soul and body bruised V* 

156. And in the midst of bis sufferings, to augment 
them if possible, the envious Jews used all the sarcasm 
they could invent to throw at bim, to mock, and 
deride him. And they used their utmost, to rob the 
Prince of Life, the King of kings^ and the Lord of 
Glory, of that honour which was due to him. For 
'' ihe chief priests mocking him with the scribes and 
elders^ said, he saved others ; himself he cannot save/' 
(This was true, but not in their sense of it ; for he 
could not save himself because he had, before time^ 
engaged to suffer all that was due to his people, and 
die in their law place and stead; '' For him hath God 
the Father sealed.*^) ^^ If he be the King of Israel, 
let him now come down from the cross, and we will 
b^eve him. He trusted in God^ let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him, for he said, I am the Son of 
God.** *' The thieves also, which were crucified with 
him, cast the same in his teeth* Now from the sixth 
hour, there was darkness overall the land, until the 
ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, Jesus cried 
with a loud voice. It is finished ; Father, into thy hands 
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I commend mj spirit. And he bowed his head, asd 
gave up the ghost !** See Matt, xxvii. 40 — 50. Luke 
xxiiL 46, 47. John xix. 20. Thus Christ was 
ratified, confirmed, made safe and secure ; by council, 
by covenant, and sealed by oath and promise, to finidh 
the work his Father gave him to do, and to give 
himself to his enemies, and the powers of darkness ; 
for sufferings and death ; '< to finish transgression, and 
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for 
iniquity, and bring in everlasting righteousness.'' 
Dan. ix. 24. ♦' For him hath God the Father sealed.'' 

** Blessings for ever on the Lamb^ 
Who bore the curse for wretched man ; 
Let angels sound the sacred name, 
And every creature say Amen." 

157. Thus (by request,) I have given my thoughts 
upon the passage of Scripture at the head of this Trea- 
tise ; and have aimed to shew what is intended by the 
prohibition, ** Labour not for the meat which perisb- 
eth ;" the counsel or advice given, ^^ but for that meat 
which endureth to everlasting life ;" the gift promised, 
*^ which the Son of Man shall give unto you ;" and the 
Father's sealing, '* for him hath God the Father 
sealed." 

158. And now, christian reader, I commend you to 
God, and the word of his grace, which is able to in- 
struct you, and make you wise unto salvation. And 
may ^* the Lamb whidi is in the midst of the throne 
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feed you,^' with ^* that meat which endureth unto 
ererlasting life ;" and '^ lead you to living fountains of 
waters^^ and wash your robes and make them white in 
his blood : and finally^ ^' wipe away all tears from 
your eyes,'* Rev. vii. 14 — 17. And may he cause 
you with ecstacy to cry, *' Worthy is the Lamb that 
was slain, who hath redeemed us to God by his bloody- 
to receive power, and riches^ and wisdom, and strengths 
and honor, and glory, and blessing. Thus may it be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
Lamb, for ever and ever. Amen." Rev. v. 9, 14. 



THE END. 



ERRATA. 

Preface, 

Page XV — Middle of page, read parallels for " parables." 
Page XV.— Three lines from bottom, read thought o/, for " thought it of." 
Page XXl. — Line before the poetry, read all things written in the Book 
for ** nil the Book." 

JVork, 

Pago 5. — 1 CJor. xi., read 1 C!or. ii. 
Page 24. — ^Titus xi., read Titus ii. 
Page 7 1 — the sheep, read his sheep. 
Page 108. — this lyre, read his lyre. 
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